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We are excited to share with you the 6rst issue of the UNCT Iraq Quarterly Bulletin. This newsletter provides 

an overview of key activities and updates from the UNCT Iraq. Below are the key highlights for May, June, 

July, and August:
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A New Partnership Framework for UN Collective Support to Iraq

Baghdad- October 2023, UN in Iraq, in collaboration with Government partners, formally launched the development

process for a new United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) for 2025-2029. This

framework will outline the UN’s collective offer of support to Iraq’s national development priorities, as articulated in the

forthcoming National Development Plan 2024-2028, Iraq Vision 2030, and SDGs. Under the leadership of the Minister

of Planning and the UN Resident Coordinator, and with broad representation from government ministries, departments,

and UN agencies, a dedicated Joint Technical Committee (JTC) was established to ensure effective coordination and

consultation across all sectors. The JTC held its 6rst meeting on 28 February 2024, during which four main priorities

of the new Cooperation Framework were endorsed. This was followed by technical sub-group meetings on 25-26

March to elaborate on the proposed areas of UN engagement over the next 6ve years. Sub-national consultations were

also conducted in Erbil, Basra, Mosul, and Kirkuk.

UN Iraq and Ministry of Water Resources Launched "Water is Life" Campaign to Tackle Water Crisis

On July 22, the United Nations in Iraq, in partnership with the Ministry of Water Resources, launched the year-long

"Water is Life - Every Drop Counts" campaign to address Iraq's severe water crisis. The campaign aims to raise

awareness about water conservation, the effects of climate change, and promote collective action to protect water

resources. UN Resident Coordinator Ghulam Mohammed Isaczai stressed the urgency of upgrading water systems,

preventing pollution, and investing in sustainable water management.  For more info, click here.

https://iraq.un.org/en/274649-un-iraq-and-ministry-water-resources-launch-water-life-campaign
https://iraq.un.org/en/274649-un-iraq-and-ministry-water-resources-launch-water-life-campaign
https://iraq.un.org/en/274649-un-iraq-and-ministry-water-resources-launch-water-life-campaign
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UN's Strategic Role in the 4th Baghdad International Water Conference and Beyond

Baghdad - From April 27 to 29, 2024, Iraq hosted the 4thBaghdad International Water Conference (BIWC) under the theme

“Towards a Better Water Future: Together We Can”. The UN RC and the UNCT role were pivotal highlighting the UN's commitment

to addressing water scarcity and climate challenges through regional cooperation. The RC underscored Iraq's obligation to the

UN Water Convention, drawing on successful examples like Kazakhstan, and emphasized the importance of transboundary water

cooperation for regional stability. Discussions focused on improving water management, sustainable agriculture, and climate

resilience. The RC proposed a National Policy Dialogue within the Water Convention framework, stressing the inclusion of all

stakeholders and the need for comprehensive coverage of water issues in Iraq. The RC reiterated the UN’s readiness to support

Iraq in implementing the conference's recommendations, fostering regional integration, and promoting sustainable water

management solutions.
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DSRSG/RC/HC Isaczai meets with returnees in Salah al-Din

Salah al-Din - On 22 May, DSRSG/RC/HC for Iraq Ghulam M. Isaczai visited Yathrib District in southern Salah al-Din and

met with a group of internally displaced families who had recently returned from Ashti camp in Sulaymaniyah, east of

the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The DSRSG acknowledged the efforts of the Government and the signi6cant progress

made in ensuring the safe and digni6ed return of displaced persons. He also recognized the ongoing challenges that

returnees face, including the need for shelters, sustainable livelihoods, and access to essential services. The DSRSG

also met separately with Salah Din Governor, Badr Mahmoud Al-Jubouri. Their discussions focused on enhancing

cooperation on the provision of support and services to newly returned IDPs. DSRSG/RC/HC and Salah Din Governor

Badr Mahmoud Al-Jubouri launched the Salah Din Joint Coordination Forum, a platform aimed at improving

coordination between local government and development partners to better address the needs of the community.
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Strengthening Local Partnerships through JCF

Between May and September, the Development Support Ojce facilitated 14 Joint Coordination Framework (JCF)

meetings in Kirkuk, Mosul, Salah al-Din, Anbar, and Diyala. Co-chaired by local governments and humanitarian and

development actors, the meetings addressed key issues such as development, climate change impacts, and durable

solutions. Discussions also focused on the challenges and needs of returnees to their areas of origin, improving

service provision, and strengthening partnerships.
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Promoting Volunteerism for SDGs: UNV and UN Partners Engage Students Across Iraq

In May 2024, a team from UNV, the UN Resident Coordinator’s Ojce, and UNDP Iraq held sessions at the University of

Basra, American University of Kurdistan, and Erbil Polytechnic University. These sessions highlighted the importance of

volunteerism in advancing the SDGs in Iraq and shared successful experiences of UN Volunteers, inspiring students

and alumni to engage in volunteerism and contribute to positive change. For more info, click here.

