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UNA MI host s cul tur al carni val
designation as Arab Capital of Tourism 2025

Baghdad, 27 February 2025

Il ragds capital,

designated as the Arab Capital of

Tourism for 2025 by the Arab

Tourism Organization. To celebrate

this prestigious recognition, the

United Nations Assistance Mission

for Iraq (UNAMI) hosted a cultural

carnival today at its headquarters in

Baghdad.

The event featured a vibrant cultural

exhibition, including traditional

music, dance, and fashion. Attendees

included the Speaker of the Iraqi

Council of Representatives, Dr.

Mahmoud al -Mashhadani, the

Minister of Culture, Tourism, and

Antiquities, Dr. Ahmed Fakak Al -

Badrani, as well as several ministers,

Iragi officials, ambassadors, and

representatives of diplomatic

missions. venue showcasing handicrafts and craftsmanship.
Additionally, the Mayoralty of artisanal products, highlighting
Baghdad organized a bazaar at the Il raqds rich cul tur Continued on page 72.

l rag unveils key census insights
planning

Baghdad, 24 February 2025 & The

Government of Irag, supported by the

United Nations Population Fund

(UNFPA), announced the results of

the 2024 General Population and :

Housing Census today at a high -level raq C

national conference held in Baghdad. ReSUItS Announcgm:r?ts?\lsa%ioou |

This marks a significant milestone in nal Conference

Il ragfs efforts to ;

sustainable development and

evidence-based policymaking.

The event was attended by senior

government officials, international

experts, and representatives from the

United Nations. His Excellency Dr.

Mohammed Ali Tamim, Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of

Planning, emphasized the

transformative impact of the census: recognized in development driven decision -making, Irag can
0The 2024 Census iss r aat e dniil s4 .06 i ¢ develop inclusive policies that
achievement for Iraq, providing a The UNFPA Representative in Iraq, address the needs of all citizens,
clear and comprehensive picture of Dr . Hind Jal al , r e ¢ particularly women, youth, and
our population. This data is commitment to supporting Iraq in marginalized communities. UNFPA
fundamental for national planning, translating census data into is proud to stand alongside the
ensuring that resources are directed actionabl e policiesGovernment of I1ragq;
to where they are most needed and more than just numbers, it is a tool

that every indivi ditonchargje. Byeirvdsting ia rdata -  Continued on page ...




UNAMI Herald

Volume 12, Issue 1 January @ February 2025 ‘k”"-?‘%“b
)
In this edition ... Sl ot Y

United Nations Iraq

UNDP successfully launches the final Plans of Action for UN and Iraq launch ONE UN Plan

Preventing Violent Extremism across 15 governorates to support the return,
Baghdad, 16 January 2025 & UNDP have successfully launched the rehabilitation, and reintegration
of Iragis from Al -Hol Camp

final Plans of Action (PoAs) for Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE)
across 15 Governorates, with 8 PoAs developed in 2023 and 7 in 2024. Baghdad, 30 January 2025 d The

United Nations and the Government of

Iraq launched today the second phase

of t he ONE UN Pl an, t it
Beginnings©o, a compr eh
framework aimed at facilitating the
safe, voluntary, and dignified return,

8 Recognizing the critical role civil rehabilitation, and reintegration of
society pl ays in promoting wo me n 0 $raqgi Kafidhals iténT AN e-Hot and Alt-Rog
Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General (SRSG) for camps in northeastern Syria.

Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with members of the
Women Advisory Group and representatives of Civil Society
Organizations to discuss a number of priorities for Iragi women and
how the UN can support progress on this important file.

More on page 3.

UNAMI emphasizes the role of women in Iraq and protection
of their rights

Baghdad, 13 January 2025
Speci

More on page 19.

New National Housing Policy to

bridge I ragqgds housing affo
VLSS Bl [P 2.5 gap with green and sustainable

solutions
UN Women and the National Directorate for Iraqi Women Baghdad, 27. Februa.ry 2025 . - The

S ) . Eurogean UI&IOI’] remains conltted tQ, :

convene civil society consultatlonsut ortig® Vr&q" G devdich! Thi rd
National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security PP g q PIng

affordable, adequate, and sustainable
Baghdad, 5 February 2025 0 The National Directorate for Iraqi housing solutions. As part of this

Women, in collaboration with UN Women, convened a high -level
consultation session with 75 representatives from civil society

organizations (CSOs) and the Government of Iraq to advance the Transformation (BEIT) project is
Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda and support the playing a key role in adv.
development of Iragds third Nati onalNat®matHowingPRityan (1 NAP 1 11).
More on page 14.
More on page 34.
SRSG Dr . Al Hassan: Ol nvesting in [—e-n.e.w.a-b.l_e e-n.e.r.g.y. and
energy efficiency |'s an investment UINRMIIH[arglqu?ssputt))lisrhéngit?r’ mor e
sustainable future. o -
monthly by the Strategic
Baghdad, 28 January 2025 0 The Special Representative of the Communications and Public
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Information Office of the United
Hassan and the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary - Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq.
General, Resident Coordinator, and Humanitarian Coordinator for
Irag, Ghulam Isaczai, participated today in the Iraq Energy SCPIO Director; Samir Ghattas
Conference in Baghdad, highlighting how the UN can support Iraq in
leveraging technology to advance the energy sector and promote Editor -in-Chief: lvan Djordjevic
sustainability.
More on page 32. Editorial Board: Samir Ghattas, Jean
El-Alam, Ivan Djordjevic, Laila
Shamiji, Celia Thompson, Sarmad Al -
Audrey Azoulay celebrates the retur?afyof the o0Spirit of Mo s u |
as UNESCO reconstruction nears completion
Photos: UNAMI SCPIO, UNHCR,

Mosul, 6 February 2025 i Audrey Azoulay visited Mosul on
Wednesday to thank all the workers, architects and engineers who
have successfully completed UNESCO's reconstruction of the Old City.
In 7 years, thanks to the joint efforts of Mosul's inhabitants and
international solidarity, this multicultural city martyred by Daesh has
been reborn and is once again inspiring.

More on page 62.

commitment, the EU -funded Building
Equitable and Inclusive

UNCHR, UNICEF, IOM, OCHA,

UNFPA, WHO, UNESCO, UNOPS,
UN Habitat, UN Photo, UN Women,
UNIDO, UNMAS, UNDP, WFP and
as credited.

In the UNAMI Herald articles are

sorted according to the topic and in a
chronological order.
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SRSG Al Hassan visits the Irag Figh Council in Baghdad

Baghdad, 31 January 2025 - The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, visited the Iraq Figh Council
in Baghdad, where he met with Sheikh
Dr. Ahmed Hassan Al -Taha, the Senior
Scholar of the Iraq Figh Council.

During the visit, the Special
Representative toured the Imam Abi
Hanifa Al -Nu 6 ma n Mosque
performed the Friday prayer.

In a statement to the media, the
Special Representative emphasized the
importance of national unity and that
there is no room for division among the
Iraqgi people.

0Our message at the
clear: security and stability for Iraq.
Irag belongs to everyone; it is a
homeland that embraces all. The pure
soil of Irag rejects sectarian and

factional agendas, and
marginalization. At the United
Nations, we believe that such sectarian
and factional plans have no future in

this noble country. o
Here is the text of
the media:

OMay peace, God' s

be upon you, and may you all have a
blessed Friday.

Qur dnessiage @tnthe United Nations is
clear. It is the stability and security of
Irag. Iraq is for everyone and is a
homeland that embraces everyone.
Irag's pure soil rejects sectarian and
factional agendas and marginalization.
We at the United Nations believe that
ehifactiondl and sectariampans haye
no future in this noble country. We
have confidence in the awareness of the
Iragi citizens and their ability to
distinguish between good and bad. The

me

Iraqi citizen today is yearning for
leaders who are more keen and whose
concern is not to promote political
projects as much as to present and
implement projects that raise the
standard of living of Iragis in all the
governorates, projects that provide
security and a decent life for all Iragis.
The education sector needs
development. The transportation and
roads sector as well. The health sector,
the electricity sector, and other sectors.
The Iraqgi citizen is looking forward to
seeing tangible efforts in various
sectors. What we have witnessed in
efforts in the past few years is
something good, honorable, and
heartwarming. But there is a great deal
that needs to be done, and Iraq is
approaching - God willing - an
important constitutional entitlement,
which is the elections.

We have confidence in the ability of the
Ir8oRpedpié ®© distirguish arkl exertise
their constitutional right peacefully
and yrespongibly,b bye st®aosingy ghe
leaderships in which they see what
fulfills their aspirations and hopes, far
from sectarianism and far from
exclusionary projects. It is time for the
people of this country, with their
various affiliations, to all enjoy this
country's fortunes. The future of Iraq is
entrusted to you. The projects of
sectarianism and intimidation by the
past and the future have ended. We
wish this country all the wellbeing,
prosperity and what is in the best
interest of this historic country and the
people.

UNDP successfully launches the final Plans of Action for Preventing
Violent Extremism across 15 governorates

Baghdad, 16 January 2025 & UNDP
have successfully launched the final
Plans of Action (PoAs) for Preventing
Violent Extremism (PVE) across 15
Governorates, with 8 PoAs developed in
2023 and 7 in 2024,

This achievement marks the
culmination of extensive efforts to

localize the National Strategy on PVE,

supported by UNDP with generous
funding from the Government of
Denmark through the Iragq Social

Cohesion Programme (ISCP).

The initiatives involved close
collaboration with the National

Committee on Countering Violent

Extremism and the Governorate -level
PVE Sub-committees, ensuring public
consultations were held to engage the
community.

Sub-Committees and CSOs received
training on PVE trough a human rights

while technical

based approach,
support was provided throughout the
drafting process by UNDP.

In each Governorate, two initiatives
from the PoAs were implemented with

UNDPG®Gs support

initiatives from PVE Plans of Actions to
be supported by the Government of
Irag, UNDP, and civil society
throughout 2023 and 2024, reinforcing
our joint commitment to creating safer,

c at a Impre iesilignt canmenities. 6 5 0
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The United Nations emphasizes on dialogue to build a better future

for Iraq

Baghdad, 22 February 2025 8 The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq
and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI),
Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
participated today in the Baghdad
International Dialogue Conference,
held under the auspices of Prime
Mi ni st er Mo ha ms8eddni
and attended by Kurdistan Region
President Nechirvan Barzani, along
with several distinguished figures.

In his speech at the conference, Dr.
Al Hassan emphasized that despite
regional changes, Iraq remains
determined to move forward in
consolidating security, stability, and
state -building.

He further stated that Iraq is in dire
need of meaningful and constructive
dialogue, one based on mutual
respect, fostering unity rather than
division, and focusing on the future
and on building a strong and
sustainable Iraq.

Dr. Al Hassan stressed that such
dialogue must begin internally before
extending outward, reaffirming the
United Nations?®
for Irag in its path toward a better
future.

He also highlighted the efforts of the
Iragi government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Al -
Sudani, who has outlined a clear
vision for infrastructure
development, economic
diversification, improved public
services, investment enabling
environment, anti -corruption
measures, and essential reforms that

contribute to
growth.

Her e is the full
speech:

OH. E. Pri me Mi
S hi a-8udahil,

H.E. President Nechirvan Barzani,
President of the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq,

Brother Mohammed Al -Halbousi,
Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Peace be upon you all,

| have the honor to participate in the
seventh edition of Baghdad
International Dialogue Conference
and would like to extend my
gratitude to the organizers of this
conference, especially Dr. Abbas
Radhi Al -Ameri, wishing you all a
fruitful and constructive dialogue.
Distinguished Guests,

cont

Il raqbd

ni ste

We are all aware that Iraq and the
Middle East are going through a
critical phase of geopolitical changes.
However, one constant that must be
highlighted i s
determination to move forward in
consolidating the foundations of
security, stability, and building the
state of institutions. This requires
embodying national spirit and love
for the homeland while rejecting
sectarianism and exclusion and
embracing the principles of equality
and justice among all citizens,
regardless of their affiliations.

Having said the above, | can say with
confidence that the Iraq to come is a
source of hope for all, both inside and
outside the country. Despite differing
perspectives, t he
future remains a common goal that
unites all its people in a way that
enables Iraq to regain its position and
effective role and move forward
towards the future. This is not mere
rhetoric fi it is a reality we will soon
witness through |
initiatives to strengthen dialogue,
citizenship, and extend bridges with
others.

With its rich history, human
potential, natural resources, and the
ambitions of its leaders and people,
Irag is in dire need today of
constructive and meaningful
dialogue. A dialogue based on mutual
respect, one that unites rather than
divides, builds rather than destroys.
A dialogue that brings all Iraqis
together under one unifying
principle i love for Irag. A dialogue
that focuses on the future and on
building a strong and sustainable
Irag.

Before dialogue with the outside
world, internal dialogue must come
first. Iraq today needs such dialogue,

r

-

a

and this platform is crucial. If utilized
optimally, it can serve as a space that
unifies efforts and visions and paves
the way toward engagement with the
outside world and toward the future.

We must also acknowledge the role of

the Iragi government. | extend my
sincere appreciation to His Excellency,

Pri me Mi nister
Sudani, for his clear vision in
rebuil ding I r aq @Got

only to serve Iraqg but also to benefit the
region and the world. His efforts in
economic diversification, improving
essential public services, and enhancing
the livelihoods of Iraqis are

commendable. Iragis need such aspects

that touch their living to be addressed.
| also commend the government and
constitutional institutions for creating
an attractive investment environment,
combating corruption, and
implementing necessary reforms to
ensure the country's stability and
growth. Among the major initiatives is
the Development Road project, which
we believe will usher in a new era of
prosperity for Iraq and the region.

At the United Nations, we are strong
supporters of this conference and
remain committed to supporting Iraq,
away from any external agendas. We
commend the organizers valuable

efforts dedicated to the future of Iraq.
| would like to

concl

Mo hha mme

n f

u
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Baghdad, 11 January 2025 - Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with Minister of
Migration and Displaced, Ms. Evan Faiq Jabro, and National Security
Adviser, Qassim al -Araji. They discussed the issue of the repatriation of Iraqi
nationals from the Al -Hol camp in northeastern Syria and the continuing UN
support for Iraq on this file.

Political Consultations

BN

Baghdad, 16 January 2025 - The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met with the Iraqi
Minister of Interior, Mr. Abdul -Amir Al -Shammari. They discussed the
situation in Irag and the cooperation between the United Nations and the
Ministry of Interior, especially in the field of human rights, as well as issues of
mutual interest. The SRSG was also briefed about the work of the ministry in

the service of the people and maintaining their security, and he praised the
measures that enhance the capabilities of the Ministry.

Khan Dhari, 11 January 2025 - Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraqg (UNAMI),  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, visited Khan Dhari
west of Baghdad today, where he was hosted by Sheikh Jamal Al -Dhari ,
Secretary -General of the Iragi National Project, and met with Iraqgi tribal
leaders and notables.

The SRSG heard the views and ideas of the participants about the
developments in Iraq that contribute to Iraq's unity and stability, and
appreciated the history of Iraq and its pivotal role in the region. The SRSG
emphasized the importance of national unity and the participation of all Iraqi
components in the political process, and to remain hopeful about a bright
future in the high interest of Irag.

The SRSG also toured Khan Dhari, built in 1908, and expressed appreciation
of this historical site.

Basra, 18 January 2025 - The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , visited Basra Governorate
today, where he met with Governor Asaad Al Eidani . They discussed the
developments in the governorate, challenges faced by communities in Basra,
and continued support from the United Nations.

—
o

Basra, 19 January 2025 - The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission

for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
leaders.

met today in Basra with  tribal

- Prime Minister of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq Masrour Barzani on X: "l had a timely meeting with ~ Ant6nio
Guterres  at World Economic Forum 2025. We discussed key challenges facing
Irag and the region, emphasizing the importance of safeguarding the
Kurdi stan Regionds constitutional

Davos, Switzerland, 23 January 2025

rights

t
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Baghdad, 3 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the UN Secretary
-General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met with
the Iragi Minister of Education,  Dr. Ibrahim Namis Al -Jubouri.  They
discussed coordination and joint cooperation between Iraq and the United
Nations in the fields of education and science.

Photo courtesy of the Ministry of Education.

Political Consultations

Erbil, 4 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan
met with the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Mr. Masrour
Barzani. The meeting discussed the situation in Iraq, including the Kurdistan
Region, as well as in the Middle East, in addition to the ongoing cooperation
with the United Nations in various fields.

Photo courtesy of KRG Media Office.

Erbil, 4 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
met in Erbil with Mr. Qubad Talabani, Deputy Prime Minister of the
Government of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and discussed the situation in the
region and Iraq, as well as matters of mutual interest.

Erbil, 4 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the UN Secretary -
General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met with
the Minister of Interior of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Mr. Réber Ahmed.
They discussed the situation in the Region and the ongoing cooperation
between the United Nations and the Kurdistan Region in humanitarian
affairs.

Photo courtesy of the KR Ministry of Interior.

Erbil, 5 February 2025
General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
in Erbil with the President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
Barzani. They discussed the situation in Iraqg, including the Kurdistan
Region, as well as cooperation between the United Nations and the authorities
to serve the best interests of the country and all its components.

Photo courtesy of the KR Presidency Media office.

- The Special Representative of the Secretary -
met today
Mr. Nechirvan

Sulaymaniyah, 5 February 2025 - The First Lady of Irag, Shanaz Ibrahim
Ahmad, received today in Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan Region of Iraq, the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan.

They discussed cooperation between Irag and the United Nations regarding
the protection and restoration of antiquities, as well as the preservation of
national heritage, given the expertise of specialized UN organizations in this
field.

The Special Representative expressed his gratitude to the First Lady for her
kind invitation to visit the city.
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Samarra, 10 February 2025 - Claudio Cordone, Deputy Special
Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq for Political
Affairs and Electoral Assistance:

0Meet i ng NGOtTadarukh ein Samarra. Discussion focused on human

Baghdad, 05 February 2025 8 The Deputy Special Representative of the UN
Secretary -General for Iraq for Political Affairs and Electoral Assistance,

lCIaudlo_Corldgne ; _oMeM91_| r:jg tod?C)'/\/l,:IedeeBIaug g_mmmuzw t r?ights issues, including enforced disappearances, and the forthcoming
nternatlona~ ommission on Missing Persons - colleagues. Discusse parliamentary elections. We will continue
UNAMI 6s cooperation on supporting Iraq in addressing the issue of mi ssing
persons in the country, key to our human - rrghts mandate. o

Baghdad, 12 February 2025 - H.E. Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al -
Sudani received today the Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission

for Iraq (UNAMI),  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan

They discussed the situation in Irag and the region as well as enhancing

Tikrit, 10 February 2025 - Claudio Cordone , Deputy Special cooperation between the United Nations and Iraq in the service of Iraq and its
Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq for Political people.
Affairs and Electoral Assistance: Dr. Al Hassan also briefed H.E. Prime Minister Al  -Sudani about the most

important aspects of his recent visit to the State of Kuwait and his meetings

with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Meshal Al -Ahmad Al -Jaber Al -

Sabah and His Highness Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al -Hamad Al -

Sabah, and noted the Kuwaiti keenness to strengthen the fraternal bonds

. ! between the two brotherly neighbors, restore trust that is based on mutual

support of the United Nations.” respect and good neighborliness, and build bridges of cooperation to serve the

interests of the two brotherly countries and peoples.

Photo courtesy of the Prime Ministerds Med

“In Tikrit this morning, meeting with First Deputy Governor of Salah Al -Din
Hashem Azzawi Al -Sammarrai. Discussing developments in the
governorate including potential for tourism. Assured him of the continuing

Sammara, 15 February 2025 - On a visit to Salah Al -Din Governorate, the
Baghdad, 13 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the United Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI), Dr.
Mission for Iraqg (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met today with Mr. Mohamed Al Hassan, metin Sammara with Governor Badr Mahmoud Al -
Ammar Al -Hakim, Head of Al Hikma National Movement. They discussed Fahl. o o ) '
the situation in Iraq and the region as well as the work of the United Nations The meeting included a briefing on the reconstruction work in the governorate
in Irag. and the role of the United Nations as well as the future tourism potential of

this region with its rich history.
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Salah Al -Din, 15 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan , met with members of Salah Al -Din Provincial Council as well as
tribal leaders, dignitaries and stakeholders at the headquarters of Salah Al -
Din Provincial Council, where he listened to the views and concerns of the
representatives of the area.

Political Consultations

Page 8

Baghdad, 16 February 2025 8 The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan , met today with the Secretary General of the Badr Organization, Mr.
Hadi Al -Amiri.  They discussed the current situation in Iraq and the region
as well as cooperation between Iraq and the United Nations.

Baghdad, 17 February 2025 - The Special Representative of the Secretary -
General of the United Nations for Irag and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met today
with the Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry for Multilateral and Legal
Affairs, Ambassador Shorsh Khaled Saeed

They discussed ways to enhance cooperation between Irag and the United
Nations across various areas, especially supporting stability and development
efforts in the country.

Photo courtesy of MOFA.

Baghdad, 27 February 2025 0 The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan , met today with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Fuad Hussein. They di scussed
cooperation between the United Nations and Iraq across various fields, and
ways to further enhance it.

Photo courtesy of MOFA.

Regional Consultations

SRSG for Iraqg and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, meets
Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi, Minister of
State at the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Doha, State of Qatar, 14 January ‘
2025 - The Special Representative of
the United Nations Secretary -General
for lrag and Head of the United
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
met today with H.E. Dr. Mohammed
bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi,
Minister of State at the Qatari Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, during his visit to
the State of Qatar. They discussed the
latest developments in the region,
topics of mutual interest, and ways to
enhance cooperation for the benefit of
Irag and the broader region.

UNAMI &8s
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SRSG for Iraqg and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, meets
Vice President for Strategic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

Mr. Mohammad Javad Zarif

Baghdad, 6 February 2025 0 The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Irag (UNAMI), Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, met in Baghdad
today with the Vice President for
Strategic Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mr. Mohammad
Javad Zarif, who is currently visiting
Irag. Regional developments and its
impact and efforts in support of
regional stability as well as cooperation
between the United Nations and the
Islamic Republic of Iran were among
the issues discussed.

His Highness Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Meshal Al -Ahmad Al -Jaber Al -
Sabah receives the Special Representative of the UN Secretary -
General for Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan

Kuwait, 9 February 2025 - His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Meshal Al -Ahmad Al -Jaber Al-Sabah
received today the Special
Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, on the occasion of his visit to
Kuwait. H.E. Minister of Foreign
Affairs Abdullah Al -Yahya attended the
meeting.

(@ -

Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al -Hamad Al -Sabah
receives the Special Representative of the UN Secretary -General for
Iraq and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan

Kuwait, 9 February 2025 o His
Highness the Crown Prince of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al -Hamad Al -
Sabah received today the Special
Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, on the occasion of his visit to
Kuwait. H.E. Minister of Foreign
Affairs Abdullah Al -Yahya attended the
meeting.
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SRSG for Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, meets
Mr. Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi, Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ,

19 February 2025 - His Excellency
Mr. Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi,
Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), met with
the Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary -General for
Irag and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI),
Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, at the
General Secretariat headquarters in
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

During the meeting, several topics were
discussed, including UNAMI activities
in supporting Iraq as well as
cooperation between the GCC and the
Mission, including the files relating to
the Republic of Irag and the State of
Kuwait.

Photo courtesy of GCC SG.

Electoral
UNAMI wel comes the extension of | HECOG
mandate
Baghdad, 13 January 2025 -The Commi ssi on (I HE C) 0 with th® &ragi raudhoriti@s foy providing
United Nations Assistance Mission for Commissioners in the Republic of Iraq. technical assistance to IHEC to fulffill
Irag (UNAMI) welcomes the Council of UNAMI underscores the importance of its vital role in ensuring free, fair,
Representatives' endorsement of the constitutional obligations and holding credible, transparent, and timely
Supreme Judicial Council's decision to the parliamentary elections scheduled elections.
extend for two years the mandate of the for this year. The Mission reaffirms its -
Independent High Electoral readiness to continue working closely = |

DSRSG Cordone visits IHEC, discuss 2025 CoR elections

Baghdad, 29 January 2025 0 The
Deputy Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary -General for
Iraq for Political Affairs and Electoral
Assistance, Claudio Cordone: "Today at
IHEC meeting with IHEC Chair Judge
Omar Mohammed and board members
to discuss planning for the 2025 CoR
elections, including work on the Kirkuk
votersod register.
continues."

