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SAAVI at a glance
Strengthening the Agriculture and Agri-food Value Chain and Improving Trade Policy in Iraq (SAAVI) is a EUR 22.5
million project funded by the European Union (EU) and implemented by the International Trade Centre (ITC).
SAAVI contributes to inclusive economic growth and job creation, particularly for the youth, by improving Iraq’s
agriculture competitiveness and supporting trade development in the country.

Explore SAAVI's website to find out more

about our programme.
Visit our website

Project highlights

 

Some of our key highlights since our last issue (September 2022)
include (اللغة العربیة أدناه):        

Successful organization of the first Iraq National Trade Forum
(INTF), jointly with IOM and thanks to the support of the European
Union and the Government of Germany through KfW. The INTF held
170 business-to-business (B2B) sessions and leveraged USD 2.5
million in potential deal value. More information below.
Ten agri-business alliances were established in Ninewah and
Basrah, linking over 200 farmers with an unprecedented network of
Iraqi buyers gathering prominent business across the country (e.g.
Carrefour, Waffir, Rawnaq Al Dur and Sinokrot).
Four successful transactions of tomatoes (6.5 tons in total) and
potatoes (6 tons in total) carried out between SAAVI agri-business
alliances and Iraqi buyers. All transactions resulted in a substantial
and progressive increase in the farmers’ income. Read more below!
Five local agribusiness alliances were drafted with the aim of
improving quality, production, marketing and improving the business
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environment.
With ITC’s technical assistance, MoA has designated a Secretariat
to support the National Core Team, responsible for overseeing
and leading the implementation of the tomato and poultry strategies
SAAVI carried out preliminary research towards the design of a
national potato strategy
Around 637 youth in Baghdad and Basra successfully completed
the training course on life-skills for employability and
entrepreneurship in the curriculum of Kick for Trade
SAAVI launched the first Youth Barometer Report on 13 October.
The host institution for the Ye! Chapter in Iraq has been selected,
i.e. Oxfam IRIL.
Consolidation of the Agriculture TVET Committee chaired by the
Prime Minister’s Advisory Commission.
SAAVI provided technical assistance that led to the revision of Iraq’s
tariff structure in collaboration with Customs and the revision and
submission of Iraq’s services offer to WTO by the Ministry of Trade.
The second meeting of the Project Steering Committee was held
on 15 September 2022, where the work plan for the next 12
months of the project, along with key priorities were presented and
approved by PSC members.
A fourth training workshop on Project Management and Value
Chain Analysis tailored to Iraqi government officials
Working closely with projects under the EU Special Measure for
Iraq, which are being led by FAO, GIZ, ILO, IOM and UNESCO

 

 



Tomatoes from Iraq reach international retail store
In a major achievement for horticulture farmers from Mosul in northern Iraq, retail and
wholesaling corporation, Carrefour Iraq has recently bought tomatoes from them. The
successful farmers are supported by the European Union (EU) funded “Strengthening
the Agriculture and Agri-food Value Chain and Improving trade policy in Iraq” (SAAVI)
project.

The Erbil branch of the world-renowned international chain purchased 6.5 tons of
tomatoes including the Jesse and Hamsa varieties in two successful transactions that
should marks the beginning of a mutually beneficial business relationship. The win-win
business transaction resulted in 100% increase in the farmers’ income by successfully
delivering the required quantity and quality of the product. Tomatoes that would usually
fetch 0.3 USD per kilogram were sold at the agreed price of 0.6 USD per kilogram. The
deal represented a net gain of USD 2,000 for farmers.

Read more

Iraq National Trade Forum: Highlights and key takeaways
The year 2022 ended on a high note with the first Iraq National Trade Forum (28-29 November 2022). See

below the highlights and key takeaways from the event.

https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/tomatoes-from-iraq-reach-international-retail-store
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRllCkXH3Pw


First Iraq National Trade Forum connects small
businesses to growth opportunities
(Baghdad/Geneva) - Jointly organized by ITC and IOM, the
Forum hosted over 400 participants from almost all Iraqi
governorates, including business leaders, international
suppliers, investors, banks, policymakers, business support
organizations, representatives from local and national
authorities, as well as international development partners.
Through financial support of the European Union and the
Government of Germany (KfW), the Iraq National Trade
Forum brought together over 100 small businesses to
network, forge business deals and offer investment
opportunities, including one-on-one meetings with
international suppliers of agricultural inputs and equipment.
It also featured an exhibition, “Made in Iraq”, where firms
representing all Iraqi governorates could display their
products.