Bringing Drone Technology to Iraqi Police

Baghdad, on July 2024, UNMAS Iraq concluded a training course on the use of drones in operations to safely and

ejciently survey areas and minimize explosive ordnance risks to operators. The integration of drone technology plays

a vital role in protecting communities from mines and explosive remnants of war. For more info, click here.

https://www.unv.org/Success-stories/clicks-progress-iraq
https://www.unv.org/Success-stories/clicks-progress-iraq
https://www.unv.org/Success-stories/clicks-progress-iraq
https://www.unmas.org/en/article-bringing-drone-technology-to-iraqi-police
https://www.unmas.org/en/article-bringing-drone-technology-to-iraqi-police
https://www.unmas.org/en/article-bringing-drone-technology-to-iraqi-police
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Ministry of Education, EU, UNESCO, and UNICEF Launch ITALEEM Program

Baghdad, on 22 May, the Ministry of Education, EU, UNESCO, and UNICEF launched the ITALEEM equitable quality

education program in Iraq. This initiative aims to strengthen the Ministry's capacity, impacting over 100,000 teachers

and  30,000  schools,  and  reaching  more  than  10  million  students.  ITALEEM  focuses  on  improving  governance,

enhancing teacher  training,  and fostering school-community  partnerships.  The program supports  Iraq’s  long-term

development by ensuring inclusive, quality education and aligns with the Iraq National Education Strategy 2022-2031.

For more info, click here.

UNESCO Completes Rehabilitation of the House of Prayer at Al-Saa’a Convent in Mosul

Mosul,  July 16, UNESCO, with 6nancial support from ALIPH and in cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of Culture and

the Dominican Order, completed the rehabilitation of the House of Prayer at Al-Saa’a Convent in Mosul. The restoration,

part of UNESCO’s "Revive the Spirit of Mosul" initiative, preserved the site’s historical integrity while modernizing its

facilities, including eco-friendly features. For more info, click here.

https://web.facebook.com/UNESCOIraq/posts/pfbid0RvhkpZRcETh8X8uwwQk6SweugrykfopA3qBi79fXVxyU5AkMobqoYeeVAGprBakQl?rdid=YbfIwvUCvBaPFbcZ&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/UNESCOIraq/posts/pfbid0RvhkpZRcETh8X8uwwQk6SweugrykfopA3qBi79fXVxyU5AkMobqoYeeVAGprBakQl?rdid=YbfIwvUCvBaPFbcZ&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/UNESCOIraq/posts/pfbid0RvhkpZRcETh8X8uwwQk6SweugrykfopA3qBi79fXVxyU5AkMobqoYeeVAGprBakQl?rdid=YbfIwvUCvBaPFbcZ&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/revive-spirit-mosul-unesco-completes-rehabilitation-house-prayer-al-saaa-convent-support-aliph?hub=1067
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/revive-spirit-mosul-unesco-completes-rehabilitation-house-prayer-al-saaa-convent-support-aliph?hub=1067
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/revive-spirit-mosul-unesco-completes-rehabilitation-house-prayer-al-saaa-convent-support-aliph?hub=1067
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UNESCO Marks Seven Years of Reviving Mosul

Mosul– 20 July – As the seventh anniversary of Mosul's liberation approaches, UNESCO highlights its achievements

through the "Revive the Spirit of Mosul" initiative, supported by the UAE, EU, and other partners. Key successes include

the reconstruction of iconic landmarks like Al-Nouri Mosque, Al-Hadba Minaret, and Al-Saa'a Convent, the restoration

of 124 heritage houses, and the creation of over 6,200 jobs. UNESCO also revitalized Mosul University Library and

supported cultural events and festivals, fostering a vibrant cultural revival in the city. For more info, click here.