T -

Women Empowerment

UNFPA on X

Baghdad, 2 February 2025 O00UNFPA is developing a digital referral app
organizations assisting survivors of violence.
The app wildl ensure safe, fast

, and confidenti al access to ess
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UN Women supports capacity building and women empowerment

trainings
Duhok, 6 January 2025 - Accepting
Others Organization (AQO)

implemented two impactful three -day
training workshops aimed at
empowering 20 women and girls in
each session, from diverse backgrounds
including host communities, internally
displaced persons (IDPs), refugees,
gover nment and
representatives. The workshops were
held at the Kurdistan Women Union in
Duhok.

The first workshop which targeted host
community, IDPs and refugees focused
on key areas such as livelihoods &
economic empowerment, Know About
Business (KAB), and business financial
planning, while the second workshop
specifically targeted women and girls
aged 22 to 55 who hold managerial and
leadership roles in government
institutions and political parties to
build their capacities and enhance
leadership skills focusing on
leadership, negotiation skills, conflict
resolution, and crisis management.
Jinda Organization for Women and
Girls Affected by War conducted a
series of capacity-building sessions
aimed at advancing the understanding

pol

of Women, Peace, and Security (WPS).
The sessions included 50 religious
leaders and media representatives in
Dohuk and Zakho, focusing on fostering
peace and promoting community
coexistence. Additionally, 80 law
enforcement officials in Dohuk, Zakho,
and Bardarash were trained to enhance
itheiri uoderstandifg samd tapplication of

legal frameworks, particularly

international humanitarian law, to

especially in camp

protect women,

settings. These efforts will continue

with the next phase extending to 20

more law enforcement officials in

Amedi.

These trainings are part of the project
0Advancing the | mpl eme
Second Irag National Plan on UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 on
Wo me n , Peace, and
by the Government of Sweden and
implemented in partnership with UN
Women.

Sec

UNAMI emphasizes the role of women in Iraq and protection of their

rights

Baghdad,
Recognizing

13 January 2025 o]
the critical role civil
society pl ays in
empowerment, the Special
Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General (SRSG) for Iraq and
Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Irag (UNAMI), Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with
members of the Women Advisory Group
and representatives of Civil Society
Organizations to discuss a number of
priorities for Iragi women and how the

UN can support this

important file.

progress on

p rlo the discussipns, whe BRSE Gasd the

UN team heard from the
representatives an overview of the
situation of
including their concerns about pending
draft amendments to laws relating to
womenods rights. He
need to ensure that proposed
|l egislations
and that women participate fully in
decision-making processes.

)

womenodog eal ighatsi oinn

saf egua(SObGs)womends

Dr. Al Hassan also affirmed that the
United Nations remains engaged and
will continue to support the
Government of Iraq and civil society in
ensuring progress towards the full
olfr algr, aq 0 s
the protection and empowerment of
women and girls across the country, in
leimpeh awii zke dt hteh eGover nme
the Sustainable Development Goals
rights

| ==
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Advancing womenod6s | eadership for peace
drives community development and
soci al cohesion in Ki
Hosher Malo, Manager of the
Kurdistan Organization for Human
Rights Watch.
With 55 participants, including
representatives from civil society,
government, and international
organizations, the event underscored
the importance of grassroots leadership
in fostering change. Throughout the
event, the critical role of the Kirkuk
Wo mends Net wor Kk in ac
womends rights and pro
Kirkuk, 20 January 2025 - Today, women?os rights, a n dchangel dvas suaderskaed. Local
UN Women lIraq, in collaboration with community challenges. government representatives reiterated
the Sewan Women Empowerment The conference showcased their commitment to supporting the
Organi zation and t hetrangfomatve itatives erasocial and womends network and ad
and Humanitarian Fund (WPHF), economic development for returnee to foster community development in the
hosted an inspiring event in Kirkuk to women and girls in Kirkuk, which have region.
highlight the achievements of the raised awareness and fostered As part of t he Women
Kirkuk Wo mends N e t aoll@borktion acfolsi the community. Humanitarian Fund, this initiative
initiative, supported by the WPHF, 0This program has | addmbhet gabpesdwohrek powe
aimed to empower women leaders to for a strong women & sleadeeshipvinr &dvatcimg tpeace odnd
drive social cohesion, advocate for only enhance wo me n & sdeveloprheat$n Irab.u t al so
Advancing womenos rol es i n Kirkuk: W C
event highlights progress and collaboration
Kirkuk, 23 January 2025 - Today, the Directorate, and Ms. Iman The event concluded with a resounding
Kirkuk Governorate, in partnership Abdulrahman, Head of the Women call for continued dialogue, cooperation,
with  UN Women and the United Leadership Institute (WLI), presented and actionable steps to advance the role
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq compelling overviews of ongoing of women in Kirkuk and beyond,
(UNAMI), hosted a landmark Women, initiatives and programs supported by reinforcing the province's commitment
Peace, and Security (WPS) event at the UN Wo me n to b ol st eor fosteringm pustiée s and inclusive
Kirkuk Governorate building. The leadership and rights. governance.
event brought together nearly 200 A dynamic panel discussion followed, 0This initiative in Ki
participants, including civil society featuring esteemed women leaders. The important opportunity to raise
leaders, activists, senior government panel delved into critical topics, awareness of the WPS agenda as Iraq
officials, and representatives of United including the implementation of prepares to develop its Third National
Nations agencies, to reaffirm their UNSCR 1325, womends RActiondRan soh iSER 132%. dit also
commi t ment t o a dv anenhamgng wadlabematios between highlights the vital role of women -led
roles in governance, peacebuilding, and government and civil society. Key organizations in strengthening social
society. proposals included recognizing cohesion and supporting Kirkuk
The Governor of Kirkuk, Mr. Rébwar influential  women as role models, authorities in delivering critical
Taha, opened the event with a warm integrating women into higher services to lragqi wo me
welcome, expressing gratitude to UN administrative roles, and leveraging Ajay Madiwale, UN Women

Women and UNAMI for their
collaboration and emphasizing
aspirations for deeper partnerships
with the United Nations. Echoing his
sentiments, the Chairman of the
Kirkuk Governorate Council, Mr.
Mohammed Al -Hafiz, reaffirmed his
support for initiatives aligned with UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 and

their vital rol e i
rights.

UNAMI 6s Head of K'i
Beppe Lovoi, delivered remarks,
underscoring highlighted the

importance of empowering women as
key drivers of peace and security in
Iraq. Additionally, Mrs. Intisar Karim,

Head of the Kirkuk Women's Affairs

media to champion

W o

iRepresentativeiindréigt s .
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Italy and WFP partner with the Government of Iraq to strengthen

community resilience
opportunities in Iraq

Baghdad, 30 January 2025 0 The
United Nations World Food Programme

(WFP) welcomed a generous
contribution from the Italian
Government through the Italian

Agency for Development Cooperation
(AICS) to strengthen community
resilience and empower women through
green opportunities, to address the
challenges climate change poses to
agriculture and food security in Irag.

WFP will work together with the
Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of
Environment to empower local
communities in food security and
climate action decisions. WFP will also
provide capacity building and technical
expertise to local government
authorities, helping them implement
sustainable farming and livelihood
solutions that can withstand climate
challenges.

This project takes an innovative
approach to support vulnerable women -
led households, crisis -affected people,
and smallholder farmers. It aims to
help communities become more
adaptable and resilient to climate
change shocks by promoting inclusive
coordination, active participation, and
income-generating activities with a
focus on empowering women, youth,
and persons with disabilities. The
project will be implemented in Ninewa,
Salah al -Din, Thi -Qar, and Basra.

Il ragds agricul tural
main sources of income for vulnerable
populations and the second -largest
contributor t o t he
Domestic Product (GDP) after oil
revenues. More frequent droughts and
continued water scarcity are increasing
challenges to farmers who face reduced
crop yields and loss of arable land,

leading to an overall decline of
agriculture in Iraq.
olragq, 6the Il and of

serious problem with water scarcity,
desertification, rising temperatures and
other climate impacts that heavily
affect its agriculture and, in turn, its
food security. WFP is committed to

and women

working with the Government of Iraq
to support local governments and
communities in developing scalable and
sustainable climate -smart solutions
that not only address those issues, but
enable the people to adapt and
overcome t hem, 6
Representative and Country Director
Mageed Yahi a. 0 -Teon
resilience, it is essential to involve all
members of the community i especially
women, people with disabilities, and
other marginalized groups f in
decision-making processes that support
food security and sustainable
livelihoods."

WFP will partner with the Government

of Irag, academia and a number of
Italian experts to provide technical
solutions, equipment and expertise,
fostering innovative ecosystems that
draw from the extensive experience on
providing technical capacity building to
public institutions and national
organizations.

Collaboration with the private sector
and academia will help drive
innovative and sustainable solutions to
empower women in agriculture. This
includes improving food production,
processing, storage, and distribution, as
well as promoting responsible farming
practices, diverse income opportunities,
and reducing waste. The project also
focuses on the connection between
sector _is {.n e of_

/

empowerment

t he

for green

agriculture, energy, and the
environment to create lasting change.

0Climate change

t o Il raqds agr.i
threatening livelihoods and food
security all over the Country, and
especially for Wbnfen -l e d
highlighted H.E. Niccoldo Fontana,

bAumblads s hdog of ltaly
regions across lIraq face the harsh
realities of water scarcity, land

degradation, and rising temperatures.
This project directly addresses these
challenges by promoting green skills
and expanding the private sector

workforce, enhancing agricultural
val ue chains, suppor
entrepreneurship in climate -resilient

sectors. ltaly is proud to commit to
fostering a green transition that will
benefit not only the environment, but
also the population, empowering their
communities and nurturing
sustainability.é
WFP will continue working with the
Government of lIrag to support
communities affected by climate change
by aligning its project implementation
wi t h t he
particularly focusing on the addressing
unemployment, improving water
management in irrigation to drive up
production and empower women to
seek and maintain sustainable
livelihoods.

UN Women and UNFPA partner to strengthen the resilience of

women and girls in Iraq

Baghdad, 5 February 2025 OUN
Women and United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) are pleased to
announce a new collaboration to
strengthen the resilience of vulnerable
women and girls fi including internally

displaced persons, returnees and host

communities in Sinjar, Sinuni, and Al -

Amal Centre in Ninawa Province.
Building on ongoing efforts to foster

social cohesion and enhance women's

leadership, this initiative will equip

participants with business and
technical training in sustainable
practices, entrepreneurship, and
financial literacy. Additionally, women
will receive essential resources to
support their economic independence

poses
cul

househo

t

Government o
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UN Women and UNFPA partner to strengthen the resilience of

women and girls in Iraq

and strengthen their role in rebuilding
their communities.

Ol nvesting in
to fostering inclusive development in
Il raqg, 6 said
for Il ragq, Aj ay
initiative will provide women with the
tools to drive their own recovery and
contribute to a stronger, more cohesive
society. 6

0Thi s partnership
step towards empowering women and
girls. By equipping them with the skills

(continued)

and resources they need, we are not
only supporting their individual growth

wo me n 6 bBut rakss iehhaecing ethei sverdalé y

resilience of their

UN Wo me nGaRik plHaysapatlyan, i YEFPA
Ma @Represertatve a.i. staf€ch i s

This partnership underscores UN
Women and UNFPAO3s ¢
advancing womenos
empowerment in Iraq, ensuring they

r dgve thes skilstasd suaportwneeted Ito
thrive.
| ==

UN Women and the National Directorate for Iragi Women convene

ci vi | soci

ety

consul tat.

Plan on Women, Peace and Security

Baghdad, 5 February 2025 0 The
National Directorate for Iragi Women,
in collaboration with UN Women,
convened a high-level consultation
session with 75 representatives from
civil society organizations (CSOs) and
the Government of Iraq to advance the
Women, Peace, and Security (WPS)

Iragi Women, emphasized the

i mportance of women?d
security
inclusion enhances the effectiveness of
security institutions and strengthens
their capacity to respond to crises and
challenges. Our vision is to build a
society founded on justice, where both

agenda and support the development of women and men contribute to
Il raqds third Nati onsaust #icnamlne Pkapoe. 6
(INAP 11I). Ajay Madiwale, UN Women

As a regional leader in Women, Peace,
and Security, Iraq is developing its
INAP Ill, set to be launched soon.
During the consultation, Dr. Ahlam
Shaheed presented INAP Il on behalf
of the National Directorate for Iraqi

Women, outlining its focus on
strengthening institutional
frameworks, legal protections, and
soci et al support

leadership. The session highlighted the
vital role of civil society in shaping and
implementing the plan, with insights
from the discussions feeding directly
into its finalization to ensure grassroots
perspectives are reflected in national
policymaking.

Dr. Yousra Kareem Mohsin, Director -
General of the National Directorate for

Strengthening

Mediators Network

Baghdad, 17 February 2025 - The
National Directorate for Iragi Women
(NDIW) and UN Women convened a
meeting with members of the Iraq
Nati onal Wo mends
Network. The meeting focused on
outlining the tasks, roles, and
responsibilities of the network, with an

Representative for Iraq, reiterated the
critical role of women -led civil society
in shaping and implementing INAP Il1.
oCi vil soci ety
strengthening women's health,

and

peace

emphasis on the mediators' crucial role
in enhancing sustainable peace and
promoting women's political
participation, in line with the National

P e actioa PlaM dad iWarheo,r Peace, and

Security.
Dr. Yousra Kareem, General Director of
t he NDI W, stated in

on

t o advance

advancing economic empowerment, and
5 eii mtfeogrr @t hgn iwotme n 6 s

institutiongpeastebui hdi ngWermdmndg s

noted.
The consultation concluded with a
reaffirmation of collective commitments

t o ensuring t hat wWor
leadership, and political participation
remain central to Ira

international policy agenda. With INAP
Ill soon to be launched, the National
Directorate for Iragi Women and UN
Women continue to prioritize inclusive
policymaking and sustained

r e maengagement with eidl Isogiéty toidnive
forward the WPS agenda in Irag.

program is not merely a local initiative;

it is the first national network of its
kind at the Arab and regional levels,
aiming to enhance the role of women in
peacebuilding and support women in
the governorates to achieve stability
and sustainabl e
Additionally, Pepaty Secretay T-Eeéneral

dev
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Strengthening and

Mediators Network

peace
(continued)

of the Council of Ministers Dr. Othman
Al-Jaheshi highlighted the importance
of reconciliation and peacebuilding and
emphasized the mediators' role in
positively influencing their

He also acknowledged the significant
role of tribal leaders in resolving
conflicts, noting the support of the
Prime Minister for this initiative and

the coordination with governors,

communities and resolving disputes.

On I nternational Wo menos

stabil

Page 15

provincial councils, and relevant
womenos
This initiative is rooted in principles

that align with the Iragi Constitution,

local laws, social diversity, and a
commitment to the Sustainable
Development Goals. It aims to empower
women within their communities,
positioning them as catalysts for
positive change. While the focus
includes conflict resolution, the
initiative also seeks to foster
understanding and facilitate peaceful
solutions. It wunderscores the
importance of collaboration between
local communities, government
institutions, and organizations to
ensure effective and sustainable
outcomes.

Day, the

Secretary -General in Iragq praises the history of Iragi women and
-making

calls for a greater role in decision

Baghdad, 22 February 2025 8 The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraqg (UNAMI), Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, participated
today in an event organized by Dream
Organization under the theme
"Celebrating Iraqi Women", to mark
the I nternational

In his speech, Dr. Al Hassan praised
the history of Iragi women,
commending their role across
generations as an inspiring example for
other women.

Speaking about the present, he
emphasized that women have a wide
space to contribute
future. He raised a question: "What
prevents us from dreaming and seeing,

in the near future, an Iraqi woman as this event on the occasion of
President of the Republic, Prime I nternational
Minister, or Speaker of Parliament?" pleasure is even greater as we celebrate
He further stated: "lraq is capable of Iragi women A past, present, and
developing plans and visions to future A here in this Abbasid palace.
empower Iragi women in a way that | would like to extend my sincere
aligns with its customs and traditions." gratitude to the organizers of this
Dr. Al Hassan reaffirmed the United event, especially Dr. Nawar and her

Nationsd <continuous coelleggyes,rfor thelrr conimeraaple
efforts in

women and their aspirations, stressing
the importance of preserving the which is deeply appreciated by us at
the United Nations.

achievements made so far.

Here is the full text of SRSG Al Hassan | also take this opportunity to express

speech: my deep admiration for Iraqi women

oDear Dr . A s saedrthe sackfiees they havie made over

Dream Organization the years, despite the difficult
situations and challenges they have

Ladies and gentlemen,
Distinguished guests, faced. | say this with complete honesty

Wo

Peace be upon you all,
It is a great pleasure to participate in

Nawar

pr omot i n gdnthisvgreatdegatys

and sincerity: lragi women are a
shining example for women
everywhere.

Wo me nHistery reboady, .in goltien letters, the

names of lragi women who have
contributed to the progress of
humanity. And | am not just speaking
of modern history, | am referring to a
rich, ancient civilization with deep
roots in history. Iraqis, both men and
women, have every right to take pride
rights,
And let me be frank: Iraq today lacks a
more active role for Iragi women. Their
presence in decision-making positions
remains limited, and | believe that the
time has come for Iragi women to take
on greater responsibilities and hold key
positions in decision -making circles.
Our focus must be on the future fi on

I ty: t

departments.

h e

Spec
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Day, the

Secretary -General in Iraq praises the history of Iragi women

(continued)

how to transform reality for the better,
how to turn challenges into
opportunities, and opportunities into
concrete, actionable programs. After
all, challenges create opportunities, and
opportunities give rise to leaders.

Why not dream? What prevents us
from dreaming that, in the near future,
we will see an Iragi Woman as
President of the Republic, Prime
Minister, or Speaker of Parliament? In
my Vview, Il raqgds
the most advanced in the region, and it
provides ample space for women to
contribute to
Constitution and Judiciary are among
the major pillars of the nation and
citizens and preserving an independent
and fair Judiciary is a sacred national
duty.

Iraq is a unique country, with its own
distinct identity. We must capitalize on
this uniqueness to draw a roadmap for
t omo r r o wibam Irdq rofahppe, an

citizens are equal based on the
principle of citizenship.

Ladies and gentlemen

Distinguished guests

| personally do not believe in imported
stereotypes. Iraq is rich in its own
cultural, historical, and social heritage,
and | believe that Iraq is capable of
developing its own plans and visions to
empower women in a way that aligns

with its traditions and values.

Co n sAnd t say it dondly:i Long dive olmadj

womenfi with their knowledge and

United Nations will remain steadfast in
supporting Iragi women and their
aspirations. | also call upon Iraqis and
decision-makers to preserve the
achievements of Iraqi women.

Allow me to conclude my remarks with
a few lines of Iragi poetry. | do not

Iraq of civilization, an Iraq where all know the name of the poet, but these
Human Rights

UNA MI Human Rights Offi

victims of human rights

Tikrit, 13 January 2025 - The with victims of human rights violations

Human Rights Office of the United
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) organized a one -day training
for staff members of Independent High
Commission for Human Rights
(IHCHR) and human rights activists on

ol nterviewing
violations. o6

and 4 women) from Salah Al -Din
governorate attended the training.

Participants acquired knowledge and
techniques in conducting interviews

Vi cti ms
Twel ve

and participated in scenarios allowing

Statement by the United Nations in Iraq

Baghdad, 24 January 2025 - The
United Nations in lIraq is closely

following the latest developments
regarding the Iragi Council of
Representativeso
amendments to the 1959 Personal
Status Law, along with other important

legislation.

In this regard, the United Nations in

Irag underscores the importance of

ensuring that legal reforms align with
Il raqgds
commitments, particularly in relation

to safeguarding the rights and well

bejngpof waorne dnd childrén, in a way
that meets the aspirations of the Iraqi

peopl e and
historic achievements and gains.

We have engaged extensively with the
relevant Iragi stakeholders and

The

their cultural heritage, from Al -Faw in
s h api n the douthet@Zalkho iri thetnorth. e .

I can only reaffirm that the

international community and the

ce

verses were written about Iraqi
womenif specifically those from Basra.
They resonated with me deeply. |
present them here with some slight

Spec

modi fi cations, seeki |
permission and forgiveness:
60A blessing is the datl

blessed is her name,

She bore the nation's burdens alongside
her own worries,

The daughters of the country are pearls
and a necklace of coral,

My pen is perplexed, not knowing what
to write about her,

She is from Basra,

And | say,

She is the free daughter of Irag, a
thousand times free,

She is noble like a palm tree, with
golden skin and dark eyes,

Her soul is enriched with forgiveness;
and does not know anger,

Unto you are my blessings and sincere
greetings. ®

Thank you. 6

organi zes
i ol ationso

to conduct interviews with victims of
traumatic experiences.

emphasized the need for a constructive

i nternati on abnd inclusiveadmlogue orgthist nsatter.

We will continue our efforts in this
direction, reaffirming the United
Nationsd steadfast
its aspirations toward a state governed

preser veby the hue ofclawvu and regp@ct for

human rights.

| ==

S u |
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UN Human Rights Council concludes the Universal Periodic Review

of Iraq

Geneva, 27 January 2025 - UN
Human Rights Council concluded the
Universal Periodic Review of Iraq on 27
January 2025, with 93 states speaking

at the meeting.
You can watch the video of the session

a t

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k15/k158n

2uzz0

The UPR48 Working Group adopted
the report on Friday, 31 January 2025.

The Federal Commission of Integrity and the Human Rights Office
of the UNAMI start dialogue sessions across Irag on integrating a

human rights

Baghdad, 27 February 2025 d0n 19
February 2025, the Federal
Commission of Integrity (Col) and the
Human Rights Office of the UNAMI
held the first of five dialogue sessions
across Irag on integrating a human

rights -based approach into anti -
corruption efforts.

Todayds event in
together 40 participants, including

journalists,

representatives of civil

-based approach into anti

society organizations, defense lawyers,
and Col staff. Discussions focused on
the connection between corruption and
human rights violations, emphasizing
the need for collaborative strategies to
prevent and combat corruption while
promoting human rights, including
economic, social, and cultural rights.

@ grticigaatd alsotexploredgciralienges in
ensuring a safe and enabling
environment for human rights

Living with Disabillities

-corruption efforts

defenders, journalists, anti -corruption
activists and whistleblowers,
recognizing their crucial role in
tackling corruption.

The second dialogue session was held
in Anbar on 27 February 2025.

The event in Anbar brought together 50
participants, including journalists,
defense lawyers, Col staff and
society

representatives of 24 civil
organizations.

(il 1
st

SRSG for Iraq and Head of UNAMI Al Hassan receives a delegation

from the Al

Baghdad, 31 January 2025 - The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General (SRSG) for
Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, received in his
office earlier this week a delegation
from the Al -Foratain Network for the
Care of the Deaf in Iraq. The SRSG
stressed the need to provide
opportunities and an appropriate
climate for persons with disabilities. He
emphasized that the United Nations
attaches great importance to
supporting them by integrating the
perspective of disability into all pillars
of UN work on peace, security, human
rights, and development.

7
{
pNS=77

-Foratain Network for the Care of the Deaf in Iraq
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SRSG for Iraq and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, visits

the Iraqi Media Network

Baghdad, 20 January 2025 - The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Irag (UNAMI), Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, visited today the
Iragi Media Network. He met with its
Chairman, Mr. Kareem Hamadi, and
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees,
Mr. Thaer Al -Ghanimi, in the presence
of directors of t he
and media institutions. The Special
Representative was briefed on the work
of the network and its various
institutions and highlighted the pivotal
role of Iragi media in promoting
stability and progress in Irag.

