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Transforming Trade, Changing Lives

In Iraq, ITC builds trade-led growth for inclusive prosperity. Currently, ITC is implementing two European
Union-funded projects in Iraq:

» “Strengthening the Agriculture and Agri-food Value Chain and Improving Trade Policy in Iraq” (SAAVI)
« “Building Equitable and Inclusive Transformation” (BEIT), jointly executed with UN-Habitat, and ILO

ITCin Iraq” on social media


https://app.sarbacane.com/
https://www.intracen.org/
https://www.intracen.org/
https://www.intracen.org/our-work/regions-and-countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/iraq
https://www.intracen.org/our-work/regions-and-countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/iraq

We have launched dedicated social media pages for “ITC in Iraq”!
Stay updated on all our projects, events, and initiatives by following us on our new
LinkedIn and Facebook pages.
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Join the BEIT partnership

On August 21, 2024, the Sustainable Construction Meetup for the BEIT project was held at Mosul Space,

bringing together 25 participants, including government officials, university professors, construction
companies, sustainable entrepreneurs and practitioners. The group explored durable solutions for Mosul's
housing sector, promoted sustainability, and discussed creating tailored training materials on sustainable
construction and retrofitting solutions, for diverse groups, including women.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nh_Hyy3dBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nh_Hyy3dBo
https://www.facebook.com/itciniraq/
https://www.facebook.com/itciniraq/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7209470274071580673
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7209470274071580673

About BEIT

The European Union-funded, "Building Equitable
and Inclusive Transformation (BEIT):
Towards Decent Work and Affordable Housing in
Iraq" project jointly executed by the International
Trade Centre (ITC), UN-Habitat, and International
Labour Organization (ILO) aims to generate
quality jobs by enhancing the housing and
construction sector in Iraq.

Under the BEIT project, ITC seeks to contribute
to the enhanced competitiveness and
sustainability of local MSMEs in the construction
sector through a more conducive environment,
along with increased inclusive and green trade
investment.
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[ Read More ]

SAAVI highlights


https://app.sarbacane.com/%7B%7Btracking.link.x9ZrqdakSfuV3gHkCCIM-A%7D%7D

SAAVI has begun a comprehensive assessment to identify new market opportunities for Iragi dates,
including roundtables with private sector stakeholders in Karbala, Basra, and Baghdad, field visits, and
key informant interviews, while also providing technical support to the Secretariat of the National Core
Team (MoA), including additional human resources to enhance its capacity in managing strategy-related
activities.
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Making agribusiness alliances stronger




Through SAAVI's facilitation, a significant deal between Dijal AlKhair Agribusiness Alliance and Carrefour
Iraq resulted in the sale of 3.632 tons of Grade A tomatoes for IQD 2.36 million. Additionally, 3.5 tons of
locally grown potatoes were sold to retailers at a competitive rate of 450 IQD per kilogram, which is 31%
higher than the local market rate. These achievements not only promote economic growth but also
strengthen local supply chains, delivering fresh, high-quality produce to the community and supporting
local farmers.
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Fresh from the riverside of Mesopotamia

The "By Iraqi Hands" label has kicked off a powerful promotional campaign both online and in stores to

champion locally produced goods. This initiative features a strategic partnership with Meswag, a leading
retailer in Baghdad, and aims to expand its reach across Iraq, celebrating local craftsmanship and
boosting the national economy.
el On Lo o3 Blas (e dzjlb
Sl aouss 8ol oda dudoall oloiiall pead joliall ig dyiiBl jue dgd dimmg i dlas "dudlie JLL" dode il

dasd jojan Maisl wdhall el graz L8 lgdlhas guwei | bagin lasy 8 Bl yla jul sol lgus go duimilyinl
ibgll slaidil yjeiy dulsall Colaiiell


https://www.facebook.com/byiraqihands

In collaboration with WFP and UNHCR, ITC has established two
aggregation hubs in Ninewa and is developing a third in Dohuk.
These hubs support farmers by providing essential post-harvest
services, such as cleaning, sorting, grading, and packaging, helping

to enhance the quality and marketability of their produce.
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SAAVI has launched a series of workshops in six districts of
Nineveh, empowering local alliances to turn their innovative ideas
into impactful micro-projects. With $30,000 in block grants at stake,
five alliances will be chosen for funding based on their vision and

potential. This is a unique opportunity to drive positive change,
strengthen communities, and shape a brighter future for Nineveh.
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Empowering Iragi Youth

The Agriculture TVET Partnership Workshop, held on July 30 in Erbil, aimed to strengthen public-private

partnerships in agriculture-related technical and vocational education (TVET). The event, chaired by Dr.