UN Women Hosts Strategic Meeting to Advance Women’s Empowerment in Iraq

Erbil  -  On 29 August,  UN Women convened a coordination meeting with the National Directorate for Iraqi Women

(NDIW) and the High Council for Women and Development (HCWD) to bolster women’s empowerment and security in

Iraq.  The  meeting  focused  on  strengthening  collaboration  between  national  and  regional  entities,  reviewing

achievements such as the National Strategy for Iraqi Women 2023–2030, and outlining initiatives for 2024. Key plans

include the Iraqi Women's Data Platform and a Women’s Institute for Security and Peace, with a focus on sustained

efforts to advance the Women, Peace, and Security agenda. For more info, click here.

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/seven-years-reviving-mosul-unescos-achievements-and-future-projects?hub=1067
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/seven-years-reviving-mosul-unescos-achievements-and-future-projects?hub=1067
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/seven-years-reviving-mosul-unescos-achievements-and-future-projects?hub=1067
https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/09/un-women-hosts-strategic-coordination-meeting-with-ndiw-and-hcwd-to-bolster-womens-empowerment-and-security-in-iraq
https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/09/un-women-hosts-strategic-coordination-meeting-with-ndiw-and-hcwd-to-bolster-womens-empowerment-and-security-in-iraq
https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/09/un-women-hosts-strategic-coordination-meeting-with-ndiw-and-hcwd-to-bolster-womens-empowerment-and-security-in-iraq
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UN Women Rea]rms Support for Yazidi Survivors at Sixth Lalish Conference

Erbil - 25 June,  At the Sixth Lalish Conference for Peace and Coexistence in Erbil, UN Women Iraq Representative Ajay

Madiwale highlighted the socio-economic and psychological challenges faced by Yazidi survivors, emphasizing the

need for sustained assistance and social reintegration. He reiterated UN Women's commitment to providing support

through awareness-raising, economic, and psychological services. The conference, attended by key Iraqi and

international ojcials, focused on the 10th anniversary of the Yazidi Genocide, peace in Sinjar, and preventing sexual

violence in connict. UN Women continues to work closely with Yazidi women-led organizations as part of Iraq's

Women, Peace, and Security agenda. For more info, click here.

Empowering Iraqi SMEs through Food Safety Training

Bardarash - From 8 to 11 July UNIDO, in collaboration with the Iraqi Ministry of Industry and Minerals, conducted Food

Safety and Hygiene Training for  SMEs,  as part  of  the Japan-funded "Emergency Livelihood Support"  project.  The

training, involving 27 participants from family-owned businesses in yogurt, tahini, and pickles, emphasized inclusivity,

with women and IDPs attending. Covering key topics like raw material handling and food safety protocols, the training

enhanced product quality and safety. This initiative strengthens local businesses, supports agriculture, and contributes

to Iraq's sustainable economic development and food security. For more info, click here.

https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/06/un-women-reiterates-commitment-to-yazidi-survivors-at-sixth-lalish-conference
https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/06/un-women-reiterates-commitment-to-yazidi-survivors-at-sixth-lalish-conference
https://iraq.unwomen.org/en/stories/press-release/2024/06/un-women-reiterates-commitment-to-yazidi-survivors-at-sixth-lalish-conference
https://iraq.un.org/en/276293-strengthening-local-economy-bardarash-through-food-safety-and-hygiene-training
https://iraq.un.org/en/276293-strengthening-local-economy-bardarash-through-food-safety-and-hygiene-training
https://iraq.un.org/en/276293-strengthening-local-economy-bardarash-through-food-safety-and-hygiene-training
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FAO Launches Campaign to Clean Hawizeh Marshes

On 26 August, FAO Iraq, in collaboration with the Iraqi government and local authorities, launched a 10-day campaign

to clean the Al-Hawizeh Marsh from plastic waste, removing an estimated 100 cubic meters of pollution. This initiative,

part of the "Water is Life" campaign, aims to protect water resources and wetlands from the impacts of climate

change and water scarcity. FAO Representative Dr. Salah El-Hajj Hassan emphasized the importance of collective

efforts to safeguard the marshes and ensure the well-being of communities reliant on these ecosystems. For more

info, click here.

Promoting Sustainable Agriculture with Mechanical Rice Transplanters in Najaf

Najaf - on 7 July, FAO, in partnership with the Najaf Directorate of Agriculture and supported by the Ministries of

Agriculture and Water Resources, launched a pioneering initiative in Al-Mishkhab district to promote sustainable

agriculture using mechanical rice transplanters. This climate-smart technology, part of a SIDA-funded project, saves

https://iraq.un.org/en/277342-fao-campaign-clean-hawizeh-marshes
https://iraq.un.org/en/277342-fao-campaign-clean-hawizeh-marshes
https://iraq.un.org/en/277342-fao-campaign-clean-hawizeh-marshes
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water, reduces seed and pesticide usage, lowers labor costs, and boosts productivity. The initiative aims to enhance 

farmers' resilience to water scarcity and climate change, offering a practical solution for sustainable agricultural

practices in Iraq. For more info, click here.