SR 0

-—"-r”;’i.& :

SRSG for Iraq and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, visits

Rudaw Media Network

Erbil, 4 February 2025 - The Special
Representative of the UN Secretary -
General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,
Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, visited the
headquarters of Rudaw Media Network
in Erbil. During his meeting with the
net wor kds CEO Ako
Hassan stressed the importance of
freedom of press and more joint
cooperation between the UN and the
media in general, and Rudaw in
particular in a manner that contributes
to further advancement in lIraq,
including in the Kurdistan region. After
the meeting, the Special Representative
toured t he net wor Kk g
studi os, and praised
professionalism, wishing them further
progress.

Mo

UNESCO holds meeting at the High Judicial Council to Support the

0Soci al Me d i

Baghdad, 27 February 2025 - The
United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
convened a high-level meeting today at
the High Judicial Council, bringing
together government institutions and
independent bodies to discuss and
endor se its newly |
Medi a for Peaceo (
funded by the European Union.

The meeting, held at the Judicial
Development Institute, was
inaugurated by Judge Amer Hassan,
Head of the Publishing and Media
Court. Discussions focused on the
projectds objectives
mechanisms, including the
establishment of a national task force
comprising government institutions, a

civil coalition of NGOs, and social

a

for Peacebo

media activists. This initiative aims to
promote responsible media practices
and foster a culture of peace.

During the meeting, Ahmed Al -Tayyar,
Deputy Head of the Iragi National
Security Service, and Saad Maan, Head
of the Security Media Committee,
delivered hpeesentatiors o laighlatting
theM difportanpe @i eallaboration
between media and security
institutions in strengthening societal
stability.

The meeting gathered representatives
from the Human Rights Commission,
the Communications and Media
Cammibsion, rthe IManistey roft latdrior,0 n
the University of Baghdad, the Prime
Mi ni ster ds Oof fice
Intelligence Affairs, the Baghdad
Municipality, the Ministry of Justice,

( SM4P)

and other key stakeholders.

Discussions concluded with a consensus
to advance the project, with full

support from the national task force

and official endorsement by the Iraqi

judiciary, ensuring successful

implementation.

Projec
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UNAMI on X
Baghdad, 12 February 2025 - The
Special Representative of the UN

Secretary -General for Iraqg and Head of
the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan:

olragq has suffered
past years. Thanks to the grace of God

Supporting Iraq

Baghdad, 16 January 2025 & Today,
an official ceremony was organized in
Baghdad by the United Nations Office
of Counter -Terrorism (UNOCT) to hand
over information technology (IT)
equipment to the Iraqgi national
authorities in charge of registering
adult Iragi nationals seeking to be
repatriated from Al Hol Camp located
in Northeast Syria.

This equipment consists of two servers,
20 laptops, 20 desktops, 15 tablets, 15
portable printers, 10 fingerprint
scanners, six cameras and other IT
devices for efficient data management,
for a total amount of ca. USD 200,000.
Senior representatives from the Iraqi
government, including the Office of the
National Security Advisor, the Head of
the European Union delegation to Iraq,
the Head of the European Union
Advisory Mission to Iraq, and the Head
of the UNOCT office in Iraq,
participated in the ceremony.

The equipment was procured by the
European Union & United Nations
Global Terrorism Threats Facility, a
joint initiative implemented by UNOCT
in partnership with and thanks to
funding from the European Union. The

Facility has been working in advisory support and training sessions these challenging tasks.

UN and Irag launch ONE UN Plan to support the return,
rehabilitation, and reintegration of Iragis from Al -Hol Camp

Baghdad, 30 January 2025 0 The Irag, the United Nations, the United Nations, including the
United Nations and the Government of diplomatic community, and Secretary-Gener al hi msel
Irag launched today the second phase international partners. ol't is time to close
of t he ONE UN Pl an Speakingt dt et ceyelheny, Special page on ISIS threats. It is a challenging
Beginnings©oa, a ¢ 0 Representhtiee nofs the vUaited Nations project and solving it in accordance

framework aimed at facilitating the
safe, voluntary, and dignified return,
rehabilitation, and reintegration of
Iragi nationals from Al -Hol and Al -Roj
camps in northeastern Syria.

The event, held at Al -Nahrain Center
in Baghdad, was attended by senior
representatives of the Government of

in the
voluntary repatriation from Al

Violent Extremism

Almighty, the solidarity of the Iraqi

people and their leadership, and the
sacrifices made by its citizens, Iraq has
been able to defeat terrorism. On the
International Day for the Prevention of

Violent Extremism, observed on 12
Fabroary, we mmember thesemsacrifices
and call on Iraqis of all backgrounds to

Migrations

registration of

coordination with the UNOCT Global

Programme on Prosecution,
Rehabilitation and Reintegration (PRR)
to support the Iragi national
authorities responsible for managing
the complex process of registration and
screening lraqgi nationals seeking
voluntary repatriation. This support
seeks to foster effective and ethical
practices, in compliance with
international human -rights standards.
In addition to the IT equipment, the
Facility has provided since March 2024

Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
UNAMI Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan
stated: o0lraqos
the return of its citizens from
northeastern Syria, sets a global
positive precedent. This comprehensive
and courageous initiative has been
praised by the highest levels in the

Page 19

strengthen their collaboration in
combating incitement and hate speech,
which sow division within society. We
also emphasize the need for all Iragis to
stand together in rejecting voices of
discord and to uphold the vision of Iraq,
the cradle of civilizations, as an oasis of
security,

its nationals seeking
-Hol Camp

to relevant Iragi officials for the
development and management of a
secure and functional registration
database in line with good practices for
the management and protection of
sensitive personal data in accordance
with privacy rights. Iraqi personnel
also benefited from opportunities to
enhance their trauma -informed, and
ethical interviewing practices to
effectively interact with volunteers for
repatriation, and to maintain their own
mental well -being in delivering on

with international standards and in a
manner that commensurate with the

the civilization of humanity is evidence
of Iraqds recovery.
For his part, the National Security
Advisor Mr. Qassim al -Araji thanked
all government and international

stability,

f.
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UN and Irag launch ONE UN Plan to support return, rehabilitation,
and reintegration of Iraqis from Al -Hol Camp  (continued)

represents a renewed and collective
commitment to find a solution to one of
the most challenging and pressing
priorities for Iraq; the safe, voluntary,
and dignified return, rehabilitation,
and reintegration of Iragis stranded in
Al-Hol Camp and other parts of
northeastern Syria.
Allow me to begin with His Excellency
Prime Minister Mo h a mme
Sudani and the Government of Iraq, for

2 his commitment, leadership and
partners for their efforts, Advisor, Mr. Qassim Al -Araiji, wisdom in addressing this

emphasizing the importance of Her Excellency, Mr humanitarian and security challenge
accelerating the return process and Jabro, Minister of Migration and and for reading the situation
closing Al-Hol camp. He also urged Displacement, accurately.
international partners to continue Al-Salam Aliykum Under the stewardship of the National
supporting Iraq in this effort. Good Morning Security Advisor H.E. Qassim Al Araji
The ONE UN Pl an buil | salute each and every one of you, and the Minister of Migration and
efforts since 2021 to repatriate and you are the ones that contribute to Displacement, Her Excellency Ivan
reintegrate its citizens, particularly restoring hope to thousands of people Fadig Jabro, and with
women and children who have lived in this country, all those who are of various ministries and institutions,
in harsh and volatile conditions in Al - present in this hall today, or even Irag has adopted many bold and
Hol. More than 60 percent of the those who are absent today have decisive measures.
Iraqis in the camp are children under played a key role. Madam, the words that you have
17, and 20 percent are under five, As you know, staff prepare these mentioned here, that the most
many of whom have been denied speeches, but | will not read all what important aspect of this process is not
access to fundamental rights, is here, and there is an Arabic saying: the return, but the dignified, safe and
including education. Recognizing the Brevity is the soul of wit. But allow voluntary return for all the people of
deteriorating humanitarian and me to begin this intervention by Iraq in a way befitting of Irag.
security situation in Al -Hol, the commending the National Security Il raqgfs |l eadership i n
Government of Iraq has accelerated Advisor, His Excellency, Qassim Al - return of its citizens from northeastern
the return process, despite the many Araji, on his efforts and the efforts of Syria sets, truly, a global precedent in
challenges. The United Nations has his important institution. | would terms of numbers, mechanism as well
commended I raqds det alsoliketocommend our UN partner, as the method, and Irag can create a
reiterated the importance of Minister of Migration and global model in this regard. This
strengthening national coordination Displacement, Her Excellency Ivan comprehensive and courageous
mechanisms and empowering local Fadiq Jabro. You ar (initiative, has been praised by the
authorities to sustain the progress in international circles, especially in highest levels in the United Nations,
made. the UN. including the Secretary -General
The ONE UN P | a n : Distinguished representatives of the himself.
Beginningso i s par t Government of Iraq, From the outset, the United Nations
global framework and is implemented Esteemed members of the diplomatic has been a committed partner with
through the established UN - community, Government of Iraqg, providing technical
Government of Iraq technical Colleagues from the United Nations, expertise. 0The ONE U
working group. It is a privilege to address you all on Beginningsoreflect :
Here is the full text of the SRSG Al this occasion at the launch of the commitments to align resources and
Hassands speech at t seconditeration of the ONE UN Plan: expertise to support Irag.
O Hi s Excell ency Nat New Beginnings. This plan Allow me, | will not read all this, but |
will conclude,
Al Hahram Contor It is time to close this file and turn the
FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES page on ISIS threats. Irag must move

beyond Al-Hol and ISIS. It is a
challenging project and solving it in
accordance with international

Al Nahrai standards and in a manner that

FOR STRATE! commensurate with the level of this
country that has shaped the civilization
of humani ty i s evide
recovery. Al l these p

and their safe return, and their
honourable integration is what we
expect from this benevolent country,
and this is what is required from Iraq.
Thank You. 6
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The ONE UN Plan Steering Committee meets to discuss support for
Iraqi efforts to repatriate citizens from Syria

Baghdad, 19 January 2025 - Deputy
Special Representative of the United

Nations Secretary -General for Iraq,
Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator for Iraq, Mr. Ghulam

Isaczai, chaired the ONE UN Plan
Steering Committee to discuss support
for Iraqi efforts to repatriate citizens
from Syria. The United Nations in Iraq
reaffirmed its commitment to

Wor kshop to

devel

supporting the Government of Iraq
leadership in voluntary returns and

4 ]

op a

policy

delivering equitable, needs -based

services for all.

paper

return of Syrian refugees and its impact on the labour market

Erbil, 18 February 2025 (ILO News) -
The International Labour Organization
(ILO) in Iraq, through the
PROSPECTS Partnership funded by
the Government of the Netherlands,
organized a workshop to examine the
anticipated return of Syrian refugees
and its impact on the lIraqgi labour
market. This event was organized in
direct coordination and collaboration
with several relevant ministries,
including the Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs, the Ministry of
Migration and Displacement, the
Ministry of Planning, and the Ministry

of Labour and Social Affairs in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, in addition to
the participation of representatives
from workers' and employers'
organizations.

Given the evolving political
developments in Syria and the expected
return of refugees from Iraq and other
countries in the region in the medium
to long term,
both challenges and opportunities.
Syrian workers have played a critical
role in key sectors such as construction
and services, and their departure may
impact labour supply dynamics. The
ILO underscored the need for a
coordinated response to maintain
labour market stability, protect

vulnerable populations, and create new
economic opportunities for
returning
workforce.

both

refugees and the local

Il ragds

Dr. Maha Kattaa ILO country
coordinator stated
Syrian workers will have significant
labour market implications. A well -
coordinated approach is essential to
mitigate

opportunities. By strengthening labour

market policies, enhancing skills
development programmes, and
fostering social dialogue, we can

support both returnees and host
communities in building a more
resilient workforce.

Mr. Marwan Azeez, Director General of
the Labour and Social Security
Department in the Kurdistan Region,

emphasized the importance of this
workshop as a platform to exchange
views on the potential return of Syrian

refugees and its impact on the labour
market. The United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
provided insights into Syrian refugees'
perceptions and intentions regarding
their return, while the ILO shared

findings from a survey assessing the
economic implications of Syrian
refugeesd return
Discussions centred on the sectors most
affected by the return of refugees, key

fro

market and

labour
t gotentialo mitigatione tmeasoreso f

challenges,

Participants emphasized the
importance of conducting an accurate
census of Syrian workers and business

di srupt i on sowner,rclassifyingttheirwaupéatiens ®© &
rights, bandu areateé inclusieet ecdnamice s support

skills development and
training initiatives for Iragi workers,
and ensuring that refugee returns are
voluntary and do not disrupt the labour
market. Furthermore, they underscored
the need to enhance data collection and
categorization on Syrian refugees, as
dvell as the importance of a safe and
organized return process. Calls were
made for strengthened cooperation
between relevant federal and regional
ministries to address legal challenges
related to residency and return.

The outcomes of the workshop will be
presented at the forthcoming regional
conference on refugee return. This
multi -stakeholder initiative reinforced
the critical role of government in labour
market regulation, emphasized the
value of tripartite engagement, and
sought to formulate actionable
recommendations for ensuring a
mmoloth argintegration process for
returning refugees while fostering
labour market resilience.

on
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Austria and UNIDO digitally upskill Syrian refugees youth at Domiz 2 Camp in

Iraq

Duhok, 5 February 2025 - The
United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), with funding
from the Austrian government,
conducted a 7-day training programme
at Domiz 2 Refugee Camp near the city
of Duhok, in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq (KRI), from 15 to 23 January 2025.
This training programme is part of

Austria and UNIDO's broader
initiative, oDigital
enhance empl oyabil i tig
support young refugees, internally
displaced persons (IDPs), returnees,

and host communities with a particular
focus on digital technologies and
entrepreneurship. The programme
aims to empower participants,
especially women, by equipping them
with practical skills that can lead to
wage employment or self -employment.
The training attracted over 650
applications. Following a competitive
selection process, 20 Syrian refugees
aged 17 to 30 were chosen to
participate, including 13 women. This
is the first of some planned UNIDO
digital technology training
programmes. Participants represented
both Domiz 1 and Domiz 2 refugee
camps, with the majority residing in
Domiz 2, where the training took place.
The training programme consisted of
three key components. The first one,
Photoshop and Graphic Design,
spanned three days. It emphasized
graphic design principles such as color

theory, typography, and layout.
Participants engaged in hands -on
workshops, utilizing tools like

Photoshop and Canva to create logos,
flyers, and reusable templates. The
second component, Social Media
Marketing (SMM) over two days,
equipped participants with skills to
optimize social media accounts, plan
content calendars, and execute
campaigns with paid advertisements. A
standout feature of the programme was
the incentive for top -performing
participants to receive high -end
laptops, providing them with the tools
to launch their careers in digital fields.
The third component, the
Entrepreneurship Development
Programme (EDP) over two days,
introduced participants to foundational
entrepreneurship concepts. The EDP
guided them in identifying business
opportunities and developing practical
business plans using the Business
Model Canvas, with a focus on
budgeting and resource management.
Trainers highlighted the
transformative potential of the

programme. Mohammed Qasim Ali
Baba, an IT specialist, emphasized the
i mpact of t he
type of training will greatly benefit the
students. They are very smart and
successful in learning graphic design
techniques. | encourage them to
continue practicing and focus on
marketing skills to manage their own
businesses in the
Areen Adrees Mahmood, a computer
engineer and social media expert, noted
that many participants feel trapped by

t he challenges of
remind them this training is a chance
to change their lives. By the second
day, they already felt that they were
accomplishing
adding, o0l hope
even after the course is finished
because graphic design skills are in
high demand in the
also commented that she hopes to one
day see that all her students succeed in
managing their own businesses and

improving their livelihoods and
financial situations.
The trainees, on the other hand,

expressed excitement and hope for
their futures.

Mediya Nassar Ahmad, a 27 -year-old
from Domiz 2, has lived in the KRI for
10 years. She
so important for
skills in Photoshop and graphic design.
One day, | hope to start my own
business focused on technology and
design. | also hope to see more women
working in the tech
explained that due to the challenging
circumstances within camps, she had
no opportunities for employment.
However, the training from the
Austrian government and UNIDO has
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given her hope for a brighter future.

Alaa Abdulhamid Sulaiman, a 23 -year-

t r ai n old ffom Raamayin Byga, hasolived ins

t he KRI since 2013.
refugees, we need strong skills to
compete in the job market. This

training has helped me improve my
graphic design skills, and | plan to
promote my designs through a social

f u tmadiagagé. | encourage other refugees

to join programmes like this if given
the opportunity. o
trainers are highly experienced and

Al ac

t have domeaamexcellent jbbein not only

training participants in new digital
methods but also supporting and
encouraging them to use their

s 0 me t hknawigdge io improve theirtivies. 6
they UNod D©OiBsuei piriaicati icveg al

vision of fostering shared prosperity by
equipping individuals with means to

j avercommea ecdnemic. challeAges Asnone

of the trainers, Areen, aptly put it,

0This is a golden oppc¢
students to change their lives. | hope
they focus on the good things in their
lives which will help them overcome
chall enges and build a

Beyond technical skills, this training

has given participants the confidence to
pursue their goals. The inclusion of
women in such programmes

s har eduyndeystoreéss the r impartancg of s
me . empodevirg nhakgiaatizace droupse iw

refugee communities.

By providing opportunities like this,
UNIDO, with the funding support from

the Austrian government, continues to
rhakeed sipnificantNrepdci i the lvdss o
of refugees, IDPs, returnees, and host
community people, helping them
rebuild their futures and contribute to

the local economy.

| ==
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Coordinator

-Hasnawi, to discuss healthcare needs,

support for returnees from northeast Syria at Al

Baghdad, 17 February 2025 - UN
Resident Coordinator Ghulam
Mo hammad |l saczai
Minister of Health, H.E. Dr. Saleh
Mehdi Al -Hasnawi, to discuss
healthcare needs, including MoH
support for returnees from northeast
Syria at Al -Amal Centre. They
addressed essential health services,
existing challenges, and solutions to
enhance access. UN Irag remains
committed to ensuring inclusive access
to quality healthcare for all vulnerable
populations.

UNHCR on X

Zakho, 3 February 2025 o ol
Zakho, UNHCR opened the first -ever
multi -functional community centre
which will support refugees, displaced
families, and the local community,
fostering cohesion and inclusion.

Thank you to the Kurdistan Regional
Government and partners for making
this possible!d

Strengthening
displaced persons

Erbil, 26 February 2025 - Last week,
together with UN Multi -Partner Trust
Fund Office, IOM provided targeted
capacity building support to the Joint
Crisis Coordination Centre (JCC)
Ministry of Interior, Kurdistan
Regional Government, to transform the
approach to displacement data for
informed policy decisions.

Ms. Gulan Naeef, Data a& Information
Directorate, Joint Crisis Coordination
Center, KRG: 0Thi s
for our daily tasks, as most of our work

me t

Iraq's data systems to better

involves data management, analysis,
and collection. It significantly improves

Sy

Humanitarian

UNDP: Rebuilding dreams after displacement

no expiration date

Baiji, 31 December 2024 - In the
resilient landscape of Salah al -Din's
Baiji district, where the scars of conflict
and displacement are etched into the
earth, the story of Ligaa Hamed
emerges as a beacon of hope. At 28,
Ligaa's journey is one of unyielding
perseverancefi of how she fought to
reclaim her dreams after nearly a
decade of displacement, loss, and

adversity.

For nine years, Ligaa and her family

lived in limbo, uprooted from their

home by the brutal violence of war.
What followed was a relentless cycle of
uncertainty, with every step forward

fraught with challenges. The pain of

leaving her childhood home was
compounded by the trauma of losing
loved ones, and the dream she had

NI, (2 Saced Salih, the Deputy Minister of M
Sheiho, the Administrator of Zakho Ind

hand over the mewly comtructed Co
of Labour and Social Affairs i Zakhe
pordination with the Zakho Indepery

serve
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| saczali
including MoH
-Amal Centre

internally
efficiency, reducing tasks that once
took a week to just

d some dreams have

cherished since childhood fi to become a
teacherfi seemed to slip further out of
reach.

But in 2023, after years of struggle,
Ligaa's family finally returned to the
place they once called home. Yet, their
return was not to a place of peace but a
landscape marked by loss, destruction,
and an overwhelming sense of
displacement. With no real sense of

me et

mi
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UNDP: Rebuilding dreams after displacement 0 some dreams have

no expiration date (continued)

CRRISA

T r——
o Returnees sod Community
Members

security, no steady livelihood, and a
broken community, rebuilding seemed
an impossible task.

However, Liqgaads |
surprising turn when she joined a Cash
for Work program implemented by
UNDP and World Vision International,
with generous support from USAID.
The initial goal was modest @ simply to
earn enough to cover the basic needs of
her family i but what she received in
return was far greater than financial
assistance.

"At first, | thought the program was
just about the money," she says,
reflecting on her initial doubts. "But as

| got involved, | realized it was about
something more profound fi something
that touched my soul. It was about
finding hope, healing, and a new way of
seeing myself and my future."

The Power of Psychological Support
One of the most pivotal aspects of the
program was the psychological support

ou

| was terrified
that the children would see me as

on me," Ligaa admits.
di fferent, an
befomgy woul d t ake a
But when the work began, something
unexpected happened. "The children
treated me as one of their own, as a
teacher," Ligaa says with a smile. "I
could see the joy in their faces as they
came to class, the way they rallied
together, breaking down the walls that
had divided us. It was the first time |
truly felt like | was coming home."
Rediscovering the Dream of Teaching
Liqaads dream to t
distant memory, eclipsed by the harsh
realities of war and displacement.
"Before the war, | was on my way to
graduating from the College of
Education," she remembers. "But when
everything collapsed, | lost my sense of
direction. | never imagined | would
stand in front of a classroom again."

But when the children, with their
innocent enthusiasm, began calling her

of collective action, where each person's
effort contributed to the broader
healing of a community.

"At first, | thought | was just helping
the students,” she says. "But | soon
realized that the program helped all of
usil the teachers, the students, the
families. We were all healing together,
learning to trust again, to believe in
each other again."

Her newfound sense of belonging
wasndt just a
classroom but the deep connections she
built within the community. "I made
lifelong friends during this process,"
Ligaa adds. "People | would never have
me t i f | hadnot
comfort zone. We laughed, cried, and
supported each other. It was the
beginning of my real return home."

o ut s iAdNew BegimihgoAmidst Old Wdirids

The memories of the displacement i of
the airstrikes, the deaths, the

separation from her family f will never
leave Ligaa. "My sister died in one of

the bombings. |
get her medical treatment. My family

lost so much," she says softly. But
through the pain, there is now a sense
of purpose. "The project allowed us to
process those
them, but it helped us carry them with

e admgiity ahdsstlength.e e me d a

The Path Forward: Rebuilding a Future
Though her life remains far from easy,
Ligaads i
Work project has given her a renewed
sense of purpose. It sparked her to
return to her studies and pursue her
teaching
just find a job i | found my passion
again," she says. "Teaching is not just a

resul t

nvol vement

(

step

coul dr

wounds.

gualification

sessions, where Ligaa was encouraged "Teacher Ligaa," her heart swelled with job for me . lItds a wa
to reflect on her journey and the toll the a powerful realization: "Some dreams back, and to ensure that the next
years of displacement had taken on her. have no expiration date." That moment, generation doesndét I o

"The sessions were a turning point,"
she recalls. "They helped me
understand how | had survived, and
more importantly, how my true
strength was revealed not in the crisis
but in the moments when | reflected on
how | had overcome it."

These therapeutic sessions were not
just about processing trauma; they

when a child asked her for lessons
every day, was a profound reminder
that despite the years of loss, her
dream was still alive. "I never thought |

would be teaching again. But here |
was, helping these children rebuild
their future while also rebuilding my

own."

the way we almost lost ours."

