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UN

Baghdad headquarters

Baghdad, 19 August 2025 - Iraq
and the United Nations family in the
country commemorated the
anniversary of the 19 August 2003
terrorist attack on the then -UN
headquarters in Baghdad, paying
tribute to those who paid the
ultimate price for
peace and development.

H.E. President of the Republic of
Irag, Abdul Latif Jamal Rashid,
joined the Special Representative of
the United Nations Secretary -
General for Iraq and head of the UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI),
Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, survivors,
and other UN staff in
commemorating the 22nd
anniversary at the United Nations
Integrated Compound in Baghdad.
Twenty -two colleagues, including
Special Representative of the
Secretary -General, Sergio Vieira de
Mello, were killed on that painful
day, and more than 150 were injured.
Members of the UN Guard Unit
performed the ceremonial memorial
service and a choral tribute. A minute
of silence was observed in honour of
the victims of the horrific bombing.
Wreaths were laid at the memorial by
the President on the Republic of Iraq,
and by the SRSG and a
representative of the survivors, a
UNAMI staff member. In a separate
ceremony later, the Special
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Representative laid a wreath at the
cenotaph at the original site in the
Iragi capital of the Canal Hotel
former UN headquarters which now
houses a rehabilitation center.
Remembrance ceremonies were also
held in the UN offices in Erbil and
Basra.

oOLet us remember
two who gave their lives in service
and the brave survivors and
colleagues who still serve in the
worl dds mo s t di ffic
the Iragi people who sacrificed dearly
for their country, ¢
in his remarks at the memorial.

The representative of the survivors
stated: 0As we mar Kk
we renew our promise to continue the
mission that Sergio and his
colleagues believed in. We are
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inspired by their courage, and by the
survivors who kept working, despite
fear and |l oss. 6

The commemoration will be the last
for UNAMI as the
ends on 31 December 2025, and its
residual activities transition to more
than 20 specialized UN Agencies,
Funds and Programmes.

oLet our wor k be
sacrifice until the last day of our
mandate, 0 the SRS
United Nations will continue working
alongside the people, leadership and
Government of Iraq, always guided
by the principles of the UN Charter.
We do so with deep respect for the
resilience of the Iragi people and
express gratitude for the trust they
placed in us, even in the most
difficult days after 2003. Whatever
we achieved, we achieved together as
partners. The progress belongs first
to Ilraqg and the
The tragic event of 19 August 2003
profoundly changed the way in which
humanitarians operate & from being
respected, to being targeted 8 and led
to the creation of World
Humanitarian Day.

Dr . Al Hassan r ema
alone, 390 humanitarian workers
were killed, a 31 per cent increase
from 2023, most of them national
colleagues. The highest numbers of
fatalities were in Gaza and Sudan.
We recognize their courage and
renew our commitment to deliver
relief and hope to those most in
need. ¢
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In this edition ...

Emphasis on free, fair and transparent elections as UNAMI
and IHEC discuss electoral preparations

Baghdad, 07 July 2025 o In line with its mandate to provide
technical assistance and advice
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) hosted today the
Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) to discuss the
ongoing preparations for the Council of Representatives (CoR)
elections scheduled for 11 November 2025.

More on page 6.

Inclusion is the way forward: youth with disabilities ask for a
seat at the table

Erbil, 14 August 2025

0See us as
and ability just like anyone else. We only need the chance and
support.o

- See us as capable 8 not invisible!

These are the words of Nabaa Abdulsatar Abdullah, a young Iraqi
multi -talented artist, photographer, and content creator who is using
her skills to change the way society views disability. Through drawing

and photography, she tells stories that transcend language and
resonate especially within the deaf community.

More on page 22.

UNAMI joins Yazda NGO in commemorating 11th year
Anniversary of the Yazidi Genocide

Erbil, 28 July 2025 0 Today, at a solemn event held by Yazidi NGO
Yazda in Erbil, Kurdistan Region -lraq, the Deputy Special
Representative of the UN Secretary -General for Iraq for Political
Affairs and Electoral Assistance, Claudio Cordone, noted that the
struggle for the Yazidi community to recover from their genocide in
2014 by Da'esh is still ongoing. More on page 25.