Empowering Women through Dairy Cooperatives in Nineveh

Nineveh,  on  4  July,  FAO-EU  project  "Support  to  Agricultural  Livelihoods  of  Rural  and  Peri-urban  Returnees  and

Communities"  has  left  a  lasting  impact  by  empowering  rural  women  in  dairy  production.  Despite  the  project's

conclusion  in  2023,  women-led  dairy  cooperatives  continue  to  thrive,  transforming  participants  into  successful

entrepreneurs.  With support  from the Iraqi  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  these cooperatives have enhanced livelihoods,

created job opportunities, and strengthened agricultural resilience, showcasing the enduring success of community-

driven initiatives in Iraq. For more info, click here.

https://iraq.un.org/en/273464-pioneering-initiative-promote-sustainable-agriculture-using-mechanical-rice-transplanters
https://iraq.un.org/en/273464-pioneering-initiative-promote-sustainable-agriculture-using-mechanical-rice-transplanters
https://iraq.un.org/en/273464-pioneering-initiative-promote-sustainable-agriculture-using-mechanical-rice-transplanters
https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/empowering-women-through-cooperatives/en
https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/empowering-women-through-cooperatives/en
https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/empowering-women-through-cooperatives/en
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FAO Boosts Resilient Fodder Production in Southern Iraq

On 28  May,  FAO Iraq,  in  partnership  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  launched an  innovative  project  to  enhance

agricultural resilience in Southern Iraq by introducing climate-smart practices and resilient fodder crops. With support

from the EU, farmers are adopting high-yield varieties like rye grass and Sudanese sorghum, signi6cantly increasing

milk production and livestock health. This initiative empowers rural communities, particularly buffalo producers, while

promoting sustainable agricultural practices that help conserve biodiversity and improve livelihoods across the region.

For more info, click here.

https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/unlocking-agricultural-potential--resilient-fodder-production-in-southern-iraq/en
https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/unlocking-agricultural-potential--resilient-fodder-production-in-southern-iraq/en
https://www.fao.org/neareast/news/stories/details/unlocking-agricultural-potential--resilient-fodder-production-in-southern-iraq/en
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FAO and MoA Empower Graduate Agricultural Engineers

Baghdad - On May 21, FAO Iraq and the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) co-hosted a workshop aimed at helping graduate

agricultural engineers access employment and loan opportunities. This initiative, part of FAO's project to enhance

business development skills, focused on equipping engineers with vital information on available loans and grants to

initiate their own projects. The workshop emphasized the critical role of agricultural engineers in advancing Iraq's

agricultural sector and highlighted FAO’s ongoing efforts to support their integration into the workforce. For more info,

click here.

Empowering Southern Iraqi Dairy Producers through FAO-EU Initiative

Basra - On 19 May, FAO Iraq, in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, launched a major dairy equipment

https://iraq.un.org/en/269427-fao-iraq-and-moa-co-host-workshop-graduate-agricultural-engineers
https://iraq.un.org/en/269427-fao-iraq-and-moa-co-host-workshop-graduate-agricultural-engineers
https://iraq.un.org/en/269427-fao-iraq-and-moa-co-host-workshop-graduate-agricultural-engineers
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distribution campaign targeting 5,000 bene6ciaries in Basra, Thi Qar, and Missan, with 50% of them being women. This 

initiative, part of the EU-funded project "Restoration and Strengthening the Resilience of Agri-Food Systems," aims to

improve dairy production standards and uplift rural livelihoods, particularly empowering women in the marshes. The 

distribution of modern dairy tools enhances milk hygiene and production ejciency, contributing to sustainable 

agriculture and community resilience in Southern Iraq. For more info, click here.

FAO Iraq Advances Agricultural Biodiversity Conservation

Baghdad - On 19 May, FAO Iraq, in collaboration with ICARDA, launched efforts to preserve agricultural biodiversity and

conserve plant genetic material through the rehabilitation of the Abu Gharib Seed Bank and the establishment of a new

seed bank in Sulaymaniyah. These initiatives are part of the EU-funded project "Restoration and Strengthening the

Resilience of Agri-Food Systems." FAO Iraq Representative, Dr. Salah El Hajj Hassan, emphasized the crucial role of

gene banks in safeguarding Iraq's agricultural heritage and ensuring future food security. For more info, click here.