As Ligaa reflects on her journey, she
knows there is still much work to be
done. "We need more helpii more
support for mental health, more
services, more stability. But | know
that if we continue working together,
we will rebuild not just our homes, but
our futures.”

empowered her to confront fears that The Transformative Power of Her story is a testament to the power of
had long held her back fi fears of  Community resilience il that even in the darkest
rejection, of being stigmatized, and of Through her role in the program, Ligaa times, the human spirit can rise. Some
not belonging. The fear of being an discovered that real transformation dr eams, l'ike Ligaads,

outsider, especially when surrounded
by others who had never lived in the
refugee camps, weighed heavily on her.
"l worried the others would look down

comes not just through individual effort
but through community support.
Working together with other returnees,
she experienced firsthand the strength

date. They may fade, but they never
die. And when given the chance, they
can be rebuilt stronger than ever, one
small step at a time.
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Ending protracted displacement, expediting compensation to IDPs

in Iraq

Baghdad, 8 January 2025
low registration and disbursement
rates for compensation services for
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in
Irag, the Ministry of Migration and

Displaced (MoMD) has pledged to speed

- Tackling

up the disbursement process for
families whose homes were destroyed
nearly a decade ago during the conflict
with Daesh. This commitment, aimed
at overcoming a key obstacle to durable
solutions for displaced populations, was
endorsed during the first Steering
Committee meeting held in December
2024, for t he
Data Systems to Improve the
Management of Internally Displaced
Per sons Referral
implemented by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) and
UN -Habitat in Irag.

Supported by the Internal
Displacement Solutions Fund, the
project proposes solutions to key
bottlenecks that have hindered the
compensation process. Central to these
challenges are gaps in data systems
and delays in disbursement, which
severely affect vulnerable groups, such
as female-headed households, persons
with disabilities, unaccompanied
minors, and the elderly.

Key Challenges Identified

During the Steering Committee
meeting, participants discussed
challenges identified in an initial
assessment conducted by UN -Habitat.
The assessment involved 24 directors
from Il raqds
Committees and judges from
subcommittees, focusing on
displacement -prone areas like Anbar,
Salah al-Din, Diyala, Kirkuk, and
Ninewa. Key issues included tight
submission deadlines, lack of staff

projec

capacity, and difficulties in verifying
claimant documentation. Many
displaced families lost civil and
property documents while fleeing
conflict, making it harder for them to
prove their claims.

One of the primary solutions

recommended for these challenges is

the creation of an integrated and
centralized database aligned with
international
an integrated database and
standardized procedures has made it
difficult to efficiently manage

tomme Sd triecmmgt hleaii myg, 6 ebai 8§dMrt.heAmmaki ves,
Di r e ct o rlong®&em goalsa bf acbiéving t darable

Al i Jumoah,

Information Department at MoMD.

SyosTt reims , 6d ajtoaibnda ¢ g

international standards will ensure
that the most vulnerable families are
prioritized, facilitating their
reintegration and
Tailored Capacity Building

The project will also enhance
government efficiency through targeted
capacity building. Results from an
initial assessment of data systems and
capacity gaps, conducted by IOM in
collaboration with MoMD and the Joint
Crisis Coordination Center (JCCC),
highlighted the need for developing an
automated reporting tool for MoMD,
and tailored training program for JCCC
staff. Set to run from January to May
2025, this training will cover data
management, geospatial analysis, and
the use of visualization tools to support
more efficient compensation processing.

Cent r allmprdviogithe Eampendatiorn Arocess

Following the Steering Committee
meeting, a workshop was also held on
December 2024, where representatives
and judges from both central and
subcommittees participated in
discussions about improving the

compensation process. Key
recommendations included amending
the compensation law to be more agile,
re-establishing connections between
subcommittees and the central
committee, and integrating e -
governance systems to streamline
operations.

Through this project, the Government
of Irag will overcome technical barriers,
ensuring that displaced individuals can
access the compensation they need to
restore their homes and livelihoods.
Aligned with Irag's Durable Solutions
Roadmap, the project will bridge
critical gaps in documentation and
compensation, ensuring that
individuals without proper
identification are not excluded from
receiving essential support. By
enhancing data management and
strengthening referral mechanisms, the
project will also facilitate evidence -
based policymaking, improve
transparency, and ensure more
effective resource allocation for
property compensations.

With the anticipated improvements in
data systems and governance, displaced

st and apedpe. willoHavee fastera and moré

efficient access to compensation for
damaged property. This will enable
them to return to their homes and

solutions for displacement and

a | progating dsustainablée tdevelopment.

-Habitat are
Il raqgds

Ultimately, IOM and UN
supporting

stable and peaceful future for its people
st ardi &dvance . téwards
protracted displacement.

the end of
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Legal aid helps refugee families overcome challenges in Iraq

Mosul, 9 January 2025 - For years,
Faisal and his brothers watched as
other children in their neighbourhood
walked past their window laughing on
their way to school. Each morning they
would turn to their father with the
same question
join. Abu Faisal describes how he
choked up with tears every time,

unsure of how to
to blame. Because | am a Syrian
refugee, they

they needed. 6
Originally from Syria, Abu Faisal
recalls how the last decade has been
filled with challenges, including legal
barriers that have affected his entire
family. When he married his Iraqi wife
in 2012, documenting their union
seemed like a low priority while
starting a new life together. Financial
constraints and the fear of fines for late
registration added to their hesitance as
time went by.

The situation grew even more
complicated in 2015, when Abu Faisal
and his family fled Mosul during
Dadeshos
three years later, only to face
additional barriers to register their
marriage due to difficulties securing
the documentation needed and the
complexities of being a Syrian refugee
married to an Iraqi.

As their children reached school -age,

the consequences of the lack of a
marriage certificate became even more
pronounced. ol
Faisal is my child, and it broke my
heart,h o6 Abu
official documentation, his children
struggled to access basic services like
healthcare or education & a constant
reminder of the impact of their
displacement.

Desperate to change their situation,
Abu Faisal turned to a trusted source of
support: UNHCRO® s
Hommes (TDH) which runs a
community centre in Mosul where a
range of protection services and
support including legal aid are
provided. Through TDH, Abu Faisal
attended a counselling session where
he was assigned a lawyer to help him

about

res

didnot K’r—
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occupation
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Fai sal
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navigate his complex legal process.
Securing a marriage certificate was the
first step. Gi ven
status, this was not an easy task and
involved first renewing his expired
residency documentation with the Iraqi
government. Only then could he

proceed with a court case to get a judge
to recognize his marriage. But with

.legal guidange, Abu Eajsg] persuered.

In the meantime, UNHCR also
supported his children to enrol in
school for the first time based on a
declaration by the Ministry of
Education in February 2024 that
refugee children should be allowed to
enrol in school using their UNHCR
registration certificate. For Faisal, his

eldest son, who stepped into the
clasgreom fppthedirst tinge atpl} yeqre
old, this was life changing.

In Septgrgber 2034;; Aby, Rpiga finally
received his marriage certificate. With

this document in hand, the family was

able to update their residency records
with the lragi government, officially

uniting the mother, father, and their

four children under the same file. The
timing couldndt

that same year by simply showing their
new identity documents (cards given by
the Permanent Committee for Political
Refugee Affairs of the Ministry of
Interior of Irag, known as PC -MOI
cards). This enrolment process,
requiring no support from UNHCR,

marked a significant turning point for
the family. It underscored their ability

A htas independentdyl d@ceess rae rangeg efe

public services in Iraq using their new
documentation, restoring a sense of
self-sufficiency and hope for the future
for the family.

0l ssuing my
the way to secure documents for my
children, allowing them to enrol in
school and see a
Abu Faisal says.

Abu Faisal hopes that his experience
can inspire others facing similar
struggl es. 0There
like mine who feel stuck because they
dondt know where
says. He now actively encourages
others in his community to visit the
TDH community centre, sharing his
own experience as proof that change is
possible with the
can over come t his,
adds with a determined smile.

Thanks to support from donors like
Switzerland, Abu Faisal is among
13,500 refugees and asylum -seekers
who have received legal aid services

h a v efronb BNHGR irb 2024t Ehese selvices
p a r YOUNger sons yeser ablg to gfast school

include legal awareness sessions,
counselling, and representation before
legal and administrative bodies,
helping refugees resolve critical legal
matters.

By Hamzeh Almomani
Carlisle, UNHCR Iraq

and Lilly

UNHCR & Intersos are equipping Syrian teachers with skills

Sulaymaniyah, 12 January 2025 -In
Sulaymaniyah, UNHCR, together with
Intersos Irag, is equipping Syrian
teachers with skills to excel in the
Kurdistan education system.

From language mastery to classroom
management, these trainings are

helping to support teachers become
more confident and prepared to meet
the needs of all students

Supporting teachers across Kurdistan
is a key part of the Refugee Education
Integration Policy!
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Austria and UNIDO create digital career pathways for IDP youth in

Sharya Camp

Baghdad, 10 February 2025 - From 2
to 10 February 2025, the United
Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) conducted a
digital technology and
entrepreneurship training programme
in Sharya Camp for the internally
displaced person (IDP) community.
This initiative is part of UNIDO's
broader project with funding from the
Austrian
technology skills to enhance
employability in
employability and self -reliance among
IDPs and refugees, particularly youth
and women, through digital skills and
entrepreneurship development.

r

startup ventures.

Photoshop and Graphic Design: Co -
facilitated by Mohammed Qasim Ali

Baba, an IT specialist, and Areen
Adrees Mahmood, a computer engineer
and social media expert, this
component focused on graphic design
principles such as colour theory,
typography, and layout. Participants

engaged in hands-on workshops using

g o v e r n me nRhotoshow dhd Qanva ® llearn about

creating logos, marketing materials,
and reusable design templatasn c e
SMM: This was also co -facilitated by
Mohammed and Areen and provided
participants with skills to optimize
social media accounts, plan content

steppingstone to changing their lives. If
they continue practicing, they can
secure freelance work or establish their
own ventures. | hope to see them
succeed in the technology sector and

i mprove their liveli
A graduate of the Duhok University in
Computer Science, Zalal Alyas Abozet,
saw this training as an essential step in
becoming a full-st ac k devel op
decided to participate in this class
because | am also a mobile application

ho

programmer. But | need to learn
graphic design to be a full -stack
developer, 6 he explai.l

the entrepreneurship component
particularly valuabl e,

The training aimed to equip calendars, and conduct digital taught us how we could start our own
participants with skills in marketing campaigns. business and gave us the skills to be
entrepreneurship, graphic design, and A key highlight of the training successful .o
social media marketing (SMM), programme was the opportunity for Zalal believes the training is an
enabling them to secure employment top-performing participants to receive important opportunity for the IDP
opportunities or launch their own high-end laptops, enabling them to communi ty. ol have man
businesses. Twenty participants aged continue practicing what they have own business, and this class is crucial
17 to 30 8 12 women and 8 men & were  learned throughout the training in for our entire commun
selected for the training in Sharya digital technology and one day start adding ol hope that meé
Camp. The training was the third of their own businesses in technology can benefit from this project, not only
some similar capacity -building fields. from Sharya Camp but from the larger
initiatives planned by the project. The trainers emphasized the community, even in Sin
The training programme consisted of transformative potential of the Dakhil Mishko Khalil had no choice but
three key components: progr amme. Mo hamme d tongivé epdhis eddcatibni dsie to family
Entrepreneurship Development type of training will greatly benefit the difficulties, but he has taken on the
Programme (EDP), photoshop and students. They are highly motivated responsibility of caring for his loved
graphic design, and SMM. and quick learners. | encourage them to ones. OWe had many pr
EDP: This module was led by Newar continue refining their graphic design family, so | could not finish school.
Ameen Saleh, a specialist in regional and marketing skills to create their Now, | have a job taking care of my
development economics. The module own businesses in théafmitlwr,ed. 6 he shared.
introduced participants to core Areen highlighted the challenges of responsibilities, he remains eager to
entrepreneurship concepts, guiding living in displacement and the |l ear n. OEvery day |
them in identifying viable business importance of digital skills in something new in programming and
opportunities. Using Business Model overcoming t hese b &arorwi ¢ r £ an orM&krey my own
Canvas, trainees learned how to students feel trapped by their A barber by profession, Dakhil
develop practical business plans, circumstances in the camp. | remind recognizes the importance of digital
manage resources, and budget for them that this training is a design for growing hi :
[ e course was so professional and good. |

know that someday | will need this

design programme. My business will

need this design, especially to market

on social media. Designing and creating

a page for social med i

aspirations extend beyond his current

|l ocati on. ONow my bar

Sharya, but | hope to return to Sinjar

soon to open a new business. | will need

these skills to promot

Abeer Ibrahim Hassan, a graduate of

the College of Law at the Duhok

University, found immense value in the

training despite its difference from her

pri mary field of stuc

training. It is my goal to develop my

skill in technology. | really appreciate

this chance to i mprove

expressed. Having lived in Sharya for
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Austria and UNIDO create digital career pathways for IDP youth in
Sharya Camp

(continued)

10 years, with a family of 10 members,
she sees digital skills as an essential
tool forself-suf fi ci ency.

as a lawyer, in my extra time, | hope to

Reflecting on the broader significance with market -oriented skills. The

of the training, Abeer emphasized its programme is a crucial step toward
o0 Bvepra citf oln womkg | DPs ecodomiti empowernient,i argblings

important, especially for displaced participants to build sustainable
work in photography and design to youth, because we suffered a lot and futures despite the challenges of
bring in extra i nc o méostéverything. We need to develop our displacement.
Abeer highlighted the financial benefits skills and depend on ourselves. It is As UNIDO continues to expand its
of the training. 0 | fdifficsltotanfind jokes duvirg rihis simea digital technology and
logo, they usually have to pay for this but this training provides us with skills entrepreneurship training, it remains
service. But with this training, | can in digital design so that we can find committed to fostering opportunities for
depend on myself to create my own empl oyment more easi Imprgifalized communities such as
designs and logos. This can be Through this initiative, UNIDO, with IDPs and refugees, supporting their
additional income for myself and my support from the Austrian government, integration into the digital economy
family. 6 Abeer hopes ist contribating rton theo lorf§i sbejma r and self-reliance.
one day if stability improves. resilience of IDPs by providing them

WFP Representative in Iraq meets with Minister of Migration and
Displacement

Baghdad, 12 February 2025 - World
Food Programme (WFP)
Representative and Country Director in
Irag, Mageed Yahia, met with Evan
Faeq Jabro, Minister of Migration and
Displacement, to discuss strengthening
cooperation in humanitarian assistance
for IDPs and returnees, and supporting
residents of Al -Amal Center for
Psychological and Social Rehabilitation.

Five years of investment in civil documentation restores displaced

and vulnerable I raqisodo sense of belong
Baghdad, 13 February 2025 - Having
a civil identity document & a birth

certificate, national identity card or
housing card 9 is the first step for any
individual to be recognised as a citizen
in their country. These documents
serve as official proof of identity,
enhancing access to public services
provided by the state. Without civil
documentation, people may be unable
to enrol in school, access healthcare,
secure employment or apply for social
protection benefits.

Decades of conflict, violence and
persecution left countless Iragis with
lost or damaged civil documents. While
in displacement, many faced complex
administrative hurdles preventing
them from renewing or obtaining new

political life.

than 244,000 Iragis received legal

documents.

Even as the security situation in Iraq
improved, many vulnerable Iragis
remained stuck in limbo. Without
documents, they faced restricted
freedom of movement at checkpoints,
exclusion from restitution or
reconstruction programmes, and were
unable to fully engage in civic and

Since 2019, UNHCR has been working
with the Government of Iraq to help
internally displaced people (IDPs),
IDPs who returned to their area of

origin and other vulnerable
obtain core civil documents.
Through sustained efforts, significant
progress has been made.

In total, between 2019 and 2024, more

Iraqis

assistance from UNHCR and partners,

helping them overcome complex
administrative and legal barriers to

obtain their civil documents. This has

led to over 233,000 civil documents
issued as a direct result of UNHCR
assistance.

Meet IDPs, returnees and Iraqis whose
lives were transformed thanks to
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Five years of investment in civil documentation restores displaced

and vul

having civil documents:

Ibrahim sits with his children in Jurf
Al-Sakhr, relieved and happy after
securing civil documents for his family:

0These documents
rights. My children will be able to

study, and | wi ||
In 2014, lbrahim was forced to flee the
Jurf Al -Sakhr area in Babil

governorate as violence escalated, and
eventually found refuge in Fallujah, in
Anbar. Nearly a decade later, safety
concerns continued to prevent them
from returning to their area of origin.
This prolonged displacement meant
that lbrahim and his family were
unable to apply and obtain essential
civil documentation. UNHCR supported
the Iragi Ministry of Interior to
organize a civil documentation mission
to assist displaced families from Jurf
Al-Sakhr. The mission helped many
Iragis, including Ibrahim and his
family, secure critical documents such
as Iragi nationality certificates.

Emad at the community center in
Mosul after receiving UNHCR support

|l raqds

ner abl

wilildegitvéyué

be

commi

e | feadtiget) S 6 S

to obtain ci vil
received my Unified ID card. Now | can
go anywhere with peace of mind,
knowing that | have a proof of my
many
Emad, Internally Displaced Iraqi who
refumédeto tMosulw tegeived gsupport
from UNHCR and partners to obtain
his national ID card.

ol care for five
am very cautious and make sure they
have the documents to go to school and
see a doctor
Internally Displaced Iraqi, attended a
session at the community centre that
UNHCRG&s partner,
to learn more about the process in
obtaining the civil documentation for
her family. She also received legal
counselling how to overcome
documentation challenges stemming
from the fact she is a single mother.
Kawe Haji holds her Iraqi certificate

with pride: oWe 1| o
our belongings on the way to seek
safety, including our identity

documents. 6

Stabilization and Development

t ment t o S

responsible investment and inclusive growth

Baghdad, 1 January 2025 - Iraq is
advancing its journey towards
achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by preparing its
Voluntary National Review (VNR) on
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. In partnership with the
Ministry of Planning and UNDP Iraq,
national consultations are underway to
shape this critical report, with a focus
on "Responsible Investment,
Rehabilitation, and Justice."

Thi s process hi
commitment to sustainability and
inclusivity, aiming to build trust in its
economy and attract responsible
investments. Central to the discussions
i s Il ragds SDG
identifies key areas for investment that
align with national development

gh

Il nves

priorities.

By collaborating across government
sectors, civil society, and the private
sector, Iraq is paving the way for a

ense €

d oKawenise an EAdi Int@rrally Disglaced
Iraqi who fled Sinjar in 2014. In 2024,
UNHCR provided Kawe with legal
counselling and helped her gather the
required documentation to prove her
and her chil dréaprécessi de
that required months of follow -up with
administration and judicial actors in
Sinjar and Dohuk to obtain supporting

¢ h idbcdnient.n After nKaway receivad her |

identity documents, she expressed her
renewed hope for a brighter future for

-aSaadyal y hefr dhifdren. 6

In light of these achievements, and
following the roll -out of the new Unified

T D H D system by the Govéirament in 2024,

which facilitates easier access to the
UID across the country, UNHCR has
significantly scaled down its civil
documentation programme in 2025.
UNHCR extends its appreciation to
donors who have contributed
specifically to civil documentation
s t effopta) bver htllemyearsa sudh as | the
European Union (ECHO), France, and
the Netherlands.
By Farha Bhoyroo, UNHCR lIraq

ustai nabl e dev

more sustainable, just, and prosperous
future, with the VNR to be presented at
the High -Level Political Forum in July
2025.

USAID, through UNDP Iraq, provides the Anbar Governorate with

33 garbage compactors

Anbar, 11 January 2025 - USAID,
through UNDP lIraq, provided the
Anbar Governorate with 33 garbage
compactors. The delivery of new
garbage compactors will enhance the

Municipalities sector and improve the
lives of many Iraqis living in Anbar by
helping create cleaner, healthier
communities for many Iraqis in Anbar.
Through USAI Dds

advancing Anbar's development and
empowering its municipality sector.
Together, we are building a brighter,
more resilient future for Iragis!

S U DIt
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A workshop on establishing and managing business incubators for
youth and women held recently

Erbil, 15 January 2025 - UNDP Iraq, Scientific Research, and the Ministry of Managing Business Incubators for
in partnership with USAID, the Labor and Social Affairs, organized a Youth and Women" in the Kurdistan

Ministry of Higher Education and workshop on "Establishing and Region.
- I Participants included academics and
leaders from Career Development
Centers and Vocational Training
e s Centers. The workshop focused on

ESTABLISHING AND MANAGING BUSINESS
INCUBATORS FOR YOUTH AND WOMEN

3 0Ll

Qe ) . :
)‘éfg‘ § creating a collaborative environment to
Gl i d establish business incubators that

support women, youth, and
marginalized groups.

By fostering entrepreneurship and
building capacity, this initiative aims to
drive inclusive economic growth and
enhance opportunities for all.

il

UNDP Iraq is driving efforts to improve employment opportunities
and skills alignment in the Kurdistan Region

Erbil, 13 January 2025 - UNDP Iraq, These insights will inform a evidence-based interventions to create
with funding from USAID Iraq and comprehensive workforce skills gap a more inclusive and dynamic labor

collaboration with local partners, is assessment, providing a foundation for market in Irag.
driving efforts to improve employment »

opportunities and skills alignment in

the Kurdistan Region. Recent
discussions across Erbil, Duhok,
Sulaymaniyah, and Halabja brought
together women, youth, and
underrepresented groups to address
labor market challenges.

Key recommendations include
enhancing vocational training,
strengthening Career Development
Centers, and adopting inclusive policies
for youth and women.

Developing tourism enterprises in Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Erbil, 13 January 2025 - The United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Irag, with funding from the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), in collaboration
with the Ministry of Municipality and
Tourism & Board of Tourism of the
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG), proudly announces the
successful completion of the Tourism
Enterprise Development Program for
women and youth aimed at developing
the Tourism sector and empowering
women and youth across the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq (KRI).

"The tourism sector holds immense
potential for economic growth and
sustainable development in the

Kurdistan Region," said H.E. Mr. and equipping them with the necessary Akre, helped 170 female and youth
Qubad Talabani, Kurdistan Regional skills to thrive in this sector,” added participants access learning
Government ds Deputy NMrQuoa@Taldbanhi st er . opportunities to improve their
"Through our partnership with UNDP The training program, conducted across livelihoods. Sessions focused on
and USAID, we have taken a 9 locations in KRI including Erbil, enabling women and youth to create
significant step towards harnessing Sulaymaniyah, Dohuk, Halabja, tourism handicraft products reflecting

this potential by empowering our youth Garmian, Soran, Rapareen, Zakho, and on Kurdistan culture and heritage.
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Developing tourism enterprises in Kurdistan Region of Iraq

0Thi s
commitment to supporting inclusive
and sustainable development in Iraqg.
By investing in the capacity building of

women and youth, we are not only
fostering economic empowerment, but
also contributing to the overall
advancement of the tourism sector in
t he KRI Thi s
possible without the generous
contribution of our steadfast partner,

USAID," said Auke Lootsma, the
Resident Representative of UNDP Irag.

"The successful completion of these

Stabilization and Development

coll abor at i on traisingeungedsdoresithe snportance of

partnerships in driving positive change.
By working together, we can create
opportunities for women and youth to
play a transformative role in the
tourism sector, ultimately contributing
to job creation and economic
diversification and prosperity in the

wo ul oKRIF tsaid hvis.v EErin  Moeee fMarquez,

Mission Director, USAID Iragq.

The program's emphasis on producing
diverse tourism handicraft products,
tailored to local market demands,
reflects a holistic approach to

Enhancing water infrastructure in Basra

Basra, 15 January 2025 - The
UNDP's Deputy Resident
Representative in lIraq, Sascha
Graumann, met the Netherlands

Ambassador, Janet Alberda, to discuss
key water and environmental projects
in Basra.

As part of the visit, the delegation met
with Eng. Nazar Nasir, the Head of the
Basra Water Directorate, reviewed the
achievements of the Basra Water
Supply Project, which rehabilitated
critical infrastructure like the Khor Al
Zubair Water Complex.

This project, funded by the Netherlands
and done by the UNDP -UNICEF Joint

Programme, restored safe drinking
water access to over 99,000
beneficiaries while addressing climate -
related challenges such as salinity and
drought .