Tariq Alani, TVET Advisor at PMAC, aligned efforts to implement the Iraq_National Education Strategy

(INES) and discussed creating sector skills councils at the governorate level. Representatives from


https://www.intracen.org/file/tvetstrategyenglishpdf

Nineveh, Karbala, Baghdad, Erbil, and key ministries explored partnership opportunities and shared best
practices.

Over the past year, ITC partnered with public and private sectors through the Nineveh Agriculture Skills
Council to develop a roadmap for skills and labor market needs in Nineveh's agriculture sector. The
roadmap was launched on July 31 at Mosul Space, where stakeholders showcased the plan and
acknowledged contributions. The Council then met to review implementation progress and identify gaps.
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WTO negotiations after 16 years



SAAVI successfully hosted a three-day workshop in Baghdad to train the Iragi team in preparation for the
3rd Working Party Meeting. With support from ITC, Iraq submitted its initial offer and conducted crucial

WTO meetings in Geneva to map out the next steps in the accession process.

The 3rd Working Party Meeting for Irag took place on July 18, 2024, following bilateral negotiations on
July 17. The meeting garnered praise for Irag’s unified tariff structure and highlighted strong EU support
for Irag’s WTO accession. Additionally, the International Trade Centre played a key role in drafting an Aide
Memoire for the Government of Iraq.
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The review of Intellectual Property Rights
legislation, aimed at aligning it with WTO
standards, is in its final stages, while the reviews
of Investment and Commercial Arbitration
legislation are ongoing.
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An integrated online toolbox for MSMEs

Iraq Quality for
Trade Platform

SAAVI finalized the Quality for Trade Platform, which is set for official launch in Baghdad in September
2024. The Iraq Quality for Trade Platform will serve as a one-stop shop for registered users to discover
quality requirements, connect with relevant stakeholders, pursue improvements, and gain insights from
successful experiences.
dnwgiallg yuivally yiall duslitall g)lival) Caipidl e dlolSio Wigal degaze
P Alagy 9 L) Lgaalls] jpaall (e Gillg 18)laald 83l ducie Sle 6};31.;@.@1.“ fudg 38 Ol Fopdie (5238 i)
Wildbaie Ciliusy el fusssial) daslg dlbasae dilies S)laal ol e Bagml) Eliall duaie aSiw 2024 ol
Gl:h::-LJ! lT.l)L?-l" L LSEJ glilu.dﬂg .QL_L._LL:\_.:“ d._'H_Iij:_g .‘_Husuﬂl d=liall {_l-ll_:-_.aiE.o Ju::‘_g;“g |EIJ9_?|J|

| | =

ITC hosts workshop at Geneva Peace Week
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JOIN US!
GENEVA PEACE WEEK 2024
WHAT IS PEACE?
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PEACE WORKSHOP

TRADE AND SME-LED GROWTH IN FRAGILE
AND CONFLICT AFFECTED SETTINGS:

KEY PRINCIPLES FOR INTER-AGENCY
COLLABORATION

16 OCTOBER 2024, GENEVA AND ONLINE


https://qualityfortrade.intracen.org/iraq
https://qualityfortrade.intracen.org/iraq
https://app.sarbacane.com/%7B%7Btracking.link.2DRx31uyQmuo0__p8-EX5w%7D%7D
https://app.sarbacane.com/%7B%7Btracking.link.ko63nEhNT068YuXh8URnKQ%7D%7D

In fragile and conflict-affected countries, small businesses and trade are essential lifelines, sustaining
economies and supporting vulnerable communities. Despite the challenges, international trade continues
to play a crucial role. Understanding what works—and what doesn’t—is vital, along with establishing key
principles to enhance intra-agency collaboration in these complex environments.

Join our workshop to gain insights, share lessons learned, and explore best practices for fostering
resilience and growth. Don’t miss this opportunity to be part of the conversation!

News & Upcoming Events

Launch of the Quality for Third edition of the Iraqi "WTO Accession and
Trade Platform Youth Entrepreneurship Youth™ guide to promote
awareness of WTO
Barometer

accession among youth
3l Jal (e Bagad) Aals 3

Jlas¥) Baly; Gulia (pa G o) Bkl Aadaia ) alacaiy)” Juda
Al il S 3l a3 “Qiuil) g dallad)
O Asallal) 5 jlacl) dalata & alaai¥ly
)
ITCinlraq About Email
Copyright (c) International Trade In Iraq, ITC builds trade-led growth for itciniraq@intracen.org
Centre, All rights reserved. inclusive prosperity. ITC is a fully
resident agency, member of the UNCT Follow us

with offices in Bagdad, Erbil, Mosul and
Basra. o @

You are receiving this e-mail because you are listed in SAAVI's contact database and/or you opted to subscribe in our website.

Unsubscribe if you wish to no longer receive e-mails from us.

If you no longer wish to receive our communications, follow this link
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