Strengthening Iraq’s MSMEs for Economic Growth

Erbil - On 29 July, ILO, Ministry of Planning, and the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) held a joint

conference to discuss Iraq's National Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) development policy. The event

brought together government representatives, international organizations, and 6nancial institutions to advance MSME

growth, emphasizing their critical role in driving economic development and job creation. Key discussions focused on

reducing bureaucratic barriers, improving access to 6nance, and promoting inclusive policies, especially for women

and youth entrepreneurs. For more info, click here.

https://iraq.un.org/en/269104-empowering-southern-iraqi-dairy-producers-fao-eu-initiative-delivers-vital-equipment
https://iraq.un.org/en/269104-empowering-southern-iraqi-dairy-producers-fao-eu-initiative-delivers-vital-equipment
https://iraq.un.org/en/269104-empowering-southern-iraqi-dairy-producers-fao-eu-initiative-delivers-vital-equipment
https://iraq.un.org/en/269099-fao-iraq-takes-strides-towards-preserving-agricultural-biodiversity-and-conservation-plant
https://iraq.un.org/en/269099-fao-iraq-takes-strides-towards-preserving-agricultural-biodiversity-and-conservation-plant
https://iraq.un.org/en/269099-fao-iraq-takes-strides-towards-preserving-agricultural-biodiversity-and-conservation-plant
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/stakeholders-discuss-national-micro-small-and-medium-enterprises
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/stakeholders-discuss-national-micro-small-and-medium-enterprises
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/stakeholders-discuss-national-micro-small-and-medium-enterprises
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Empowering Youth Employment through the Job Search Club Initiative

Nineveh, Duhok - 15 July, Iraq launched the Job Search Club (JSC) initiative to support 200 young job seekers from

displaced and host communities in Duhok and Nineveh. This two-week intensive training program, developed by the

ILO and Caritas Czech Republic, equips participants with essential job search skills like CV writing, interview

techniques, and job lead identi6cation. The initiative also fosters peer-to-peer support, helping youths navigate the job

market and secure decent employment opportunities. For more info, click here.

Holistic Pension Reforms Needed to Secure Iraq’s Future

On 9 July, A recent policy note by ILO, IMF, and World Bank underscores the urgent need for comprehensive pension

https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/supporting-youths-navigating-path-employment-through-job-search-club
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/supporting-youths-navigating-path-employment-through-job-search-club
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/supporting-youths-navigating-path-employment-through-job-search-club
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reforms in Iraq. Despite legal reforms, Iraq's pension system remains fragmented and inequitable, disproportionately 

bene6ting formal workers and creating 6scal burdens. The note calls for reforms that promote equity, sustainability,

and inclusivity, especially for women and informal workers, to ensure income protection in old age and align the 

system with international labour standards. For more details, click  here.

Advancing Green Business and Job Opportunities in Iraq: National Action Plan Unveiled

Baghdad - on 27 June, in collaboration with the Iraqi Ministry of Environment, ILO, and the Italian Agency for

Development Cooperation (AICS), Iraq has taken a signi6cant step toward fostering green businesses and creating

better job opportunities. Over 60 participants, including government ojcials, industry leaders, and young climate

advocates, gathered to develop a national action plan aimed at supporting green MSMEs. The initiative focuses on

empowering women entrepreneurs and addressing challenges such as access to 6nance and expertise, promoting a

sustainable and inclusive economic future for Iraq. For more info, click here.

https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/holistic-approach-needed-reforming-iraqs-pensions-system-line-international
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/holistic-approach-needed-reforming-iraqs-pensions-system-line-international
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/holistic-approach-needed-reforming-iraqs-pensions-system-line-international
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/towards-developing-national-action-plan-promote-green-business-and-create
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/towards-developing-national-action-plan-promote-green-business-and-create
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/towards-developing-national-action-plan-promote-green-business-and-create
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Knowledge Exchange Study Tour for Job Search Club Stakeholders

Cairo, Egypt - On 27 May, ILO organized a knowledge exchange study tour, bringing stakeholders from Iraq to Egypt to

explore successful job search club models. This initiative aimed to enhance employment services and equip young

people with the tools to navigate the labor market more effectively. During the tour, participants visited job search

clubs in Egypt to learn best practices in supporting job seekers through coaching and peer support.