With support from the European Union, UN

Basra, 17 January 2025
support from the European Union, UN
Habitat and Basra authorities are
collaborating to enhance the quality of
life for residents by upgrading urban

infrastructure, increasing access to
employment opportunities for
vulnerable urban populations, and

improving data -driven decision and
policy-making capacities for city
management.

On Thursday, the 16th, UN -Habitat
hosted a delegation from the European
Union in Basra, comprising the Head of
Cooperation, Lennart Deridder, Head
of the Political Section, David Healy,
and Political Counsellor, Frerik
Kampman. Led by the Head of the Iraq
Programme, Muslim Qazimi, the UN
Habitat team provided the delegation
with the opportunity to witness
firsthand the tangible benefits of the
partnership.

During their visit to Al Ghadeer Park
in Shatt Arab district, they saw a
12,000-square-metre green public space
situated within the densely populated
informal settlement of Jurf Al Melah.

This space serves as a much-needed

£l

_~ S
haven for the community.
At the Basra Vocational Training
Centre's new building, developed in
collaboration with the International
Labour Organization, they observed
facilities where unemployed youth
receive vocational training to enhance
their qualifications, enabling them to
secure better positions in the labour
market and stimulate the local
economy.

In Al Kubiya informal settlement, the
most remarkable aspect was not what
they saw, but what they did not see.
Thanks to the renewed sewage and
water systems, streets remained flood -

1
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(continued)

strengthening the tourism product of

KRI. Participants were trained on

creating different tourism handicrafts

made of Kurdish textiles, ceramic and
pyrography art.

Through these trainings, the KRG,
UNDP, and USAID aim to enable
women and youth to not only enter the
tourism industry but also to establish

their own micro -enterprises, thereby
fostering sustainable livelihoods and
contributing to the region's economic
growth.

SR X e —— =

Such collaborations underscore the
commitment to sustainable
development, improving the lives of
local communities, and ensuring
climate resilience across Iraqg.

-Habitat and Basra

authorities are collaborating to enhance the quality of life
- With :

.‘A oW
Resilience ©

free even during the rainy season fi a
significant improvement for the area.
Residents shared how, for the first time
in years, they are no longer struggling
with floods and now have access to

potable water in their homes.
Additionally, the delegation visited
sites where new access roads pavement
are being constructed to improve
connectivity with the rest of the city.
Although the visit was brief, it
effectively showcased the positive
impact of this partnership in building a
more inclusive, resilient, and
sustainabl e ur ban
most vulnerable populations.
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Baghdad, 28 January 2025 0 The
Special Representative of the
Secretary -General for Irag and Head
of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan
and the Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary -
General, Resident Coordinator, and
Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq,
Ghulam Isaczai, participated today in
the Irag Energy Conference in
Baghdad, highlighting how the UN
can support lIrag in leveraging
technology to advance the energy
sector and promote sustainability.

Here is the full text of SRSG Dr. Al
Hassanos

OHonorabl e Pri
Sudani,

Distinguished Members of the Iraqi
Government,

and representatives of
governments to Iraq,
Honorable Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor to be with you today as
we discuss one of the most urgent
issues facing Iraq and the world and
that is: the transition to sustainable
energy.

Irag, like many other countries, is
already facing the harsh realities of
climate change, with devastating
droughts, floods, and heatwaves
surpassing 50°C, threatening both
lives and vital natural resources.
These
infrastructure, especially its
electricity grids, making it harder to
meet even the basic energy needs.
While climate change requires
collective global action, Iraq, |
believe, can address critical energy
issues by investing in renewable
energy and reducing reliance on fossil

me

friendly

remar ks at

chall enges st

“energy is crucial
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fuels. This shift is not only essential
for environmental sustainability but

also for economic resilience, shielding
the nation from vulnerabilities of

price fluctuations and supply chain
disruptions.

Excellencies, distinguished guests,

| cannot stress this enough: as
policymakers, legislators, and
business leaders, let this be your

daily reminder - investing in
renewable energy and energy
efficiency is an i

brighter, more sustainable future.
Todayds
- not just for the
transitioning energy systems but also
for securing a prosperous and
resilient future for Irag. This is about
more than infrastructure; it is about
cooperation, innovation, investment,
and most importantly, political will.
Overcoming challenges like
competing priorities and delays in

policy reform is essential to
addressing systemic issues and
meeting lraqgds growi

By working together, | believe, we
can align with the goals of the Paris
Agreement and SDG 7, ensuring
affordable, reliable, and sustainable
energy.

And let us not forget that o the
transition to clean energy is not just
about mitigating the impacts of
climate change. It is a catalyst for
innovation, the creation of new
industries, and economic
opportunities. The transition will also
support Irag in diversifying its
economy and energy sources, paving
the way for long -term sustainable
development.

| believe Iraq has already been taking
bold and transformative steps to

di scussion

transform its energy sector, not only
regionally but also globally. Just days
ago in Davos, President Abdullatif
Rashid reaffirmed
to reducing gas flaring by 2028 and
improving air quality - clear evidence
of I raqds deter mi
1 8d al so i ke
significance of key national
initiatives such as the Nationally
Appropriate Mitigation Actions
Strategy, the Green Growth Strategy,
and the Energy Transition
Framework Policy - developed by the
UNDP support. Endorsed by the
government, these initiatives
represent pivotal steps towards
building a sustainable and resilient
future for Iraq.

I would like to commend Prime
Minister Sudani, who, during his
recent visits, reinforced this vision
with concrete proposals for public -
private cooperation and partnerships
to achieve shared energy and climate
goals. International collaboration and
private sector engagements are vital
to realizing this transformative
agenda. Iraq has the opportunity to
take on a leading role as the Chair of
the G77 and China in 2025. In his
address marking
the presidency of this very important
group, the Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister of Irag Fuad
Hussein has underscored the vital
importance of global cooperation on
climat e change,
commitment to driving collective
actions on the critical issue.
The United Nations is
commi tted t o
aspirations and need to transform its
policy towards the journey of The UN
is fully committed to supporting Iraq
through this endeavor and
transformative journey towards
sustainability.

As the UN Special Representative to
the Secretary General in lrag and
Head of UNAMI, | will continue
advocating support for Iraq in
addressing the challenges of climate
change. | will also continue
advocating support for Iraq in leading
the international community in
addressing global climate and energy
challenges.

The UN, through UNDP and other
agencies, is already partnering with
the Government of Iraq to drive
policy change and help Iraq achieve
its Nationally Determined

fully

Stabilization and Development Page 32
Has s an olnvesting 1 n rer
S an Il nvest ment I n | raqdod

I ragq

nat i ol
t o hi

Il raqds

highl i

support
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SRSG Dr Al Has s an olnvesting in rer
efficiency is an i nvest meoinued N | raqods
Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris without challenges, but the UN is transforming Iraq into a regional model
Agreement. This is a top priority for us, confident that, with collaboration and for sustainable energy. The UN
as reflected in the new UN Sustainable innovative solutions, we can build a remains steadfast in its commitment to
Development Cooperation Framework sustainable energy future for Iraq that supporting Iraq at every step of this
(202462029), which dedicates one of its benefits both the economy and the vital journey.

four pillars to climate action and environment. Under your leadership,

sustainability. Excellency Prime Minister Mohammed Thank you. o

We know that the road ahead is not Shia al-Sudani, we are dedicated to S ————
Toyota Iraq visits UN -Habitat projects in Mosul

Mosul, 1 February 2025 & Mr. complex and managing Public -Private resilience in the complex and its
Tadashi Tanimoto, CEO of TOYOTA Partnerships (PPPs) with Japanese surroundings through their innovative
Iraq, Mr. Sardar Al Bebany, Chairman private sector companies fi including expertise. In parallel, UN -Habitat is
of Sardar Group and President of Toyota, SUMITOMO Corporation, and supporting local authorities in
Toyota Iraq, and their team visited TOTO (Sardar Group) fi to enhance the restoring and improving essential
Mosul to follow up ognalityr ofy @fg sandl ensigrémental public infrastructure.

contributions to the Japan Village

Project, funded by the Government of

Japan. They were welcomed at the

projectds construction

governor of Ninewa, Mr. Abdulgadir al -

Dakhil, along with the UN  -Habitat Iraq

team, led by Muslim Qazimi, Head of

Programme, and also visited another

UN-Habitatds contribu

well -being, the iconic Al Yarmouk Park,

largest public park in east Mosul.

Funded by the Government of Japan,

UN -Habitat Iraq is leading the

construction of a social housing

UN -Habitat Irag facilitated a study visit to the Netherlands for

|l ragds Real Estate Registration Depart
Baghdad, 06 February 2025 -

Through the Modernising Urban Land
Knowledge (MULK) project, funded by
the European Union, UN -Habitat Iraq
facilitated a study visit to the
Netherlands. The delegation
participating from
Registration Department (RERD),
included General Director Ms Ibtisam
Raheem Abdullah, Mr Haider
Mohammed Alwan, Head of the ICT
Unit, and Mr Mohammed Rasheed
Jasim Al -Shamari, Head of the Legal
Department.
The visit
to modernise its land governance
framework through digital
transformation by engaging with the
experiences of one of the top 10
countries in digital governance,
according to the 2024 United Nations
E-Government Survey & Accelerating
Digital Transformation for Sustainable
Development.

Over two days, the delegation engaged
with experts from the Dutch Cadastre,
Land Registry, and Mapping Agency
(Kadaster) to explore digital land

"~ UN-HABITAT.L o)

ai med to s

administration, legal frameworks, and costs, and enhance
strategies for innovation and
transformation. They also spent a
working day at a notary in Apeldoorn
to observe legal procedures in practice.
The visit provided a valuable reference,
highlighting the benefits of e -
governance and demonstrating how
digital systems streamline land
administration, reduce operational

transparency,
efficiency, and international reliability.
The knowledge -exchange experience

strengthened Il ragds u
digital cadastre systems, equipping the
government with insights to progress
towards e-cadastre and digitised land
governance, building upon UN -Habitat

Il raq6s ongoing suppor
land management.
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How ITC boosts top Iragi farm and food entrepreneurs

Baghdad, 10 February 2025 (ITc

News) - Ten of Il raqgds
farm and food businesses competed for
top honours at the Wifra Program run
in collaboration with the International
Trade Centre (ITC).

Young entrepreneurs often have great
i deas that they
market. This intense incubator
programme set them on a path to
profitability.

Over 800 applied for the programme,
and only 200 made it to the interview
round. Of those, 25 were accepted to
the incubator, and the top 10 made it to
the product fair in Baghdad.

6ln just a
reshape their products in a very
creative way, producing diverse new

don®Thekreowp rhoodw ctt @

Stabilization and Development

said

of ferings, o
maisettor pfr them Makérsn gf Baghdad
innovation hub.

The entrepreneurs displayed organic

mushrooms,
natural skincare and other creative
products.

problems faced by
said | TC expert

Iragi market is a thirsty, niche market
that truly needs these types of
products. Creating a vibrant ecosystem
for these projects is crucial so they can
thrive, create
economic growth,

A panel

handmade desserts,

Page 34

their creativity, packaging, and market

potential. The top -ranked product,

Micro Harvest which produces organic

micro -greens, won a $500 prize.

6At the beginning, | h
in project management, accounting or

mar keting,d said Micro
Fal ah Hasan. 6The
knowledge especially helped,
particularly for those without prior
project experience. 0
Makers of Baghdad ran the Wifra
Program in partnership with the

A BAAVI Prajécteat | TC, whicle supports v e

small businesses working in food and
agriculture.

The product fair let the entrepreneurs
network with investors, private
companies, and fellow entrepreneurs.
All 10 finalists will receive dedicated

o f fnearketingscanhpaigns, ceinfarcing ttheir
t hjisu rsreecyt ort oiwnarldr ag ,u& c e
H a n aalkeadp | bbanafiled nfrom Pefshnalized

mentoring sessions in business
development, accounting, and
marketing to refine their operations
and strategies.

j o b s, Withautn Makeirsp it tight have beena q 6 s
and achieve
few mont hsust hieryabnlae adyede It @p mentrépredeurial projects to grow their
of business development
experts evaluated the businesses on

difficult for Iraqi youth with
ventures, make them gradable, and

turn them profitable.

SRSG for Iraq and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, visits
the Iraqi Private Banks League

Baghdad, 29 January 2025
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, visited the Iragi Private Banks
League today, where he met with the
Leagueds president
and representatives of private banks
operating in Iraqg.

Dr. Al Hassan was briefed on the
achievements in the banking sector, as
well as the challenges and obstacles
they face and the international support
required for their operations.

The Special Representative emphasized
the importance of the banking sector in
strengthening and diversifying the

economy. He stressed the need to

uphold transparency and adhere to
international standards, enhancing

New Nat i

o0 The

onal

trust in this vital sector, given its
central role in job creation, investment,

Housing

gap with green and sustainable solutions

Baghdad, 27 February 2025
European Union remains committed to
supporting Iraqg in developing
affordable, adequate, and sustainable

- The

housing solutions. As part of this
commitment, the EU -funded Building
Equitable and Inclusive
Transformation (BEIT) project is

Pol

and building a better future for all
Iraqgis.

il cy to bridge

playing a key role in
National Housing Policy.
To drive this initiative forward, the

Ministry of Construction and Housing,
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New National Housing Policy to bridge

gap with green and sustainable solutions

-Habitat,
hosted a two-day workshop in Baghdad
on 26027 February 2025. The event

in collaboration with UN

demand over the next decade. Every
Iragi family deserves to live in a safe
and decent home with access to essential

(continued)

Policy will support sustainable housing
solutions, helping the government
improve living standards, reduce urban -
rural inequalities, and drive national
prosperityéo, stated
Mohsen Al-Sayed, Director General of
the Department of Regional and Local
Development, Ministry of Planning.

The new policy will prioritise the right

to adequate housing while addressing
the specific housing issues Iraq faces
such as the need for improved land
management and infrastructure policies,
more affordable housing solutions, and
enhanced building materials and
technol ogi es.
climate challenges, the policy will also

brought together Iraqi national utilities such as electricity, water, and incorporate principles of green housing
authorities and technical teams from other basic services. Additionally, they to support sustainable wurban
key departments, including the Ministry should also have the opportunity to development.

of Planning, the Ministry of enjoy open spaces, breathe fresh air, and Under the BEIT programme, UN -
Construction and Housing, the Housing spend quality time outdoors in safe and Habitat will continue to focus on

Directorate, the Urban Planning
Directorate, and the Housing Training
and Development Centre. Participants
analysed past housing policies,
identified existing gaps, and worked
together to establish a comprehensive
framework for the new National
Housing Policy.

Representing the European Union

Delegation to Iraq at the workshop, Dr. growth, job creation, and social inclusion UN-Habitatds oOHousing at
Lennart Deridder, Head of the in lraqgq. o6 approach positions housing as a
Cooperation Section, was joined by Mr. Mr. Mohammed Haider Al -Sakiny, fundamental human right and an

Ali Al -Naseri, the Programme Manager Director General of the Planning and integral part of national and local

overseeing the BEIT project, further Follow -up Department at the Ministry urbanization strategies. These
reaffirming t he EUG s of Construction, Housing & Public principles, which are also enshrined in

working collaboratively with Iraq to Municipalities, highlighted the lraqgés constitution, wi |
bridge the housing affordability gap and Mi ni stryds commitmentt he new National Housi ncg
develop sustainable urban solutions. challenge of developing and joint effort aims to put housing at the

Irag faces significant housing challenges implementing a comprehensive policy centre of policy dialogue in Iraq

driven by population growth, rapid that effectively addr highlightingits potential as a significant t
urbanization, and rising land and housing chall enges driver of socio-economic growth and job )
construction costs. In response, the prepare a new National Housing Policy creation. Through the BEIT project, we

government is formulating a National that includes clear, executable and are promoting the creation of decent

Housing Policy that prioritizes green realistic steps, and which is derived jobs, building institutional capacity,

and sustainable solutions, ensuring all from the reality of the current situation. strengthening housing sector value

Iragis have access to safe, adequate, and Implementation must be both chains, and promoting green solutions to

affordable housing. This initiative not comprehensive and sustainable, and it is foster resilience and deliver sustainable

only addresses immediate housing needs important to emphasise that achieving housing solutions. o6 said

but al so contributes
broader goals of equitable growth, urban
resilience, and sustainable development.

By aligning with international best
practices while addres
housing context, the proposed policy
framework represents a crucial step
toward fostering inclusive and
sustainable urban development.

The importance of the initiative was
emphasised by Mr. Lennart Deridder,

Head of Cooperation Section, Delegation

of the European Union to Iraq, in his
opening remar ks: 0Bac:
census dat a, al most
population is between the ages of five

and fourteen. This highlights the urgent

need to address the existing housing
shortage and accommodate the growing

well-planned environments. Today's
National Housing Policy Workshop
marks a pivotal step toward achieving
this vision. Together, we will refine the
policy framework, integrate green and
sustainable practices, and work towards
building a resilient, inclusive housing
ecosystem. This, in turn, will serve as a
catalyst for sustainable economic

the aims of the new housing policy is a
shared responsibility that falls on
government, the private sector and
society, to reach the desired goals.

During the workshop, the Ministry of

Pl anning, t he BEI'T p
government counterpart, underlined the
importance of integrating housing into
national ur ban pol i c
National Development Plan 2024 82028
sets a strategic roadmap for economic
growth, infrastructure development, and
housing reform. With a focus on
investing in human capital, diversifying

the economy, and modernizing urban
planning, the plan addresses key
challenges such as housing shortages,
spatial development gaps, and service
disparities. The new National Housing

supporting the Government of Iraq in
addressing t he
challenges by reviewing existing
legislation, exploring new affordable
housing finance models, providing
capacity building and technical
assistance, and building demonstration
green social housing units in two pilot
locations.

Head of UN -Habitat Iraq. Promoting
access to adequate housing for all, along
with essential urban services such as
clean water, sanitation, electricity,

transportation, and economic
opportunities, will contribute to more

inclusive and sustainable urban growth.

The Building Equitable and Inclusive

Transformation (BEIT), an European
Union -funded initiative, is a joint effort

by UN -Habitat, the International

Labour Organization, and the
International Trade Centre. The
programme aims to drive economic
growth by creating decent job
opportunities through advancing Iraqg's

affordable and sustainable housing
initiatives and strengthening the

construction sector.

Dr

Recogni sin

country
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Diyala, 8 January 2025 - Today, the Joint Coordination Forum (JCF) in
Diyala held its monthly meeting, bringing together the government, UN
and NGOs to discuss key priorities, including restoring the basic services
to Al-Khailania area and facilitating the compensation process for
returnees and IDPs.

Joint Coordination Forums

Salah al -Din, 14 January 2025 8 Today, Joint Coordination Forum
(JCF) in Salah al -Din held its monthly meeting, bringing together
government, UN and NGOs to discuss key priorities. These included the
Durable Solutions Roadmap for Tuz Khurmatu district, the conditions of
IDPs and returnees in Shirgat and Ad -Dour districts, and the procedures
to facilitate NGOs activities in Salah al  -Din.

Diyala, 14 January 2025 d Today, the Diyala Joint Coordination
Forum (JCF) conducted a needs assessment mission to Al -Khailania
village in Miqdadiya district to evaluate the needs of returned families
and assess the capacity to restore basic services in the village. The
mission was joined by the Deputy Governor and the Head of the
Reconstruction and Investment Committee.

Kirkuk, 15 January 2025 & The Joint Coordination Forum (JCF) held
its 8th monthly meeting in Kirkuk, co -chaired by the Governor's
Assistant and International Rescue Committee (IRC). The meeting
brought together representatives from government, UN agencies, and
NGOs to discuss key priorities, including the development of the JCF
workplan for 2025 and addressing the critical shortage of medical staff in
areas of return.

Ninewa, 22 January 2025
its 9th monthly meeting in Ninewa, co -chaired by the Governor's
Assistant and UNICEF. The meeting brought together government, UN
agencies, and NGO representatives to discuss key priorities, including
the challenges and needs of east Mosul camps as well as incidents caused
by remnants of war explosives in different areas of Ninewa.

8 The Joint Coordination Forum (JCF) held

Ramadi, 28 January 2025 & Today, Anbar Joint Coordination Forum
convened in Ramadi, co-chaired by the Deputy Governor and IOM,
bringing together representatives from the government, UN and NGOs.
Discussions covered NGO/private sector capacity -building, water crisis
challenges and safety, and 2025 services mapping.
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Joint Coordination Forums

Diyala, 18 February 2025 - Today, the Joint Coordination Forum (JCF), in
collaboration with the Returns Working Group / IOM, organized a workshop in
Diyala Governorate. The workshop covered the fundamentals of durable
solutions, as well as international principles and standards for addressing
displacement issues, with the aim of achieving voluntary, safe, and sustainable
return and integration that contributes to long  -term stability. It was attended
by committee members from the government side, along with representatives
of organizations operating in the governorate.

Erbil, 23 February 2025 - Today, the UN Resident Coordinator Ghulam
Mohammad Isaczai inaugurated the Joint Coordination Forum (JCF)
Workshop in Erbil, bringing together key government stakeholders to discuss
the residual humanitarian needs in areas affected by displacement.
Strengthening coordination & ensuring government ownership is vital for the
long-term reintegration of displaced populations across Iraq.

Ramadi, 26 February 2025 - Today, Anbar Joint Coordination Forum (JCF)
convened in Ramadi, co-chaired by the Deputy Governor and IOM. The
meeting brought together representatives from the government, UN, and
NGOs to discuss available projects and funding opportunities for 2025,
challenges in the education sector, and key takeaways from the Iraq  -wide JCF
workshop with COMSEC held on 23 February.

Salah Al -Din, 26 February 2025 - Joint Coordination Forum (JCF) in Salah
al-Din held its monthly meeting, bringing together government, UN and NGOs

to discuss key priorities. These included the #DurableSolutions Roadmap for
Tuz Khurmatu district, financial challenges for 2025, enhancing coordination
between governmental institutions and organizations in Salah al ~ -Din, and key
recommendations from the Iraq -wide JCF workshop with COMSEC held on 23
February.

Agriculture

Baghdad, 12 January 2025 - The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO Iraq) representative in Iraq, Dr. Salah Al -Hajj Hassan
met with the Secretary -General of the Council of Ministers, Dr. Hamid Al
Ghazi . During the meeting, the programs implemented by the organization in
Iraq in cooperation with the government and partners were discussed.

Baghdad, 12 January 2025 - Today, the World Food Programme (WFP)
signed an agreement with the Iragi Ministry of Agriculture to implement
the Smallholder Agriculture Revitalization Project, funded by the
International Fund for Agricultural Development. WFP is committed to
support climate resilient investments and diversifying Iraq's agriculture and
livelihood opportunities, this project will allow WFP to further build on our
excellent collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture in serving Iraq and its
people.
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Paving the way for a greener, more sustainable Iraq!

Basra, 14 January 2025 - The  gratitude for the support they received, mitigating its impacts, improved
UNDP's Deputy Resident which revitalized agriculture on their environmental conditions, and
Representative in Irag, Sascha farms and improved the environmental strengthened resilience to climate
Graumann, met with the Netherlands conditions in their areas. These efforts challenges.

Ambassador, Janet Alberda, to contribute
strengthen collaborations and advance
shared goal s for
During the visit, they connected with
local farmers whose agricultural
initiatives have been supported by
UNDP programs, funded by generous
partners.

The ambassador expressed happiness
during the meeting with the farmers: "
We are pleased to meet you, discuss,
and stand together on the ground to
explore ways to develop and support
agriculture in Iraq."

UNDP's Deputy Resident
Representative, Sascha Graumann
said: "UNDP Iraq is dedicated to
advancing the climate and environment
agenda, fostering sustainable solutions
for a brighter future in Irag."
Farmers expressed their

si gni fi c aTogdthgr, we are gaving ¢hé way forcaa | s
greener, more sustainable Iraq!

of adapting to climate change and
devel opment .

