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SAAVI at a glance
Strengthening the Agriculture and Agri-food Value Chain and Improving Trade Policy in Iraq (SAAVI) is a EUR 22.5

million project funded by the European Union (EU) and implemented by the International Trade Centre (ITC).
SAAVI contributes to inclusive economic growth and job creation, particularly for the youth, by improving Irag’s
agriculture competitiveness and supporting trade development in the country.

SAAV!'s activity highlights since our last issue in February 2023 include (st L 11 2a):

* Four governorate-level consultations for the development of the Irag Potato Sector Strategy facilitated
under the leadership of the Ministry of Agriculture

« QOrganization of working sessions and field visits of the National Core Team to Erbil and Mosul to learn
from and observe implementation of the strategies on the ground.

+ 2 tons of fresh tomatoes successiully transacted between the Al-Zubair Agribusiness Alliance and
Holland Bazar Erbil

+ 9 |ocal development and investment plans developed by SAAVI agribusiness alliances were approved
through a competitive process

» 565 farmers were trained in good practices horticulture and 7 demonstration plots for training farmers
were upgraded with greenhouses, agricultural inputs, tools and furniture.

* Exposure Visit to Lays Chips Factory: 10 potato producers visited the factory, expressed interest in
producing industrial potatoes

« SAAVI National Alliance Meeting, where alliance representatives received training on commercial


https://www.facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre/
https://twitter.com/ITCnews?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AITCnews%7Ctwgr%5EeyJ0ZndfZXhwZXJpbWVudHNfY29va2llX2V4cGlyYXRpb24iOnsiYnVja2V0IjoxMjA5NjAwLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjpudWxsfSwidGZ3X2hvcml6b25fdHdlZXRfZW1iZWRfOTU1NSI6eyJidWNrZXQiOiJodGUiLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjpudWxsfSwidGZ3X3R3ZWV0X2VtYmVkX2NsaWNrYWJpbGl0eV8xMjEwMiI6eyJidWNrZXQiOiJjb250cm9sIiwidmVyc2lvbiI6bnVsbH19&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intracen.org%2F%23
https://www.intracen.org/SAAVI/

negotiation, share lessons learned and build linkages.

« Training to 30 alliance representatives on commercial negotiation techniques

* Two brainstorming sessions were conducted to identify an appropriate label to promote Iragi
products

= KAT festival and a job fair in Basra were successfully organized, bringing together more than 150 youth
and more than 10 companies

* The Ye!l Chapter was launched in Irag providing a platform for young entrepreneurs to develop their
ideas and businesses.

* Finalization of the review of Iraq's tariff structure in alignment with WTO accession requirements, which
included a review of 15.000 tariff lines

+ Working closely with projects under the European Union funded Agrifood Business Development
Programme (AfBDP) which are being led by FAQ, GIZ, ILO, IOM, UNESCO and Cowater,
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ITC and UN WFP sign agreement to Government consultations advance Iraqg’s
promote development and strengthening Potato Sector Strategy

entrepreneurship

(Baghdad/Geneva) -The United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) and the International Trade
Centre (ITC) signed an agreement on 6 March 2023
to collaborate on improving the efficiency and

tomatoes.

The potato sector holds untapped potential for growth
as potatoes are expected to have the second highest
future demand in the Iragi horticulture sector after

The Ministry of Agriculture is leading the preparation

competitiveness of Micro, Small and Medium-sized of the strategy with the technical support of the ITC
Enterprises (MSMEs) in Iraq. within the framework of the EU-funded SAAVI

First SAAVI local
agribusiness development
and investment plan

Fostering youth employment
through sports

endorsed

Basra: Iraq's agriculture sector is set It was a day for realizing career
for a transformational boost, as Al aspirations, when more than 100
Zubair farmer alliance's first local youth participated in a job fair
agribusiness development and organized recently in Basra.

investment plan is now endorsed by
local authorities, private sector, and
international partners.

Youth policy dialogue to
improve lIraq’s business
ecosystem

The Youth Policy Dialogue
discussed the findings of
the Youth Barometer
Report  published by the
International Trade Centre last
year, which analysed youth
perspectives to employment and
entrepreneurship in Iraq

Perspectives


https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/itc-and-un-wfp-sign-agreement-to-promote-development-and-strengthening
https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/government-consultations-advance-iraqs-potato-sector-strategy
https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/first-saavi-local-agribusiness-development-and-investment-plan-endorsed
https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/fostering-youth-employment-through-sports
https://intracen.org/news-and-events/news/youth-policy-dialogue-to-improve-iraqs-business-ecosystem

Building Sustainable and Equitable Food Markets in
Iraq through Innovative Retail-Level Interventions

In an effort to enhance Iraqg's food industry, ITC recognizes the
need for a holistic approach that goes beyond the supply-side.
ITC has identified four crucial steps to prioritize the demand
side of the market, ensuring a comprehensive transformation of
the Iraq agri-food systems for a sustainable and equitable
future

Stories from the field

FROM OUR
AGRIBUSINESS
ALLIANCES MEMBERS

AL ZUBAIR ALLIANCE-
NAWFAL YUSUF KAREEM

The agriculture sector has unfortunately been neglected for the last couple of years but the
SAAVI project brought hope and excitement for us through so many activities including different
workshops, trainings, and demo sites. We used to do our farming in very traditional ways but with
the practical training we gained new knowledge, and we practiced it in our field. We learned to do
things with less effort and more knowledge.
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FROM OUR PARTNERS

CEO KARWAN SALAH
VANO GROUP

It is great to see farmers getting support from ITC and other partners, we are glad to be part of
this project that brings hope to farmers, we will provide training to the farmers for raising their
chickens and how to manage the business properly to be profitable. We feel that the poultry
sector needs focus and care to sustain and grow. We are proud that we do such a business that
involves providing food security and creating jobs opportunity for our youth. We wish success to
this project.
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https://www.iraq-businessnews.com/2023/05/19/building-sustainable-and-equitable-food-markets-in-iraq/?swcfpc=1&fbclid=IwAR16ubN5jfxA-9sv0B4bLP-kZS3NaoA_FH2-9cKFbE_lfRC3MvugwQU7dJs

News and upcoming events
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Workshops on WTO Launch of the Iraq's Potato Launch of the TVET strategy
accession Sector Strategy Baghdad, September 2023
Baghdad, June 2023 Baghdad, August 2023

Contact us
e-mail: saavi@intracen.org
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