This exchange provided valuable insights for stakeholders across Arab countries, fostering collaboration and the

sharing of innovative approaches to employment challenges. For more info, click here.

https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/knowledge-exchange-study-tour-egypt-job-search-club-stakeholders-arab
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/knowledge-exchange-study-tour-egypt-job-search-club-stakeholders-arab
https://www.ilo.org/resource/article/knowledge-exchange-study-tour-egypt-job-search-club-stakeholders-arab
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Capacity Building on Governance and Empowering Society

Sinjar  District  - July,  A  major  milestone was achieved with  the  distribution of  500 title  deeds (tapoos)  to  Yazidi

households in Sinjar, marking an end to over 40 years of discrimination against the community. In response to the

housing crisis in Ninewa, UN-Habitat also launched a social housing complex in June to develop the Rajm Hadeed

neighborhood as part of the Mosul Master Plan, known as the Japan Village project. UN-Habitat continues to provide

durable solutions for securing tenure, protecting the rights of vulnerable minorities, and aligning Iraq’s development

with the Sustainable Development Goals. For more info click here.

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7233386984533069825/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7233386984533069825/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7233386984533069825/
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UNODC Strengthens Regional Counter-Narcotics Efforts at 2nd Baghdad International Conference

From 21 to 25 July 2024, Ms. Cristina Albertin, UNODC Regional Representative for the Middle East and North Africa,

conducted an ojcial mission to Iraq. Her visit included participation in the 2nd Baghdad International Conference on

Countering Narcotics, where Prime Minister H.E. Mohammed Shia' Al Sudani hosted discussions with eight countries

affected by drug trajcking. During the conference, UNODC presented its key report, “Drug Trajcking Dynamics across

Iraq and the Middle East (2019-2023): Trends and Responses,” which offers a comprehensive analysis of regional drug

trajcking trends and recommendations for enhancing counter-narcotics efforts. For more info.

https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/press/2024/July/press-statement-unodc-regional-representative-for-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-concludes-a-mission-to-iraq-21-25-july-2024--focusing-on-collaborative-efforts-to-counter-drug-trafficking.html
https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/press/2024/July/press-statement-unodc-regional-representative-for-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-concludes-a-mission-to-iraq-21-25-july-2024--focusing-on-collaborative-efforts-to-counter-drug-trafficking.html
https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/press/2024/July/press-statement-unodc-regional-representative-for-the-middle-east-and-north-africa-concludes-a-mission-to-iraq-21-25-july-2024--focusing-on-collaborative-efforts-to-counter-drug-trafficking.html
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Workshop on Effectiveness of Terrorism Financing and Targeted Financial Sanctions (TFS)

Amman - UNODC organized a 3-day workshop on Countering the Financing of Terrorism and implementing Targeted

Financial Sanctions. The event brought together senior Iraqi ojcials from the Supreme Judiciary Council, State

Council, Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU), Company Registrar, and the Kurdistan Region Prime Minister’s Ojce,

alongside Jordan’s FIU. Participants discussed the effectiveness of Targeted Financial Sanctions as a key tool in

combating terrorism, emphasizing the importance of regional and cross-sector collaboration.
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Iraq's Green Growth Strategy: A Roadmap for Sustainable Development and Economic Diversiccation

Erbil - 30-31 August, Iraq is launching its Green Growth Strategy (GGS), a key framework for balancing economic

growth with social and environmental sustainability. Developed in collaboration with ministries, led by the Ministry of

Planning and the Ministry of Environment, and supported by UNDP, the GGS focuses on economic diversi6cation,

resource ejciency in water, energy, and food, and job creation for the youth. By uniting public and private sectors, it

aims for inclusive, sustainable growth. A consultation workshop on the 6rst draft of the GGS was held in Erbil.
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Enhancing education opportunities for refugee children in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

In Basirma, Erbil - August, UNHCR, along with the General Directorate of Erbil Education and the KRG Ministry of

Education, opened a nine-classroom school in Basirma, Erbil, bene6ting over 400 students. Since 2022, UNHCR has

built 76 additional classrooms in the KR-I enabling nearly 5,500 more refugee children to enroll in school in 2023 – an

11% increase from 2022.
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Administrative Instructions on the affairs of asylum-seekers for the Kurdistan Region of Iraq launched

KRI - On 10 July, In an ojcial ceremony, the Minister of Interior of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), H.E.

Rebar Ahmed Khalid, signed into effect the Administrative Instructions (AIs) for regulating the affairs of asylum-

seekers in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). This is a landmark achievement for the KRG and comes after years of

advocacy and technical support by UNHCR to Iraqi authorities to develop and adopt a new Refugee Law that aligns

with international standards while, in parallel, establishing AIs – one for Federal Iraq and one for the KR-I – given the

lengthy process required for the drafting and enactment of the bill.