Il ragds

heartfelt

FAO Irag and partners continue their efforts to enhance sustainable
agricultural development and empower rural communities

Wasit, 11 January 2025 - As part of
strengthening collaboration between
FAO Iraq and local government in
Wasit, FAO Representative Dr. Salah
ElHajj Hassan met with DG of
Agriculture in Wasit, Eng. Arkan Al -
Shammari.

The joint activities to promote climate -
smart agricultural practices were
reviewed as part of Canada
Government funded project.

The joint team from Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the directorate also
reviewed the project
develop key value chains, Farmer Field
Schools (FFS), and rural women
empowerment.

FAO Irag continues

local and
to enhance

collaboration with
international partners,

sustainable agricultural development
and empower rural communities.

its efforts, in

Enhancing coordination and joint action to support food security
and sustainable development in Iraq

Baghdad, 29 January 2025 - The 5th
meeting of the Sector Coordination
Group for Agriculture, Food &

Irrigation was held today, co -chaired by

the Ministry of Agriculture, FAO Iraq
and European Union in Irag and was
attended by representatives from the
Government of Iraq, relevant
ministries, UN agencies, national and
international partners.

The meeting was chaired by the
Technical Deputy Minister of

Agriculture, and discussions focused on
monitoring financing mechanisms,
early warning systems for food security,
and the latest developments and
achievements in the food, agriculture,
and water sectors

This meeting is part of the joint efforts

of the Iragi Government, donors, UN
agencies, and other partners to
enhance coordination and joint action
to support food security and
sustainable development in Iraq.
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EU delegation visits Southern Iraq to witness the progress in
climate -smart agriculture applications and the improvement of
farmersdé | ivelihoods

achievements and its collaborative
approach, stating: "The EU is
committed to supporting initiatives
that foster sustainable and climate -
resilient agriculture in Irag. This
project exemplifies how innovation
and partnership can transform
challenges into opportunities.
Witnessing the positive impact on
farmers, women groups ,and value
chains in the region, is truly
inspiring. The EU deeply values its
partnership with local communities

Basra, 20 January 2025 - The FAO- The delegation visited sites where and FAO in achieving these shared
EU-funded project entitled new fodder crops have been goals."

ORestoration and St rintroduced by the project as part of Dr. Salah EIHajj Hassan, FAO Iraq
Resilience of Agri -food Systems in an integrated package for sustainable Representative, emphasized the
Southern I raqdé is be farming. importance of the initiative in
in collaboration with the Ministry of - Developing Tomato and Date Palm promoting resilience and
Agriculture (MoA) and local partners. Value Chains: sustainability, saying: "This
This initiative aims to support The delegation witnessed the partnership between FAO, the EU,
smallholder farmers and advancements achieved in these and the Ministry of Agriculture
communities in adapting to climate value chains on production, quality, reflects our shared commitment to
challenges while improving post-harvest handling, and marketig. building a sustainable future for
agricultural productivity and Utilizing Clean Energy for I r aqds -fooa gsystems. By
livelihoods. Marshland Water Desalination: equipping farmers and women groups
A delegation from the European The delegation visited a solar - with climate -smart practices, we are
Union (EU), comprising Mr. David powered household water empowering communities to improve
Healy, Deputy Head of Delegation desalination unit in Halab, located in their livelihoods while preserving the
and Char g® do6Af f ai rthe marshlands of Al -Chibayish. unique environment of southern Irag.
Lennart Deridder, EU Head of Designed by FAO experts, this unit We also extend our gratitude to the
Cooperation in lIraqg, visited project uses solar panels to generate European Union for its exceptional
sites in Basra and Thi -Qar electricity and operate the household support and underscore the
Governorates. The visit aimed to desalination system, ensuring clean importance of collaboration with all
assess the progress of ongoing and sustainable energy production. national stakeholders."

initiatives and highlight their impact These solutions aim to empower Mr. Kifah Al -Asadi, the Head of Local
on enhancing resilience and families to thrive in place, helping Authority of Al -Chibayish district
sustainability in the region's agri - them overcome the challenges posed highlighted the importance of
food systems, particularly focusing on by harsh environmental conditions, international efforts, stating: "Local
livestock, dairy production, tomatoes, reduces the household workload for authorities appreciate the ongoing
and dates. women and improves overall hygiene efforts of international organizations
The FAO-EU funded project, standards. for their attention to the Marshes
addresses key challenges faced by - Meeting with Local Authorities and area, given its historical and
smallholder farmers in southern Iraq Communities at the Marshlands environmental significance. The local
by introducing agricultural practices Revitalization Center: government remains committed and
aimed at mitigating the impacts of The delegation met with local ready for further cooperation to
climate change and improving water authorities and communities at the ensure sustainable development in
use efficiency at the farm level. Marshlands Revitalization Center, this region.”

During the visit, the delegation where discussions focused on the The FAO -EU collaboration, continues
engaged with farmers, women dairy sustainable development of the to promote resilient agri -food
producers, and local officials, marshes region and the collaboration systems, and community
observing the progress made in between various stakeholders. empowerment, ensuring a more
advancing agricultural practices, and Dr. Deridder appreciated the project's sustainable future for southern Iraq.

marketing.

The visit included:

- Rural Dairy Centers for Milk
Collection, Cooling, Processing, and
Marketing:

The delegation visited one of the 45
rehabilitated centers across the three
targeted governorates. These centers
should support 300 women groups,

- Cultivation of New Fodder Crops:
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Advancing sustainable agriculture in Basra

Basra, 20 January 2025 - The
UNDP's Deputy Resident
Representative in Iraq, Sascha
Graumann, and the Netherlands
Ambassador, Janet Alberda, visited one
of the beneficiaries of a UNDP -
supported sustainable agriculture
project in Basra.

This farm highlights the
transformative power of sustainable
practices, made possible through
UNDP initiatives. By utilizing solar
energy systems and modern irrigation
tools, the farm now operates entirely on
clean energy, reducing reliance on
diesel and cutting costs significantly.
Producing wheat in the winter and
watermelons and cantaloupes in the

expand to new crops, including date
palms and tomatoes, in future seasons.
The visit featured a comprehensive

promoting sustainable and climate -
resilient agriculture in #Basra.
This initiative is paving the way for

spring, the farm is thriving. With the tour of t he f ar md s enlsagcsd famadrsecuritg, imgroved rural
project's continued support and demonstration of its productivity, livelihoods, and a greener, more
technical guidance, the farmer plans to showcasing its critical role in sustainable Irag.

FAO Iraq Representative meets with the Kurdistan Regional
Government's Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources

Erbil, 29 January 2025 - FAO Iraq
Representative, Dr. Salah EI Hajj

Hassan, met with Ms. Begard Talabani,

the Kurdistan Regional Government's
Minister of Agriculture and Water

Resources, along with the Deputy
Minister and team, to discuss ongoing
joint efforts, including updates on the

Genebank/Seedbank project in
Sulaymaniyah, funded by the European
Union. The FAO and MoAWR -KRG
meeting also highlighted key joint

efforts in: developing veterinary
services; enhancing beekeeping and
honey production; and Shamamk
Irrigation Project (WaPOR).

FAO lIrag continues to monitor the activities developed with farmers
and producers in Nineveh Governorate

Mosul, 22 January 2025 - The Food conditions.

to 584mm in the previous season on the

and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations (FAO) lIraq, in

collaboration with the Ministry of

Agriculture (MoA), continues to
monitor the activities developed with

farmers and producers in Nineveh
Governorate to ensure the achievement
of objectives and the sustainability of
agricultural activities after the

completion of the European Union in
Irag funded project, supporting the
livelihoods of returning farmers in

rural and peri -urban areas.

The challenges of the wheat season in
northern Iraq are increasing due to the

delay and scarcity of rainfall, which

will significantly impact rainfed crops.

Farmers have resorted to sprinkler
irrigation to adapt to these difficult

In this context, rainfall levels in Al
Hamdaniya District, Nineveh
Governorate, for the current 2024 -2025
season recorded only 58mm, compared

SNV

same date. This significant decline in
rainfall highlights its direct impact on
the agricultural sector.
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WFP and Italy partner with the government of Iraq to boost climate

resilience and agricultural livelihoods

Baghdad, 4 February 2025 - The
United Nations World Food Programme

Basra; facing the harshest effects of
climate change and will benefit

(WFP) welcomes a generous vulnerable women -led households,
contribution from the Italian crisis -affected people, and smallholder
Government, through the Italian farmers. WFP will introduce efficient

Agency for Development Cooperation
(AICS), to help Iragi communities
strengthen their resilience to climate
change while creating economic
opportunities, especially for women.

This initiative, in collaboration with

irrigation systems, helping farmers cut
water use by 40% while boosting
productivity as well as training
sessions to help farmers transition to
drought -resistant crops and better land
management practices, ensuring long -

Il ragds Ministry of teAmg rfioedu Isecwrity amdn coil
Ministry of Environment, will preservation.

introduce climate -smart farming The initiative will also empower
techniques, irrigation improvements, women, youth, and persons with

and financial support to help farmers
and entrepreneurs adapt to climate

disabilities by integrating them into
climate adaptation programs, providing

change. Rising temperatures, technical training, and facilitating
worsening water scarcity, and land access to financial resources to support
degradati on have eptrepteneurial veatuges. s

agricultural sector under increasing WFP will partner with the Government

strain. As much as 40 percent of arable
land in the south is feared to have been
lost to desertification, with negative
consequences for livelihoods and food
security.

0l raqds farmers and
are on the frontlines of the fight

of Irag, academia and a number of
Italian experts to provide technical
solutions, equipment and expertise, to
enable more efficient management of
ecosystem resources. This can be done
througha Icomenonitym watért poads,
nurseries and afforestation and

against climate change, and WFP is revegetation initiatives. These
committed to working with the approaches contribute to improved
Government of Iraq to support local agricultural productivity and,
governments and communities in subsequently, strengthened food
developing scalable and sustainable systems.

cli mate solutions, 6 said WF P
Representative and Country Director in

l'rag Mageed Yahi a.

initiative, we are ensuring that

smallholder farmers and vulnerable

groups have access to better water

management, resilient crops, and

climate financing. These efforts,

alongside early warning systems and
disaster risk reduction measures, will
help communities withstand
environmental shocks and secure long -
term food security. o
The project will be implemented in
Ninewa, Salah al -Din, Thi -Qar, and

Page 41
0Climate change poses
t o Il raqds agricul t

threatening livelihoods and food
security all over the Country, and
especially for women -l e d househo
highlighted H.E. Niccoldo Fontana,

Ambassador of I'taly t
regions across lIraq face the harsh
realities of water scarcity, land

degradation, and rising temperatures.
This project directly addresses these
challenges by promoting green skills
and expanding the private sector

workforce, enhancing agricultural
val ue chains, suppor
entrepreneurship in climate -resilient

sectors. ltaly is proud to commit to
fostering a green transition that will
benefit not only the environment, but
also the population, empowering their
communities and nurturing
sustainability.o
WFP will continue working with the
Government of Iraqg to support
communities affected by climate change
by aligning its project implementation
wi t h t he Governmento
particularly focusing on the addressing
unemployment, improving water

management in irrigation to drive up
production and empower women to
seek and maintain sustainable
livelihoods.

Monitoring and improving water productivity workshop in Najaf

Najaf, 11 February 2025 - As part of
Sida funded project, FAO conducted
training workshops on "Field Data
Collection for Crop Mapping & Water
Productivity Assessment” in Najaf to
monitor and improve water
productivity, which aligns with the
broader objectives
Productivity Open -access Portal
H#WHWAPOR.

The training focused on enhancing
capacity of experts from the Ministry of
Water Resources and the Ministry of

Agriculture in Bagdad and Najaf to
collect high -quality field data for crop
mapping, which contributes to: identify

productivity gaps; promote sustainable
agricultural practices; and foster

improved resource management.
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Continuous efforts to develop the value chain of date palms in

southern Iraq

Basra, 12 February 2025 - With the ;_____g'_‘

support of the European Union
Delegation in Iraq, FAO equipped the
Directorates of Agriculture in Basra,
Dhi Qar, and Maysan with special
equipment for automatic pollination of
date palms to provide this service to
farmers with the aim of: faster and
more efficient pollination and to reduce
manual effort and waste.

ot St i i
e

A workshop on monitoring women's rights to land ownership and/or
control within national legal frameworks held in Baghdad

Baghdad, 13 February 2025 - Within
the project "Strengthening Government
Capacity to Monitor & Report on UN
SDG" FAO concluded a workshop in
cooperation with Commission of
Statistics and GIS of the Ministry of
Planning of Irag on monitoring
women's rights to land ownership
and/or control within national legal
frameworks.

Dr. Diaa Kazim, Head of Commission of
Statistics & GIS stressed the
importance of women's participation in
the development of economic sectors &
population census data as they
represent half of society, praising the
constructive joint cooperation with FAO
in monitoring SDGs.

Salah El Hajj Hassan, FAO Country

Representative for Irag, said that
effective monitoring and reporting on
this indicator could help identify legal

gaps and promote reforms that ensure
better land management between

genders.

M —

Field visits continue to witness progress firsthand!

Thi Qar, 14 February 2025 - A marketing centre - one of many to be  agricultural sector in southern Irag!

delegation from the Canadian Embassy
in Irag, alongside FAO and Ministry of
Agriculture teams, visited FAO -GAC
funded project sites in Thi Qar to see

rehabilitated, equipped, inclusive with
training in climate -resilient practices.

The team also visited wheat farmers
adopting climate -smart agriculture and

the progress in: the development of
priority value chains and climate -
resilient agriculture.

Participants met with women groups
managing a rural dairy processing and

sustainable irrigation practices, and

engaged in discussions on challenges,
solutions and impact.

These initiatives are paving the way for

a more resilient and productive

A workshop on data management and analysis in Erbil empowers 18
epidemiologists and data specialists

- Under the

Erbil, 24 February 2025 Country Representative for Iraq, developing GIS maps for animal
#0OneHealth approach, the Food and stressed the importance of these diseases and using them in early
Agriculture Organization of the United modern technologies on data warning animal diseases.

Nations (FAO), in coordination with management and analysis and

Iragi Ministry of Agriculture and KRG
Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources, conducted a five-day
workshop on Data Management and
Analysis in Erbil to empower 18
epidemiologists and data specialists in:
data collection, quality assurance and
control and GIS mapping.

Dr. Salah ElI Hajj Hassan,

FAO
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Supporting 3,580 rural women in Basra, Maysan and Thi Qar with
dairy value chain development equipment

Basra/Maysan/Dhi Qar, 18
February 2025 - The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in Irag, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Agriculture and
local partners, launched a new series of
equipment distribution ceremonies for
dairy value chain development to
support rural women in southern Iraq,
within the EU -funded project
ORestoring and
Resilience of Agri-Food Systems in
Southern I raqb6.

During the celebrations, the new
equipment was distributed in the
governorates of Maysan, Dhi Qar and
Basra, in the presence of the Technical
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Dr. Mithaq Al -Khafaji,
FAO Representative, Salah ElHajj
Hassan, representatives of the Ministry
of Planning, the Women Empowerment
Department of the Iragi Council of

Ministers, the Director General of the

Department of Environmental

Protection and Improvement in the

Southern Region, the local
governments, and a number of female
farmers.

Empowering Rural Women

The dairy value chain development
equipment to support rural women in

southern Irag will empower 3,580 rural

St r eworgen in the dainy gsectot i tbe three

governorates, with 1,180 rural women
in nine administrative units in Maysan
Governorate, 1,250 rural women in
three administrative units in Basra
Governorate, and 1,150 rural women in
two administrative units in Dhi Qar
Governorate. The women will use the
equipment to transport and store
approximately 160,000 liters of milk
per day.
0These
efforts

activities
to empower 25,834 rural

aragricwlaurat

households in Basra, Dhi Qar, and
Maysan, where women make up the
majority of beneficiaries, which
contributes to achieving significant
development in improving the quality
of milk and dairy products, increasing
production, and economically
empowering rural women, which
enhances food security and opens new
horizons for sustainable development in
sout hern Il raq, 6
Hassan during the ceremony.
OSupporting and
women by providing them with the
necessary skills and modern equipment
to produce dairy products and other
small agricultural projects through
FAO, contributes significantly to
enhancing food security efforts in Iraq,
and leads to improving the economic
conditions in rural communities and
creating more job opportunities. We are
pleased to cooperate with FAO in such
efforts within deep and long -term
partnership, 6 sai d
Khafaji, Technical Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Agriculture.

The FAO-EU-funded project entitled
ORestoration and
Resilience of Agri-food Systems in
Southern I raqd6 is
collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture and local partners. This
initiative aims to support smallholder
farmers and communities in adapting
to climate challenges while improving
protiuctbvity aathe r
livelihoods.

FAO enhances knowledge and skills for Plant Genetic Resource

Management in lraq

Baghdad/Sulaymaniyah, 22
February 2025 9 On 16 February 2025
in Baghdad, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) concluded a 5-day training
course on "Enhancing Knowledge and
Skills for Plant Genetic Resource
Management in
collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture and supported by European
Union in Irag. Dr. Salah ElHajj
Hassan, FAO Representative in Iraq
emphasized the importance of genetic
resources for for the development of
new plant varieties with the aim of:
meeting food, nutrition, health and
economic security needs; enhancing
biodiversity; enhancing adaptation to
climate change and ever -evolving pests
and diseases; building resilience in
agricultural production and rural
livelihoods.

On 22 February 2025 in Sulaymaniyah
FAO started the same training
targeting staff from General
Directorate of Agriculture, relevant to
Seedbank, Ministry of Agriculture and
Water Resources and the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG).

I r a dQ@enetichresburtes are rcritical for the

development of new plant varieties that
can thrive in changeable and uncertain
environmental conditions, which is
essential for biodiversity and food

security," said Dr. Salah El Hajj
Hassan, FAO Country Representative
for Iraq, in his opening speech.

Mr. Shalaw Jamal Director General of
Agriculture in Sulaymaniyah stressed
the importance of this training which
contributes to supporting the gene
bank that FAO is establishing here in
cooperation with the Ministry of

Agriculture and Water Resources with
support of European Union in Irag.

sai
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Discussion on the Draft Trade Union Organization Law with the ILO
and the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

Baghdad, 06 February 2025
of ongoing efforts to strengthen
workers' rights and trade union
freedoms in Iraq, the Labour and Civil
Society Organizations Committee in
the Council of Representatives, in
collaboration with the International
Labour Organization (ILO), held a
discussion session on Wednesday, 5
February 2025. The session, chaired by
MP Nahida Al -Daini and attended by
several committee members, focused on
reviewing the proposed Trade Union
Organization Law for workers.

The discussion was attended by the
Deputy Minister of Labour and Social
Affairs for Labour Affairs, senior
ministry officials, and the ILO,
represented by Dr. Maha Kattaa, the
ILO Country Coordinator for Irag. The
discussions centered on reviewing the
legal frameworks of the proposed law
drafted by the committee to ensure its
alignment with international labour
standards ratified by Iraqg, particularly

- As part

ILO Convention No. 87 of 1948 on
Freedom of Association and Protection
of the Right to Organize and ILO
Convention No. 98 on the Right to
Organize and Collective Bargaining.
The ILO reaffirmed its commitment to
providing technical support for the
legal reform process to ensure that the
legislation complies with international
standards on trade union rights and

Discussion on the National Employment Policy
Committee for Workforce Planning and Employment

With the participation of the
International Labour Organization
(ILO), Irag's High Committee for

Workforce Planning and Employment
held its first meeting of 2025 to discuss
the final draft of the National
Employment Policy for Irag (2025 -
2030). This policy aims to promote the
creation of sustainable job
opportunities, enhance labor market
efficiency, and improve working
conditions.

Baghdad, 13 February 2025 (ILO
News) - The National Employment
Policy seeks to foster inclusive

economic growth by providing
sustainable employment opportunities
and reducing unemployment rates,
with particular attention given to the
most vulnerable groups, especially
forcibly displaced persons, to ensure
their inclusion in national systems. The
policy also aims to improve the work
environment, enhance the performance
of labor institutions, develop skills,
support entrepreneurship, and
strengthen social protection,
contributing to long -term economic and
social stability.

During the meeting,
Labour and Social Affairs, Mr. Ahmed
Al-As adi , stated,
a young nation, with 65% of the
population being of working age. This
makes it essential to establish effective

0 Th g

employment mechanisms and plans to
empower those who can contribute to
building the country. We are here to
provide practical details on how to
activate these plans and turn them into
reality by reviewing the National

Employment Policy and discussing
potential amendments through joint
efforts in this
The meeting addressed several key
areas, including a comprehensive
discussion of the National Employment
Policy. Senior officials from various
Iragi ministries, trade unions, and

employers' organizations, who are
members of the committee, engaged in
detailed dialogues to ensure the policy
aligns with national employment goals

and responds to the evolving needs of
the workforce.

meet

-

freedoms. It was agreed to continue
discussions among social dialogue
partners to review the proposed law
and introduce necessary amendments.
The ILO continues to provide technical
support to strengthen social dialogue in
Irag as part of its activities under the
Building Equitable and Inclusive
Transformation (BEIT) project, funded
by the European Union in Iraq.

0 meeting of the High

Representatives from the Ministries of
Migration and Displacement, Industry
and Minerals, and Environment, along
with other ministries, labor
organizations, and employers'
organizations participating in the
committee, provided their feedback on
the final draft of the National
iIEmpdoyndent Policy. They commended
t he pol i cyds
acknowledged the role of national
experts in developing it to align with
Il ragbds national
The ILO contributed valuable technical
insights through its regional specialists
and Iraq office, supported by the

PROSPECTS lIraq partnership, funded
by the Government of the Netherlands.
The organization also highlighted the
development and

coordination

robus

polici
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Discussion on the National Employment Policy
Committee for Workforce Planning and Employment

processes, along with a comprehensive
framework for implementing the
proposed policy.

Dr. Maha Kattaa, ILO Coordinator in
Irag, emphasized during the meeting
that the National Employment Policy
serves as a cornerstone for achieving
sustainable development and
enhancing economic and social stability
in Iraq. She stressed the importance of
adopting a holistic approach to
addressing unemployment, stimulating
economic growth, and promoting decent
work conditions. She also highlighted
the significance of public -private
partnerships, the development of

training and employment programs,
and the promotion of entrepreneurship
to create sustainable job opportunities.
Dr. Kattaa called for joint efforts
among all stakeholders to ensure the
implementation of an effective
employment policy that meets labor
market needs and contributes to
development and stability.

The meeting concluded with an
agreement to adopt the final draft of
the National Employment Policy after
incorporating the final amendments
proposed by the Chair and members of
the High Committee for Workforce
Planning and Employment, to be

Page 45

0 meeting of the High

(continued)

submitted to the Council of Ministers.
The ILO provided the necessary
technical support to the Government of
Irag in drafting the policy through an
effective tripartite social dialogue
process that spanned over three years.
This process included multiple stages of
policy development at various levels,
reinforcing the principles of
participatory policymaking between the
government, labor organizations, and
employers' organizations in shaping
national policies aimed at achieving
decent work in Irag.

| == e

United Nations praises Iraq's launch of the National Protection of

Civilians Policy

Baghdad, 17 February 2025 0 The
Special Representative of the
Secretary -General of the United
Nations for Iraq and Head of the
United Nations Assistance Mission for
Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, participated today in the
national conference for the launch of
the National Protection of Civilians
Policy.

Under the patronage of His Excellency
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al -
Sudani, the conference was organized
by the Permanent National Committee
for International Humanitarian Law,

in coordination with the National
Security Advisory, in cooperation with
the PAX organization. In attendance
were the National Security Adviser Mr.
Qassim Al-Araji and a number of
dignitaries.

In his remarks, Dr. Al Hassan conveyed
the commendation of the Secretary -
General of the United Nations, Anténio
Guterres, for the decision of the Iraqi
government to launch the National

Protection of Civilians Policy.

The Special Representative said: "We
are with you in this initiative, and we
believe that the time has come to
launch such an initiative."