 
Find out more

أول منتدى وطني عراقي للتجارة، یھدف إلى ربط المشاریع الصغیرة
بفرَُص النمو

تم تنظیم المنتدى بشكل مشترك من قبل مركز التجارة الدولیة
والمنظمة الدولیة للھجرة في العراق، واستضاف أكثر من 400
مشارك من جمیع المحافظات العراقیة تقریبا؛ً إضافة إلى رجال

الأعمال والمورّدین الدولیین والمستثمرین والبنوك وصانعي
السیاسات ومنظمات دعم المشاریع، وممثلین

عن السلطات المحلیة والوطنیة، وشركاء التنمیة الدولیین. 
 

جمع المنتدى، بفضل الدعم المالي المقدّم من الاتحاد الأوروبي
وحكومة ألمانیا عبر بنك التنمیة الألماني (KfW) أكثر من

100 مشروع عراقي صغیر ومتوسط لتوسیع شبكات أعمالھم،
وإبرام صفقات تجاریة وتعزیز فرص الاستثمار، وإتاحة

الفرصة لأصحاب تلك المشاریع باللقاء على انفراد مع مورّدي
المُدخَلات والمعدات الزراعیة الدولیین. وتخللّ المنتدى معرض

للصور الفوتوغرافیة بعنوان "صُنِعَ في العراق" استعرض
منتجات المشاریع والشركات من جمیع محافظات العراق.

 
اكتشف المزید
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Stories from the field - featuring INTF results 



Resources

البارومتر الوطني لریادة العراق
أجرى برنامج SAAVI الممول من الاتحاد الأوروبي فعالیة مقیاس ریادة الشباب

الوطني للعراق لتحدید التحدیات التي یواجھھا الشباب في إنشاء مؤسسة (انظر
الرابط ھنا). كان الاستطلاع مفیدًا في تقییم تصور الشباب لبیئة الأعمال في الدولة.

شارك أكثر من 600 شاب في خمس محافظات بآرائھم حول القضایا التي تؤثر
على ریادة الأعمال الشبابیة وكانوا یتعاملون مع التحدیات الحاسمة لمشاركتھم في

سلسلة قیمة الأعمال الزراعیة.
أكدت نتائج مقیاس الشباب على الحاجة إلى دعم الشباب من خلال توفیر الوصول
إلى الشبكات التشاركیة للاستفادة من فرص التدریب وبناء قدراتھم كرجال أعمال.
وھذا یشمل المساعدة و الدعم الفني ودعم والتوجیھ والتعرف على الخبراء وكیفیة

الحصول على التمویل

اكتشف المزید

Iraqi Youth Entrepreneurship Barometer
EU-funded SAAVI conducted the lraq National Youth Entrepreneurship
Barometer to identify the challenges that youth face in setting up an
enterprise. The survey was instrumental in assessing the youth’s
perception of the business environment in the country. More than 600
youth across five governorates shared their views on issues affecting
youth entrepreneurship and were addressing critical challenges to their
participation in the agri-business value chain.
The Youth Barometer findings underscored the need to support youth by
providing access to participatory networks for utilizing training
opportunities and building their capacity as entrepreneurs. This includes
technical assistance, peer support and guidance, access to experts, and
finance.

Read more

https://intracen.org/media/file/13475
https://intracen.org/media/file/13474


News and upcoming events

First consultation - National
potato strategy

(Baghdad and Mosul, February 2023)

 

Negotiation training for farmer

leaders and partners

(Erbil, March 2023) 

Fourth meeting of the
Agriculture TVET

Committee
(Baghdad, March 2023)
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