ILO Director-General’s Visit

Baghdad - During his visit to Iraq on 27-28 April, ILO Director-General Gilbert F. Houngbo met with Iraq’s President, Prime Minister,

and other ojcials to discuss advancing social justice and ensuring decent work. He also engaged with social partners and youth

representatives, emphasizing the importance of transitioning from emergency relief to development. Houngbo praised Iraq's

efforts in social justice and the rati6cation of international labor standards. For more details, visit here.

https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-calls-national-momentum-achieve-social-justice-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-calls-national-momentum-achieve-social-justice-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-calls-national-momentum-achieve-social-justice-iraq
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Arab Labour Conference in Baghdad

Baghdad from 27 April to 4 May, ILO Director-General Gilbert F. Houngbo called for collective action to address the mounting

challenges in the world of work during the Arab Labour Conference (ALC). He emphasized the importance of multilateral

partnerships and invited stakeholders to join the Global Coalition for Social Justice. For more details, visit here.

UNHCR and ITC Collaborate to Empower Refugees in Iraq

Baghdad - May, UNHCR and ITC have partnered to promote the socio-economic integration of refugees and host communities in

Iraq. This groundbreaking collaboration aims to facilitate economic empowerment and provide sustainable livelihoods, fostering

resilience and self-reliance among vulnerable populations. For more details, read this press release.

https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-houngbo-calls-collective-action-arab-states-address
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-houngbo-calls-collective-action-arab-states-address
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/ilo-director-general-houngbo-calls-collective-action-arab-states-address
https://www.unhcr.org/iq/16077-unhcr-and-itc-join-efforts-to-support-the-economic-empowerment-of-refugees-and-host-communities-in-iraq.html
https://www.unhcr.org/iq/16077-unhcr-and-itc-join-efforts-to-support-the-economic-empowerment-of-refugees-and-host-communities-in-iraq.html
https://www.unhcr.org/iq/16077-unhcr-and-itc-join-efforts-to-support-the-economic-empowerment-of-refugees-and-host-communities-in-iraq.html
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Launch of the WB, ILO, IMF Study on Pension Reform

May - A new study by the World Bank, ILO, and IMF aims to reform Iraq's fragmented and inequitable pension system. The study

evaluates 6scal sustainability, labor market implications, coverage, and bene6t adequacy. It proposes reforms to make the

system inclusive, 6scally sustainable, and conducive to private sector development. There commendations include aligning

public and private sector pensions, ensuring bene6t adequacy, and extending coverage to informal workers, women, and other

disadvantaged groups. For more details, read the full report here.

Transforming Informal Settlements: UN-Habitat's Collaborative Push for Sustainable Urban Development in Iraq

Baghdad - On 8 May, a workshop brought together several ministries and relevant institutions to enhance the policy

dialogue on the law instrument on informal settlements. This activity will be followed by a series of policy dialogues

designed to increase knowledge-based decisions to effectively address the key challenges related to the new law and

promote inclusive urban development, thereby enhancing people’s lives. Read more here.

https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.ilo.org/publications/towards-inclusive-equitable-and-sustainable-national-pension-system-iraq
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7194701932861493248/
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7194701932861493248/
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Formalizing Rights for Stability: UN-Habitat’s Workshop on HLP Rights in Sinjar

Baghdad - on 28 May, UN-Habitat held the Second Executive Committee Workshop to discuss the implementation of the legal decree

issued by the Council of Ministers to formalize the Housing Land and Property (HLP) rights for the residents of Sinjar. With the

support of Mr. Khalaf Sinjari, the Advisor to the Prime Minister for Yazidi Affairs, and Dr. Ali Fawzi, Head of the Legal Department in

the Council of Ministers, the Executive Committee discussed the progress of implementing the legal decree and issuing title deeds

(tapoos) across all 11 mujamaats in Sinjar. For more info here.