He added: "lraq will find in the
international community and the
United Nations all the support and
assistance in what is good for this
honorable land."
While stressing the

importance of

formulating a national policy to

enhance accountability and hold
perpetrators accountable, Dr. Al
Hassan stressed the need for the policy
to be carried out through fair and
transparent laws to achieve justice.
OWe are proud to
side, towards an Iraq that is secure
from within and with its neighbors,
sovereign, strong

concluded.

Irag is moving forward to legislate a trade union law in accordance
with international labour standards

Baghdad, 19 February 2025 - With
the participation of a delegation from
the International Labour Organization
(ILO), and as a significant step towards
aligning Ilraq0s
international labour standards, the
Labour and Civil Society Institutions
Committee in the Iragi Parliament held

a high-level discussion session on the
proposed Trade unions law.

The session was chaired by Ms. Nahida
Al-Daini, Chairwoman of the

Committee, in
committee members and a delegation
from the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs, led by Minister Ahmed Al

T r a dAsadiuatohgowitls reptesemiatives from

Iragi Workers organizations and the
Iraqgi Federation of Industries.

In her opening speech, MP Al -Daini
welcomed the attendees, emphasizing

that this discussion aims to enhance
dialogue on the proposed legislation,
which represents a crucial step towards

the presence of

protecting workers'
organizing union

rights and
activities in
accordance with best practices and

international standards. She
reaffirmed t he
commitment to a participatory
approach that ensures the involvement
of all stakeholders, including the
government, Trade Unions, and the
ILO, to develop a modern law that
addresses

environment and supports union

and

C

chall enges
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Iraq is moving forward to legislate a trade union law in accordance

with international labour standards (continued)

freedoms.

For his part, the Deputy Chairman of
the Committee, MP Hussein Arab,
outlined the constitutional and
legislative framework upon which the
proposed law is based. He highlighted
provisions related to the Trade Unions
bylaw, ensuring their independence,
and strengthening mechanisms for
coordination and cooperation among
unions. He also discussed the specific
procedures for establishing general and
subsidiary unions as well as Trade
Unions federations.

In the same context, Minister of Labour
and Social Affairs, Mr. Ahmed Al -
Asadi, reaffirmed the Iraqi
government's commitment to drafting a
comprehensive law that regulates
union activities and protects the rights
of workers and professionals. He
stressed the importance of forming a
specialized committee comprising
representatives from the Ministry,
trade unions,
parliamentary committee members,
and ILO experts to refine the draft law
and ensure its
national legislation and international
commitments.

Dr. Maha Kattaa, the ILO Country
Coordinator for Iraq, briefed the
technical support provided by the ILO
in this aspect. She stated that the
legislative process had undergone
multiple stages of discussions and
technical consultations, including
knowledge exchanges with the ILO, the
recent visit of a direct contact mission
to Irag, and a study visit by an Iraqi

delegation to Geneva to explore best
international practices in this field.

During the session, representatives of
trade unions shared their observations

on the draft law, emphasizing the

importance of strengthening workers'

and professional employees' rights to
union organization. They also called for

justice for workers who were
reclassified as labourers under a 1987

e mp | oy govesnthenb degision,i deraanding rthe ,

restoration of their right to union
representation. The discussion also

al i g woverad aspéctsh relateda god she

establishment of trade unions at
different levels, whether at workplaces,
provincial levels, or the national level.
Additionally, the session addressed the
roadmap of the ILO's direct contact
mission, which included a proposal to
establish a social dialogue forum. This
initiative aims to foster collaboration
among key labour market stakeholders
and support the development of a fair
and sustainable work environment.

At the conclusion of the session, the

Parliamentary Labour Committee
recommended holding a joint workshop
bringing together the Legal
Department of the Ministry of Labour,
parliamentary committee members,
consultants, as well as heads and
members of trade unions, along with
ILO experts. The workshop aims to
conduct an in -depth review of the draft
law and produce a comprehensive legal
framework that serves the interests of
both workers and professionals in Irag.
The committee also reaffirmed its
commitment to continuing
consultations and holding further
workshops to finalize a law that aligns
with international best practices.

The ILO continues to provide technical
support to the Iragi government and
social partners to develop and
implement labour legislation in Irag.
This effort is part of the Building
Equitable and Inclusive
Transformation (BEIT) project, funded
by the European Union, to establish the
foundations of decent work.

ILO convenes third Technical Working Group meeting on social
security and formalization in KRI

Erbil, 26 February 2025 - The
International Labour Organization
(ILO) convened the third meeting of the
Technical Working Group on Social
Security and Formalization in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) on 23
February. The meeting brought
together key stakeholders, including
representatives from the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs, the Ministry
of Planning, the Ministry of Trade and
Industry, the Chamber of Commerce,
and Trade Unions.

Building on the discussions from
previous meetings held on 3 September
and 182 December 2024, where priority
sectors for formalization were
identified, this session focused on
operationalizing the five -year

formalization strategy. Participants
engaged in in -depth discussions on the
cooperation framework among relevant
ministries to ensure a smooth, region -
based implementation of the strategy.
Additionally, new monitoring tools
were introduced to track progress and
assess the effectiveness of the
approach.

The meeting facilitated a highly
constructive dialogue on key issues,
including policy options for expanding
social security coverage, addressing
legal and institutional barriers, and
leveraging tripartite collaboration to
tailor strategies to the regional
economic and social context.

Reaffirming their commitment to a
structured and inclusive formalization

process, stakeholders agreed to
continue convening quarterly meetings,
with future sessions dedicated to
tackling sector -specific challenges and

designing targeted interventions to
extend social security to informal
workers.

This initiative is part of the broader
ILO -led efforts under the EU -supported
Joint Social Protection Programme in
Irag, implemented in collaboration with
UNICEF and WFP. The programme
aims to accelerate social security
reforms and strengthen policy
frameworks to foster inclusive economic
growth and promote decent work in
Iraq.

L == < e
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Launch of the National Social Dialogue Forum in Iraq to strengthen
trade union rights and freedoms

Baghdad, 27 February 2025 (ILo
News) & Today, Baghdad witnessed the
launch of the National Social Dialogue

Forum in Iraq, with the participation of

a high -level ministerial delegation led

by Mr. Ahmed Al -Asadi, Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs, alongside

the Deputy Minister for Labour Affairs,

several general directors, senior
ministerial officials, and
representatives of workers' and

employers' organizations. The forum
also included members of the Labour
Committee and civil society institutions
from the Iraqgi Parliament. The launch
marks a significant step in enhancing
consultation and cooperation between
the government, workers'
organizations, and employers on labor
market issues and other matters of
mutual interest.

The forum aims to promote social
dialogue through a sustainable
mechanism that enables the tripartite
partners to consult on labor issues and
economic and social policies, ensuring a
balance between economic interests
and social justice. It serves as an
advisory body focused on reviewing and
developing labor legislation, monitoring
its implementation, strengthening
trade union rights and freedoms, and
ensuring compliance with international
labor standards.

Ministerial Opening Remarks

In his opening speech, the Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs emphasized:
"Social dialogue is a fundamental pillar
in shaping labor policies, ensuring
labor market stability, and protecting
workers' rights."

Al-Asadi further clarified that the
forum will serve as a permanent
platform for dialogue and consultation
on labor policies and legislation. It will
also address challenges, propose

trade union
and improve

solutions,
rights and freedoms,
enforcement mechanisms in a way that
benefits all stakeholders.

strengthen

Ensuring Compliance with

International Labor Standards

The forum will play a crucial role in

enhancing compliance with
international labor standards,

particularly concerning trade union

rights and freedoms. The 2023 Direct
Contacts Mission report from the
International Labour Organization

(ILO) to Iraqg highlighted the need for a

dialogue platform between the
government, workers' organizations,
and employers to develop a new trade
union law to replace Law No. 52 of
1987. In this regard, the ILO has
provided the necessary technical
support to the Ministry of Labour and

Social Affairs, as well as to workers'
and employers' organizations, to
facilitate the establishment of this

forum.

Stakeholder Support and Commitment
Mr. Hussein Arab, Deputy Chair of the
Labour and Civil Society Institutions
Committee in Parliament, stated: "The
forum is one of the key outcomes of the
Direct Contacts Mission visit, and its
launch represents a crucial step toward
strengthening the partnership among
all relevant stakeholders."

He also affirmed the full commitment
of the Parliamentary Labour
Committee to supporting the forum and
contributing to achieving its objectives.
Updating Il raqgds
align with international labor
standards is essential, as it directly
impacts the effectiveness of social
dialogue and promotes decent work in
Irag. In this context, Dr. Maha Kattaa,
ILO Country Coordinator for Iraq,

highlighted during her speech at the
forumds Il aunch:
National Social Dialogue Forum in Iraq
is a significant step that reflects
consensus among the tripartite
constituents A the government,
represented by the Ministry of Labour,
as well as workers' and employers'
organizations. Their agreement to move
forward in promoting decent work,
trade union freedoms, and labor rights
is critical. A consultation platform
ensures that no
over another, providing a valuable
space for enhancing dialogue, labour
legislation, and enforcement
mechanisms. The ILO works closely
with all partners in Irag, and this
forum represents a new mechanism for
collaboration, offering comprehensive
technical and advisory support to
promote decent work through the
National Programme implemented by
the 1LO. O

A National Platform for Social Dialogue

Social dialogue is a key tool for
achieving economic development and
strengthening social justice. The launch
of the National Social Dialogue Forum
in Iraq establishes a national platform

for consultation, negotiation, and
dialogue on labor market policies,
programs, and legislation. This step
aligns with Il raqgds
roadmap agreed upon between the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,

wor ker s o
organizations following the ILO Direct
Contacts Missionds

A Space for Tripartite Consultation

The forum aims to create an inclusive
and democratic environment for
tripartite consultation on legal,
economic, and social issues of common
interest. In this context, Mr. Adel
Akab, President of the Iraqi Federation
of Industries, emphasized: "The forum
is highly significant as it serves as a
platform for consultation and dialogue
between the government, workers'
representatives, and employers. Had
such a forum existed in the past, it
would have been an essential tool for
bridging gaps, addressing obstacles,
and preventing issues from
escalating i especially concerning the

t r a dievelopment of m tradea wiion taw for

workers."

Strengthening Trade Union Freedoms

and Supporting Social Dialogue
Key objectives of the forum include
reviewing and advising on labor law

Cc

"The

party?d
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Launch of the National Social Dialogue Forum in Iraq to strengthen

trade union rights and freedoms

reforms, monitoring law
implementation, ensuring compliance
with international labor standards, and

reinforcing trade wunion rights and
freedoms. The forum will also
contribute to fostering a culture of
effective social dialogue, strengthening
the role of labor unions within the
workforce and society. In this regard,
Mr. Sattar Danbous Barak stressed:
"The establishment of the Social
Dialogue Forum is an important step
toward advancing labor rights and

Leader shi

Baghdad, 26 December 2024

t he past several
remarkable strides in empowering
women in lIrag. From identifying
groundbreaking successes that have
sparked positive change in
communities to reflecting on the critical
role of womenaods
local initiatives with broader strategies,
much has been achieved. However,
much remains to be done in advancing
the Women, Peace, and Security (WPS)
agendafi a critical area where progress
has been slow, particularly in the
security sector.

As a passionate
empowerment, | have always believed
that empowering women in the security
sector is especially difficult in Iraq,
given the strong societal and
institutional resistance. Conservative
tendencies often push for the re
establishment of traditional gender
roles, relegating women to the private
sphere and keeping them away from
public life. These social, economic,
security, and religious pretexts often
disguise themselves as a form of

and

- Over

(continued)

strengthening the foundations of decent
work in Irag by enabling workers and

their representatives to express their

views, aspirations, and hopes for
achieving social justice."

stakeholders on labor -related policies
and legislation. This, in turn, will

contribute to sustainable development,
economic stability, and social cohesion.
The ILO remains committed to

A Vital Step for Labor Market providing technical support to enhance
Regulation social dialogue in Irag, develop and
The forum is expected to be a valuable implement labor legislation, and
addition to efforts aimed at regulating strengthen  enforcement - mechanisms

Il raqéds Il abor
institutionalizing tripartite dialogue
and fostering consensus among

Security Sector Reform

womenaos

protection but, i n

y eapporunitiesw &inultaneouslg, d some

conservative groups argue that women

and girls do not need protection from

domestic violence i a deeply concerning
issue.

Despite these challenges, | have long

grothed di nt h@ae nnweame m@ds

critical in countries facing crisis, such
as Irag. Empowering women in the
security sector has the potential to
break down entrenched barriers,
challenge the traditional masculinity
that permeates society and institutions,
and ultimately lead to greater economic

a d v oirdepeneence. ol rstrongly rhelievé that
gener at i on édhe tpisingsbpgancte identdy theirs
transfor mi

t he next
vital i n
sector. This generation recognizes the
i mportance of
domain and acknowledges the need for
a multi -sectoral approachfi one that
goes beyond enha
capacities. We must engage men in the
process, create more responsive work
environments, and collaborate with

senior male leaders. Their involvement

is essential to dismantling existing

empower ment i

m athrough, the Bu'lgdng Inclusive and
Transformative Employment (BITE)
Project, funded by the European Union.

n

barriers, fostering an inclusive culture,

and ensuring that the sector becomes

more equitable and effective.

A pivotal moment in my work was

during a four -day training session |
facilitated for 24 senior leaders from

the Ministry of Interior (MOI) and the

Ministry of Defense (MOD), focused on
empowering women in security
institutions. The training consisted of

28 working sessions and was designed

to help participants critically assess

their roles and contributions toward
gender equality in |
sector.

Hi storically, Il ragds ¢
been dominated by men, a reflection of

r broader ysocidtal mmormsw o hiésn &6 s

exclusionary structur e
participation and hini
ability to respond to the diverse needs

of Iraqi communities. In this context,

menf especially those in influential
leadership roles fi have a critical
eopeuMity rtam ehallenge i entrenched

norms and create an environment
conduci ve to womenods
Their support can accelerate change

and lend credibility to initiatives aimed

at increasing womenods
in the security sector.

Through engaging discussions and
interactive methodologies, participants

owYyn
stereotypes

roles a i 6challergimg harinful y

about wo m

wo me n & $r seaurdyl sector rolas. They explared s

ways to embrace inclusive practices,
nor mal i ze womenos p
n c leadegship wesitipesn and promote a
culture of empowerment. The support
of male leaders proved pivotal in
making these changes more meaningful
and ensuring that
not only heard but respected.

WO mi
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Leadership and womenads

(continued)

empower ment I n

Several senior leaders shared their
insights during the training:

Brigadier Ali Hasan Ali of the Ministry
of Interior (MOI) reflected on the early
resistance to female leadership in his
institution. He recalled that in 2009,
male officers were hesitant to salute
women in higher ranks, even though
Law No. 18 provided for gender
equality. 0 We
importance of this change, and so did

und

guality of security
The question that arose from these
discussions was: What are the best
strategies to engage leadership in
womenaos
There is no single, universal answer to
this question; the strategy must be
built on local contexts and needs.
However, the participants agreed on
severlt kep dapproaches that can
facilitate progress:

empower ment ?

services. 6

imperative but also a practical
necessity. Men play an essential role in
advancing this cause, accelerating
progress, and
capabilities. The inclusive future that

Iraq aspires to build can only be
realized by working together, with both

men and women collaborating to create
a security landscape that serves and
represents all members of society.

enrichi

the women. However, the leadership
was insisting to adapt. Over time,
however, we succeeded in transforming

Awareness and Education: Raising The road ahead requires unwavering
awareness about gender equality and commitment, collaboration, and a
educating both men and women on the recognition that women
the institutionds c u lbdnefits ef anamldsiveé sacurltysectorc i n gs a shared responsibility. As allies,
policies and pract i ceénslusive Leadership Development: advocates, and agents of change, men

Mr. Ibrahim Khalel of the Ministry of Fostering leadership skills that have a unique opportunity to champion
Defense (MOD) emphasized that prioritize gender equality and this cause and help shape a more

|l eadershipds role i ninclusiwitpends i ncl usi on equitable and secure Iraq for all.

i s not merely s y mPdlick iaed. Accolritability: iEssuring
meaningful and impactful. This is why that policies are in place to support
we are actively seeking cooperation womenss invol vement UN@Ph d

By Sundus Abbas, Gender Specialist,
hol ding

wi t h UNDP to enhanleadershépneacrdountable for
engagement in the s e dmplenmehtygthese pdlides.. 6
Brigadier Adnan Hmood of the Success Stories: Sharing and

Community Police at MOI, stated,
o0 Mal e | eader ship

recruitment, training, and mentorship
programs, but it also fosters
collaboration and builds cohesive teams
that leverage diverse perspectives.
This, in turn, improves the overall

Si x judges from | raqds
advanced arbitration knowledge and teaching skills

celebrating success stories that inspire

n o tthange nahdy demormstmate ahe gangible
benefits of womenads
the security sector.
Engaging male leadership in
empowering wo men Wi
security sector is not only a moral

Supr eme Judi c

Baghdad, 5 January 2025 - UNDP
have concluded the Train the Trainers
Program in Arbitration, marking a
significant step f
judiciary. The program equipped six
judges from Il raqos
Council with advanced arbitration

knowledge and teaching skills.

The journey began with a study visit to
Egypt, where the judges were hosted by
the Cairo Economic Court to observe its
Mediation and Case Preparation
Department, sharing practical insights
on how courts foster Alternative
Dispute Resolution for resolution of
commercial disputes. The visit
continued at the Cairo Regional Center
for Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA),
where its Secretary General, Dr. Ismall
Selim facilitated experience -sharing on
how arbitration proceedings are
administered by arbitral instructions.
Visit to Egypt concluded with the
judges attending a 2 -day conferenceon | CCAG s Gui de t o
0The Rol e of Cour t s ConventiorAr bi trationo.
Here, they exchanged insights with Organi zed within -
regional peers and engaged with Corruption and Arbitration Initiatives
Egypt 6s Mini s tddosteringf fihansed byctlee European Union, the

collaboration on the application of the
New York Arbitration Convention.
Iragi judges were the first in the region
to receive the newly published 2nd
Edition of the Arabic translation of the

program concluded with an intensive 5 -
day workshop focusing on arbitration
law, practice, and adult learning
methodologies.
By empowering judges to train their
t hpeers, Nve vaim 16 oenskire long -term,
sustainable impact 0 strengthening
UINrD&Poplss A rutdii ci ar y
reach of arbitration knowledge across
the country.

and
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UNAMI wel comes l raqi presidentds cal
system

Baghdad, 8 January 2025 - UNAMI

welcomes the President of the Republic
of Il ragds call for
system.

Reform of the justice system and
expediting procedures and the release
of prisoners who have completed their
sentences or whose convictions have
been overturned by the Court of
Cassation, as well as addressing the
conditions in prisons, as stated by H.E.

the President of the Republic Mr. Abdul
Latif Jamal Rashid in his statement

inclusivity, contributing to sustainable
peace, security, and development.

toBdy, &fe A elBrfentsttHistrehgthént T € (BNAMI looks forward to the reform of

the rule of law in Iraq.

A justice system based on the rule of
law, the respect for human rights and
the principle of presumption of
innocence until proven guilty enhances
people's trust in national institutions
and promotes a just society, based on
the principles of equality and

UNAMI on X on Iraqi Judiciary Day

Baghdad, 23 January 2025
UNAMI,
00n

Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan
lraqi Judi ci

ary

0 The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary

Day, we highlight

the i

the justice system that ensures justice
for al | This is i
mandate to promote accountability, the
protection of human rights and judicial
and legal reform, with full respect for
the sovereignty of Iraqg and national
ownership.

| ==« e ]

-General for Iraq and Head of

mportance of

and stability in any country, including Iraq. On this occasion, we extend our warmest congratulations to the members of this
esteemed authority. We also reaffirm our commitment to supporting and ensuring an independent, fair, and transparent
raq

judiciary in |

Baghdad, 29 January 2025
Isaczai visited the Basmayah Model Police Station
of Il raqds Model Police
initiative is driving

to justice fi particularly for women and girls
crucial role in community -oriented law enforcement.

t hat

- Today, UN Resident Coordinator

Stations
Il raqgds
centered policing. By fostering trust, enhancing safety, and expanding access
fi these stations are playing a

meets the

Ghulam
to observe the progress

security ltrmtaegriitti yo,n

aspirations

Baghdad, 19 February 2025
i niti amatwith Dr. Behanpned AlieAt

of the Iraqi

- The Resident Coordinator Ghulam Isaczai
-bayni , QhieDoP the IFederal Comruigsionsof

UNDPOGs repor

t signal

and the need for continued justice reform

Baghdad, 22 February 2025
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), in partnership

with Irag's Supreme Judicial Council

and with the generous support of the
European Union, launched the Second
Trial Monitoring Report, a

comprehensive vVview
in tackling high -level corruption
through the Central Anti -Corruption
Criminal Court (CACC).

Key Findings: Continued Progress in
the Fight Against Corruption

Covering the period from August 2023
to July 2024, the report analyzes 170
monitored cases at the CACC and 80

8 The

verdicts issued by criminal and
misdemeanour courts in Rusafa and
Karkh, providing a comprehensive look
at Il ragds ef forts
corruption; cases involving large -scale
financial misconduct, senior
government officials, and significant
odubliclinteeesf.6 s progr ess
Findings include:

A A rise in prosecutions of high -
ranking officials, including parliament
members, ministers, and governors,
demonstrating a firmer stance on
accountability.

A A higher conviction rate,
reflecting improved case preparation

progress in

and more effective prosecutions.

A Fewer pre -trial investigations,
retrials, and cases returned for
retnvest@ationr endisating g incaeased
judicial efficiency.

A A decline in reliance on
general amnesty and trials held in
absentia, reinforcing the integrity of
judicial decisions.

A A closer examination of
corruption networks, including cases
related to the
scandal, and their impact on financial
governance.

A The continued concentration
of corruption cases in Baghdad and key

t hye

n

peop

f © o ndl i-eicuptions #ffditsz aaqid smhareingteldip | e
collaboration to strengthen accountability and advance the Sustainable
Development Goals (#SDGs).

prose

0Theft
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UNDPOG s

report
and the need for continued justice reform

Security Sector Reform

signal

sectors such as Finance, Industry and

Minerals, and the Municipality
Directorate, highlighting both
progress and persistent challenges.

light on the barriers they face in
advancing to senior positions and the
need for greater inclusivity in the
justice system.

progress |
(continued)

Movi ng 6Beyond dtthee Supreme Judicial Council, UNDP and
push for justice and sustainable EU Perspectives -0on
reform Corruption Reforms

The report goes beyond case outcomes
to explore underlying challenges and
opportunities for legal reform,
emphasizing the need for electronic
case management systems to enhance
coordination, case tracking, and
evidence integrity while streamlining
judicial processes. It also highlights
the importance of strengthening asset
recovery mechanisms and the role of
legal representatives from
government institutions, which are
critical for reclaiming stolen public

funds. Additionally, the report
examines the role
judiciary, particularly in handling

grand corruption cases, shedding

UNMAS : Safe Home

Baghdad, 07 February 2025 - Safe
Home is a six-episode online series
following the journey of a young lIraqgi
woman named Ahlam, who works as a
searcher with a demining NGO. As she
clears dangerous lands of improvised
explosive devices, she faces profound
challenges not only in her work but also
from her family and society.

UNMAS Iraqg made this series to
facilitate the inclusion of more women
in the mine action sector in the
country. Today, women represent 40%
of implementing partner staff, serving
in senior management, operational
roles, and support functions. This

of

E

4

Speaking at the launch event the
Head of Public Prosecution at the
Supreme Judicial Council, Judge
Najim Abdullah Ahmed recommitted
their efforts to
the second report under the Trial
Monitoring Programme, conducted in
partnership with UNDP, this report
demonstrates that our efforts to
combat corruption are beginning to
yield results. However, it also
highlights the challenges that
remain. The Supreme Judicial
Council remains steadfast in its
commitment to advancing reforms
and ensuring a corruption -f r e e |
Recogni zing Il raqgds

Cc

Mine Action

includes four women in management,
33 in operational roles, and nine in

r

u

Page 51

n

UNDP I r
Representative, Auke Lootsma,
highlighted the importance of
continued investment in judicial
capacity: OWe comm
Judicial Council for its commitment
to fighting corruption and
strengthening judicial integrity. The
Central Anti -Corruption Criminal
Court and ongoing reforms
demonstrate a strong commitment to
accountability. Investing in judicial
capacity, specialized courts, and
electronic systems will have lasting
benefits for transparency, economic
growth, and stabil
Thomas Seiler, European Union
Ambassador to Iraqg, reiterated the
EUd s commi t ment

Il raqds judici al
European Union is proud to stand
alongside Iraq in the fight against
corruption. Our partnership with the
United Nations and the Supreme
Judicial Council reflects a shared
dedication to integrity, good
governance, and sustainable
devel opment . 6
Following the First Trial Monitoring
Report launched in 2024, the Second 3
Trial Monitoring Report of 2025
offers concrete recommendations to
further strengthen the anti -
corruption legal framework, enhance
judicial role and capacity, and build
public trust in accountability
mechanisms.

aqéos R

Access to the full report and related
infographics:

English: https://go.undp.org/3SM
Arabic: https://go.undp.org/3Sf

- an Iragi TV Series on women in Mine Action

support positions, reflecting significant
progress in achieving gender inclusion.

R et UOMS

prose
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Baghdad, 9 January 2026 - Pehr Lodhammar

rebuilding of infrastructure in Iraqg.

On this occasion, UNMAS Iraq expresses its deepest gratitude for the long -
standing support provided by the government of South Korea to Iraq and looks

forward to continued collaboration in the future.

, UNMAS Iraq Chief Mine
Action Programme met with His Excellency Ambassador
the Embassy of the Republic of South Korea in Baghdad. The meeting focused
on the vital role of mine action in enabling the restoration of normal life and

Choi Sung -soo at Niccold Fontana

in Irag.

fruitful collaboration.

Baghdad, 13 January 2025
Action Programme, met with the Ambassador of Italy to Iraq, His Excellency
, at the Embassy of Italy in Baghdad. Pehr provided an
overview of UNMAS Iraq activities and various matters related to mine action

- Pehr Lodhammar , UNMAS Iraq Chief Mine

UNMAS Iraq would like to express its heartfelt gratitude for the recent
generous financial contribution and the longstanding support from the
government of Italy to mine action in Iraq. We look forward to continuing this

Baghdad, 16 January 2025
Chief Mine Action Programme, met with
Head of Mission at the Embassy of Qatar in Baghdad. Pehr provided an
overview of UNMAS Iraq operations including contamination and challenges,
as well as the continued cooperation with the Government of Iraq mine action
authorities. Furthermore, Mr. Lodhammer highlighted the achievements
including enabling the safe and dignified returns of IDPs.

- Recently, Pehr Lodhammar,
Mr. Abdulaziz Al

UNMAS Iraq
-Obaidan , Deputy

The Government of Italy provides additional contribution to UNMAS
in support of Mine Action in Iraq

Baghdad, 11 February 2025
United Nations Mine Action Service

(UNMAS) in Irag welcomes an
additional funding from the
Government of Italy, which will

contribute to support the Government
of Iraq (Gol) to protect civilians from
the threat of explosive ordnance (EO)
and will enable humanitarian, socio

economic, and reconstruction efforts.
The Government of Italy has actively

participated in the UNMAS Iraq
programme, since 2016.
Iraq is one of the most EO

contaminated countries in the world.

According to data from the Iraqi
national mine action authorities, a total

of over 2.7 square kilometers are still
contaminated with landmines, cluster

munitions, improvised explosive
devices, and other types of explosive
remnants of war. EO poses a concern to
public safety and restricts access to
livelihood opportunities and
infrastructure.

The generous contribution from the

- The

Government of lItaly, through the
Italian Agency for Development
Cooperation (AICS), will enable

UNMAS Iraq to continue the support to
national mine action operators and the
Gol towards building a sustainable and
well -coordinated mine action sector in
Irag. UNMAS Iraq works to support a
nationalised mine action response and
is implementing and managing survey
and clearance operations, as well as
explosive ordnance risk education
activities in the most vulnerable and
EO contaminated areas of Iraq.
Furthermore, through this
contribution, UNMAS Iraq will also
continue to support Gol national
authorities in strengthening the federal
response to EO contamination in the
areas liberated from ISIL, through
technical and advisory support to
effectively lead and coordinate the mine
action sector.
oDespite the
past two decades in mine action, it is
crucial to permanently overcome this

threat. This initiative, implemented by
UNMAS Iraq, represents a further step
towards ensuring the necessary
security conditions and facilitating
returns and reconstruction in the areas
most contaminated by explosive
ordnance. Italy attaches great
importance to this programme and
expects a positive influence in the socio -
economic, welfare and environmental
aspects of the 11
said Niccoldo Fontana, Ambassador of

Italy to Iraq.
0 UNMAS I ragq i s
generous contribution from the

Government of Italy and AICS. The
additional funding will allow UNMAS

to continue to our support of a strong
and well -coordinated mine action
sector also in 2025. It will also allow
UNMAS to continue to support safe
and dignified returns of Internally
Di spl aced Peopl e.

pr ogr e sLedhamraad, &) NMAY keag ChiefhMine

Action Programme.

pra—

ves

grate
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The Government of the Slovak Republic and the Governemet of
Estonia provide additional contribution to UNMAS in support of the

Iraqi Mine Action sector

Baghdad, 11 February 2025 - The
United Nations Mine Action Service
(UNMAS) in Irag welcomes a new
contribution from the Government of
the Slovak Republic and the Governemt
of Estonia, in support of humanitarian
mine action endeavors in Irag. Both
countrites, Slovakia and Estonia have
been a consistent supporter of UNMAS
Iraq activities in support of sustainable
and efficient explosive hazard
management as well as technical and
advisory support for lIragi national
mine action authorities.

Irag is one of the most explosive
ordnance contaminated countries in the
world. According to data from the
national mine action authorities,
namely the Directorate for Mine Action

UNFPA on X

Baghdad, 21 January 2025

(DMA) and the Iraqi Kurdistan Mine
Action Agency (IKMAA), more than 2.7
square kilometers are contaminated
with landmines, cluster munitions,
improvised explosive devices, and other
types of explosive remnants of war
across lIraq (Federal Iraq and the
Kurdistan Region of Irag). Explosive
ordnance poses a concern to public
safety and restricts access to livelihood
opportunities and infrastructure.

The additional funding will support the
continuation of the clearance
operations in the areas liberated from
ISIL through its national mine action
operators. Survey and clearance
operations will contribute to enabling
the safe and dignified return of
internally displaced people, and will

Healthcare

allow for development efforts to go
forward. Furthermore, this
contribution will also support UNMAS

Il ragb6s technical and a
the DMA and IKMAA, as well as
explosive ordnance risk education

efforts delivered to raise awareness and

protect civilians.

Mr. Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS Iraq,

Chief Mine Action Programme,
expressed his gratitud
deeply appreciates the generous
contribution from the Government of

the Slovak Republic and the Governemt

of Estonia. This support enables us to
continue assisting the DMA and

IKMAA, as well as national operators

in creating a safe environment free
from explosive hazards

- Fact - 98.5% of main health centers in Iraq now provide family planning services, up from 44%

in 2019. 1,052 centers empower families to plan for a better future. UNFPA is dedicated to ensuring a healthy, safe life for all.

WHO and UNHCR jointly strengthen health services in Iraq

Qushtapa, 21 January 2025 - Today,
the Qushtapa Primary Health Care

Center (PHCC) was officially
inaugurated fi a collaboration between

WHO and UNHCR, wi t h
BPRM, to integrate r
national health syste
Thi s PHCC wi || pr oy
services t o 50,000}
including Syrian reful
community.

UNHCR: Construction
WHO: Equi pment and f

Qushtapa camp is the final camp to be
integrated, a significant step towards
inclusive and equitable healthcare in
Iraq.

UNFPA on X
Baghdad, 24 January 2025

Adol escent Girlséo

Girls

Empowering Adolescent

adolescent girls with
planning education.

- UNFPA in Irag, in
partnership with the Ministry of Education, brought the
Tool kit to
equipping girls with essential health knowledge. This is

a step towards healthier, stronger communities.

Through Education,
UNFPA: organized 14 capacity -building sessions (ToTs);
trained 350 Ministry of Education staff; reached 2,736
reproductive health & family

/ 7
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Baghdad, 23 January 2025 - Dr. George Alfred KI  -Zerbo , World Health

Baghdad, 23January 2025 - Dr. Georges Alfred Ki  -Zerbo , World Health Organization (WHO) Representative in Irag, met with Dr. Fadhel Al -Rahim ,
Organization (WHO) Representative in Irag, met with Mr. Saleh Thamad , Head of the Department of International Organizations and Conferences at the
Health Advisor to the Prime Minister. They reiterated the importance of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During the meeting, the important role of WHO
addressing all determinants of health and leveraging Cooperation. and United Nations support in improving health and development outcomes

through joint investments and multilateral partnerships was emphasized.

A

Erbil, 27 January 2025 - The World Health Organization (WHO)

Representative in Irag, Dr. Georges Alfred Ki  -Zerbo, met with Kurdistan Baghdad, 27 January 2025 -The World Health Organization (WHO)

Region's Minister of Health, Saman Barzinji , alongside the executive team, Representative in Iraq, Dr. Georges Alfred Ki  -Zerbo , paid a courtesy visit to

to bid them farewell. The Minister expressed deep appreciation for the WHO H.E. Dr. Saleh al Hasnawi |, Iraq Minister of Health, and his executive team.

team's invaluable efforts and contributions to advancing the health and well - The Mi ni ster of Heal t h l auded WHO Iragqg
being of the Iraq population in particular in the Kurdistan Region. organizationds i mpactful role in enhanci ng¢
Dr Ki -Zerbo Georges Alfred dedicated the Ministry of Health/Government population.

recognition to the entire team from the WHO Iragq, WHO EMRO, and WHO Dr Ki -Zerbo expressed gratitude on behalf of three levels of the organization

HQ. He assured the Minister of the WHO's continuing support in line with the for the excellent collaboration between WHO Iraq, WHO EMRO, WHO HQ, in

the context of the organization's Country Cooperation Strategy and the UN

Country Cooperation Strategy and KRG priorities. The conversation marked a .
Sustainable Development Country Framework (UNSDCF) for Iraq.

moment of gratitude and continued commitment to improving public health in
Iraq and in the Kurdistan Region.

UN Resident Coordinator Isaczai visits healthcare facilities in
Baghdad

Baghdad, 3 February 2025 d Today, tracking, reducing paperwork,

1
UN Resident Coordinator Ghulam minimizing errors, and enabling real - =" /
Isaczai visited a Primary Healthcare time data access. These advancements /
Center in Baghdad to see how WHO  contribute to a more efficient, data - . ”~
Iraq -supported digital tools are driven health syste R
improving immunization records. He efforts toward better -managed and Q
also toured Al -Shaab Hospital, a public - more responsive healthcare services.
private partnership model offering During his visit to Al -Shaab Public
state-of-the-art equipment and Hospital in Baghdad, UN Resident
services. Coordinator Isaczai observed the
At the Alziwya Primary Health Care success of t h e -pdvatel n
facility, he observed how digital health partnership model. By collaborating
solutions, supported by the World with the private sector, the hospital is
Health Organization (WHO) Iraqg, were enhancing service delivery,
transforming immunization record modernizing expertise, and improving

management by improving vaccine patient care.
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UNFPA on X

Ninawa, 12 February 2025 00Access to quali.i
health & family planning services is key! At Ninawa
Excellency Health Center with British Embassy Baghdad,
seeing firsthand the impact of collaboration in strengthening
healthcare services. Honored to welcome the British Deputy
Ambassador and UKaid team.

= =

WHO team successfully concluded its participation at the Health
Exhibition in Erbil

Erbil, 16 February 2025 - The WHO
team successfully concluded its
participation at the Health Exhibition

in Erbil, engaging through panel
moderation, technical lectures, and our
interactive booth. A valuable
opportunity to strengthen partnerships
and advocate for health security and
#Heal t hFor All . 6

| ==

The story of Rajwan Shawana: a journey of hope

Sulaymaniyah, 18 February 2025 - time." Tendays post-sur ger vy, Raj wan
In the city of Sulaymaniyah, nestled in I n a t wi st of f at e begafta stabitze. Ors Hanfdieexplressed

t he embr ace of | r aaurited witho ant dide &iend, Saif optimism about his future, stating:
mountains, the birth of Rajwan Hikmat, a man who had once sought "This is a new beginning for Rajwan
Shawana brought both joy and refuge in Sulaymaniyah during the and his family. With proper care, he
unanticipated challenges to his family. 1 SI'S conflict. Sai f bhasageatchance at d mormdl Idet" t he
At just nine mont hs pabtthecamR ahescanrofsappolit fogtiet  For his parents, the successful surgery

for survival began as his parents family. marked the end of a harrowing chapter
noticed something amiss with his “In Sulaymaniyah, your people were and the start of a hopeful journey
growth. After medical consultations, our family when we had nowhere to go. toward a brighter tomorrow.

they were confronted with the alarming Now, itds my turn t oASymbohofiHopey you, " Saif
reality: a congenital heart defect was said. Rajwanf6s story transce
preventing his heart from pumping A Lifesaving Surgery struggles. It is a testament to the
oxygen efficiently, making urgent At Fallujah Hospital, Dr. Mohammed resilience of communities, the power of
surgery a matter of life or death. Hamdi led a team of specialists international cooperation, and the life -
The Way to Baghdad equipped with state -of-the-art cardiac changing impact of medical innovation.

With unwavering determination, technology. Sp e aki ngHis ebtovernyhot oRyabringshop® s his
Rajwan's parents embarked on a case, Dr. Hamdi shared: family but also highlights the profound
grueling journey to lbn Al -Bitar Center "Every child deserves a fighting chance, role of humanitarian efforts like the

for cardiac surgery in Baghdad. Despite and we are here to make that possible." United Nations Stabilization Program

the emotional and physical toll, their The hospital ds rile ¢ and tthe gepegositp fe the German
hope remained steadfast. At the center, courtesy of international support @i had  government.

medical evaluations confirmed the need turned it into a center of excellence. In When Rajwan returns to

for advanced cardiac surgery. The case the past year alone, the facility had Sulaymaniyah, his journey will echo as

was then promptly referred to Fallujah conducted over 15 pediatric open -heart ~ a tale of triumph over adversity fi a
Hospital, which had recently undergone surgeries and 225 monthly story of how compassion,

a remarkable transformation, equipped catheterization procedures, serving determination, and unity can light the

with all new medical facilities under patients from across Irag. way, even in the darkest of times.

the UNDP, generously funded by the Recovery and Renewal

German government.

The Way to Fallujah: A Community of
Compassion

Upon arriving in Fallujah, the family
was greeted with an outpouring of
kindness from t he
Raj wands father,
hospitality, remarked:

"The people of Fallujah welcomed us
like their own family. Their warmth
gave us strength during a difficult
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Baghdad, 26 February 2025 - The Acting WHO Representative in Iraq,  Dr.

Ali Ardalan , was received by His Excellency Dr. Saleh Al -Hasnawi , Iraq

Minister of Health, during a courtesy visit. Dr. Ardalan took this opportunity

to acknowl edge Hi s Excell encyds -pivatd t i at i
partnerships, digitalizing health information systems, strengthening the local

Baghdad, 26 February 2025 - The Acting WHO Representative in Irag,  Dr.
Ali Ardalan, met with Dr. Riyadh Al -Hilfi , Director General of Public
Health, in a formal engagement. Dr. Ardalan took this opportunity to

commend Dr. Al-Hi | fi 6s leadership and ongoing phe};nrqaceutlcal |ndustry, Promotm? fthe One Health Inftlanve and the

. a dos a l'idat ot her i
health in Ilraq. He also underscored th P Nl c \R/IS 9 ?% %andeml n'1: gdos
o . . . . . Durlnggt e meetlng, O reaffirmed itd' ommitReht S supportlng Iraq n
application which provides an opportunity to enhance pandemic prevention,

d d bilit strengthening its health system, particularly through the primary health care
preparecness, and response capanilities. . . . . (PHC) approach, in alignment with the designation of this year as the Year of
During the discussion, WHO confirmed its commitment to assisting Iraq in

strengthening its public health system, with a focus on implementing the PHC Strengthening Primary Health Care. WHO also reiterated its readiness to

X ; . . collaborate on key health priorities, including health system development
approach, advancing UHC and improving measures to ensure health security. during the transition from humanitarian response to development, and

improving access to medicines and medical products, which is one of the
flagship initiatives of the WHO Regional Director.

@

Revitalized Erbil Maternity Hospital is open

the inauguration of the revitalized
Erbil Maternity Hospital alongside
MoH KRG. With the presence of
Minister of Health of KRG, Dr. Saman
Barazanji, and acting WHO
Representative in Iraq, Dr. Ali Ardalan,
this initiative advances universal
access to quality maternal & newborn
care, especially for vulnerable
populations, including refugees and
IDPs. Aligned with UN commitments
and SDG 3, this investment in safer
deliveries and resilient healthcare
infrastructure supports equitable
health access, gender equality (SDG 5),

Erbil, 28 February 2025 - The World reaffirms its commitment to and reduced inequalities (SDG 10)
Health Organization (WHO) Iraq strengthening healthcare systems with critical for achieving #HealthForAll.
Population

New UNFPA Representative in Irag presents her credentials to
MOFA

£ )
Baghdad, 18 February 2025 - Today, '
Ms. Hind Jalal officially presented her
credentials to the Iragi Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, marking the start of
her tenure as the UNFPA
Representative in Iraq.
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|l raq unveils key census Il nsight s: a
planning

Continued from page 1

The conference featured a detailed
presentation of the census findings by
the President of the Central
Statistical Organization, Dr. Dhiaa
Awad Kazem, highlighting key
demographic trends, socio -economic
indicators, and housing statistics. A
panel discussion, involving
international experts, explored best
practices for utilizing census data to
inform policies on education,
healthcare, economic planning, and
social inclusion.
Building on the
conference, an Advisory Committee
Meeting will take place on 25
February 2025, bringing together
national and international experts to
discuss the next steps in leveraging
census data for policy formulation
and program implementation. The
focus will be on ensuring that the
findings lead to impactful, people -
centered policies
development agenda forward.

UNFPA, in collaboration with the
Government of Irag, remains
dedicated to ensuring that the census
serves as a foundation for informed
decision-making, contributing to

Il ragds Nati onal
2024-2028 and the broader
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Here is the text of the speech by the
Deputy Special Representative to the
United Nations Secretary General,
Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator for Irag, Ghulam Isaczai
at this event:

oYour Excell ency,
Minister of Iraq, Minister of
Planning, Dr. Mohammed Tamim,
Your Excellency Minister of Planning
in the Kurdistan Regional
Government, Mr. Dara Rashid,
Esteemed guests and experts,

mo me

Dev

Colleagues and friends,

Peace be upon you.

It is with great honor that | stand

today at this significant event, which
marks a remarkable milestone in

Il raqds devel opment
launch together 2024 Census results.
This occasion is not merely a
celebration of numbers and statistics;
rather, it is a testament of the
progress lIraq is making toward
building a more prosperous and
sustainable future.

In this context, | would like to extend
my heartfelt congratulations to the
Government of Iraq for this
remarkable achievement, which
reflects its steadfast commitment to
progress and development. | also
would like to express my gratitude to
all officials and decision -makers
present here today, whose tireless
efforts have made this possible.

Allow me to express my sincere
appreciation to my colleagues at the
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), who have provided
technical support to the Government
of Iraq during the various stages of
the census, thus enabling maximum
benefit from available international
expertise in this field.

The results of the census serve as a
cornerstone in achieving the
gover

Development Goals (SDGs). This data
plays a crucial role
general

in shaping

policies, prioritizing

nment 0 s Su

(7]

expenditures, and directing resources
to the sectors most in need.
Furthermore, they represent an
essential tool for ensuring social
justice in line with the national
development priorities.

The United Nations remains
committed to supporting the
Government of Irag in achieving its
development goals. To this end, we
have developed the
Sustainable Development
Cooperation
a five-year partnership framework
between the United Nations and the
Government of Iraq aimed,
specifically, at advancing this
objective.

| would like to take this opportunity
to express my deep appreciation to
H.E. Dr. Mohammed Ali Tamim and
the team of his esteemed Ministry for
their relentless efforts and
continuous support over the past year
in developing the Cooperation
Framework. At this critical stage, |
urge the Government of Iraq to
expedite the approval process, so
that, we can move forward, in close
partnership, toward achieving our
mutual goals and making tangible
progress in implementing the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

We look forward to an effective
partnership with the Government of
Iraq in implementing the Cooperation
Framework and enhancing its
leadership role by considering
financial contributions to the Trust
Fund, to be established to support the
implementation of the Cooperation
Framework.

Finally, | reaffirm
Nations®d
partner, in supporting lraq on its
path towards a more prosperous and
sustainable future. The UN stands
ready to provide all necessary
expertise and knowledge in various
fields, particularly in relation to
achieving Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

the United

Thank you. 6

our

Framewor k

commit ment
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Environment

Baghdad, 28 January 2025 & Mr. Mageed Yahia , World Food Programme

- Senior Advisor to KRG Prime Minister Masrour
Barzani for Foreign Affairs and Climate Change, Ms. Bayan Sami Abdul
Rahman : "A good and detailed discussion today with ~Auke Lootsma
Representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
Irag. | thanked UNDP for its support to Kurdistan Region and the federal
government on climate change and discussed how we can enhance our

Baghdad, 28 January 2025

(WFP) Iraq Representative and Country Director, and his team in Baghdad
were pleased to host the Senior Advisor to the Kurdistan Region Prime
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Climate Change, Ms. Bayan Sami Abdul
Rahman, and her accompanying delegation to WFP Irag's office. We had a
rewarding discussion on the ongoing collaboration between WFP Iraq and
Kurdistan Region on key portfolios in relation to advancing the carbon climate

coordination."

financing and carbon opportunities in support of the food security situation in

the country."
| LO participates in the o0Changemakers
i n promoting awareness of clean energy
Basra, 26 January 2025 - On the The ILO, in collaboration with the

occasion of the International Day of
Clean Energy, the International
Labour Organization (ILO) participated

in the o0Changemakers
of women in promoting awareness of
clean energyd6 in
We discussed how clean energy is an
environmental solution and an
opportunity to create decent and
sustainable jobs.

Basra women, you are the driving force
of this transformation. Through clean
energy, you can build a professional
and sustainable future for yourself and
your families

UNHCR on X

Erbil, 26 January 2025 60Cl ean

Centre help power operations.

Additional energy created is also shared with the local

sustainabil

community, driving

WFP on X

Baghdad, 31 January 2025

B a s businesses.

energy =
Solar panels installed by UNHCR at Bahirka Registration

Italian Agency for Development
Cooperation (AICS), is implementing
an ambitious project in southern Iraq
topmwraatei pavate secion develomnierd,
with a focus on sustainable green

This project not only aims to improve

the economy but also to create decent
jobs and raise awareness of the
importance of the green economy and
clean energy. In July, we launched a
Green Business Camp in Basra to
promote innovation, along with solar

energy training.

b r,.J.\qut el i»u_t_‘g
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- Thanks to the Italian government for their contribution to the World Food Programme (WFP)

Irag, enabling us to connect the various Iragi institutions, academia and communities with Italian expertise to support
farmers, boost community resilience, and empower women through green projects in Iraq.

Baghdad, 3 February 2025

- On World Wetlands Day, we highlight a collaboration between the World Food Programme

(WFP) Iragq and the University of Sulaymaniyah on natural solution to climate change. Constructed Wetlands can treat up to

4,000L of graywater for irrigation, offering a sustainable, low

-cost option to farmers facing water scarcity and pollution. It

also reduces carbon emissions, boosts biodiversity, and restores ecological balance, while serving as a research hub for

scientific studies. #ProtectWetlands