Illuminating Progress: Solar-Powered Safety in Anbar's Streets

Anbar - May, Thanks to funding from the German government through KfW Development Bank, UNOPS installed 600 solar-powered

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7190691734568267777
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7190691734568267777
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7190691734568267777
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7190691734568267777
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streetlights to help improve safety and mobility along more than 10 km of roads that serve over 39,000 people in the Fallujah and

Karma districts of Iraq's Anbar province. Now, the healthcare and economy of these communities are boosted. Shops and pharmacies

stay open during night hours, young people can safely walk back from school or enjoy evening strolls,and taxi drivers are more willing

to provide services at night. Video Link: Watch the impact of solar-powered street lights in Anbar

Reconstruction of Al-Ekhlaas School in Mosul

Mosul - May, After its complete destruction, Al-Ekhlaas School has been rebuilt by UNESCO as the 6rst Child-Friendly School in

Mosul, with strong community involvement. Learn more.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNCiEdyeHZI&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNCiEdyeHZI&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNCiEdyeHZI&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNCiEdyeHZI&t=1s
https://rb.gy/nuhnxu
https://rb.gy/nuhnxu
https://rb.gy/nuhnxu
https://rb.gy/nuhnxu
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Restoration Milestone at Al-Tahera Church:

Mosul - May, Exciting progress at Al-Tahera Church as UNESCO's restoration efforts help the church reclaim its

glorious shape.

Preserving Mosul's Legacy:

Mosul- May, Al-Hadba Minaret UNESCO's meticulous work continues as 45,000original bricks are restored for Al-

Hadba Minaret, showcasing the resilience of Mosul's cultural heritage.
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Final Phase of Ziyada Palatial House Rehabilitation

Mosul - May, Supported by the European Union, UNESCO

has completed the rehabilitation of the historic Ziyada

Palatial House, a key cultural site in Old Mosul. Read more

Innovative Building Techniques by UNESCO in Mosul

Mosul - May, Introducing sustainable building solutions,

UNESCO integrates eco-friendly materials across Mosul's

restoration projects, enhancing the city's resilience. See the

innovations

Provision of clean drinking water in Basra

Basra- May, Basra’s R-zero Water Project, serves 2 million people, half are children. Due to its aging infrastructure and manual

operation methods. UNICEF, with funding from the EU, implemented a SCADA system to enhance monitoring and control for the

R-zero Project. This project is considered crucial for ensuring smooth operations and minimizing water loss. Watch Full Video

https://rb.gy/6wnkgi
https://rb.gy/6wnkgi
https://rb.gy/6wnkgi
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://shorturl.at/lqzZ6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyNJvhxooHM&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyNJvhxooHM&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyNJvhxooHM&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyNJvhxooHM&t=20s
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Recent Publications

• Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Needs Assessment in West Ninewa by IOM (Baaj,Qairawan, Sinjar

And Sinuni). Read more here.

• Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Programme: IOM Activities Overview Report. Read more here.

• UNHCR Cash Assistance Program:  Read more about the program here.

• Third National Referral Mechanism to Aid Returnee Reintegration Opens in Iraq: Read more here.

• Sinjar Welcomes Back 80 Displaced Families with IOM Support: Read more here.

• UN Agencies Launch Joint Programme to Support Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon in Climate Change Response: Read more

here.

• Climate Landscape Analysis for Children and Young People in Iraq: Read Full Report here.

http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-05/needs-assessment-report.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-05/needs-assessment-report.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-05/needs-assessment-report.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-05/needs-assessment-report.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-06/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-programme-mhpss.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-06/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-programme-mhpss.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://iraq.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1316/files/documents/2024-06/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-programme-mhpss.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHWkdZ5hxK-lpM3jYx5fAEk95VyaRKti/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHWkdZ5hxK-lpM3jYx5fAEk95VyaRKti/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHWkdZ5hxK-lpM3jYx5fAEk95VyaRKti/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SHWkdZ5hxK-lpM3jYx5fAEk95VyaRKti/view?usp=sharing
https://iraq.iom.int/news/third-national-referral-mechanism-aid-returnee-reintegration-opens-iraq
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https://iraq.iom.int/news/un-agencies-launch-joint-programme-support-iraq-jordan-and-lebanon-climate-change-response
https://iraq.iom.int/news/un-agencies-launch-joint-programme-support-iraq-jordan-and-lebanon-climate-change-response
https://iraq.iom.int/news/un-agencies-launch-joint-programme-support-iraq-jordan-and-lebanon-climate-change-response
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.unicef.org/iraq/media/3521/file/CLAC%20-Final%20Full%20Report-%20English.pdf.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.unicef.org/iraq/media/3521/file/CLAC%20-Final%20Full%20Report-%20English.pdf.pdf
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For more details and the latest updates on our work, follow our social
media channels and visit our website at iraq.un.org.

United Nations Country Team Iraq

UN Resident Coordinator O]ce (RCO)· Baghdad · Iraq
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