SRSG Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan visits Sharya Yazidi IDP camp
in Duhok Governorate

Sharya Camp, Duhok Governorate, 02 August 2025

Highlighting the plight of displaced Yazidis on the 11th anniversary of
the ISIL/Daesh onslaught on the community and eight years after the
terroristsdé military defeat,
Nations Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
visited a camp of Yazidi IDPs in Duhok Governorate.

Irag launches its first National Plan to promote safe, orderly
and regular migration

Baghdad, 27 August 2025
launching its first national plan on migration, a five

Iragis. The plan creates opportunities for work, education and family
reuni fication, whi | e al so
governance and positioning migration as a driver of stability and
development.

More on page 31.

t he

More on page 27.

d Irag has taken a historic step by
-year strategy
designed to promote safe, orderly and regular migration pathways for
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SRSG Al Hassan: oWe gcall
the leaders and people of Iraq, to

prioritize the issues and rights of

wamen o #is the, Upgoming; i nBRli t u
el ections. 0

Baghdad, 26 July 2025 - Dr.

Mohamed Al Hassan, Special

Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraqg and Head
of UNAMI participated today in the
17th Conference on Combating
Violence Against Women organized by
the Al Hakim Foundation.

capa bl e-makera Wehaw |d%& dnergyh an gT@ text of his speeCh starts on page 17.

featured on
safety of

Il ragq
platform for the
journalists

Paris, France, 25 June 2025 -
UNESCO has launched a new global
platform highlighting national
mechanisms for the protection of
journalists and the fight against
impunity. Iraq is among 37 countries
recognized for establishing an official
national mechanism under the UN
Plan of Action (2012 62022 and 20220
2032).

More on page 23.
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UN Irag commemorates 22nd anniversary of attack on its Baghdad

headquarters  (continued)

Baghdad, 19 August 2025 fi Hereis
the text of the Speech by the Special
Representative of the Secretary -
General for Irag - 22  Annual
Commemoration of the Canal Hotel
Bombing:

0OYour Excellency,
Honourable Minister,

Thank you for honouring us with
your presence on this solemn
occasion. It is both a privilege and a
profound moment of solidarity to
welcome you here today as we come
together to commemorate and reflect.
Excellencies, colleagues, friends,
Twenty -two years ago, this afternoon,
the Canal Hotel was alive with the
rhythms of daily work. Phones rang,
papers rustled, and urgent
conversations moved from one matter
to the next. In an instant, that
normal day was gone. A single blast
transformed routine into tragedy.

That day, we lost twenty -two
colleagues and friends, among them
the Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary -General,
Sergio Vieira de Mello. More than
150 were injured. Some survivors are
with us today. We stand here in
solidarity with them and their
families.

That day marked a turning point in
the history of the United Nations. It
was a deliberate, large -scale attack
on our organization. It was a wound
to the humanitarian community and

a blow to the people of Irag, whose
suffering was already immense.

In 2009, the General Assembly
designated 19 August as World
Humanitarian Day. This is a day to
honor those serving under the United

Nations flag, those lost in Baghdad
and in other crises elsewhere.

Last year alone, 390 humanitarian
workers were killed, a 31 per cent
increase from 2023, most of them
national colleagues. The highest
numbers of fatalities were in Gaza
and Sudan. We recognize their
courage and renew our commitment
to deliver relief and hope to those
most in need.

As Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres remarked here in this
memorial during his visit to Iraq
back in May, and |
has been forever transformed from a
day of unimaginable horror and
tragedy here in Irag into a global day
of solemn remembrance for all
humanitarians fi inside and outside
the organizationé.
Your Excellency, Mr. President,

Dear colleagues,
This yeards
special meaning. It will be our last as

comme mo

UNAMI. When this year ends, the
Mi ssionds mandat e
the values we honor today do not end
with UNAMI.

The United Nations will continue
working alongside the people, the
leadership and the Government of Iraq,

!
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always guided by the principles of the

UN Charter. We do so with deep
respect for the resilience of the Iraqi
people and express gratitude for the
trust they placed in us, even in the
most difficult times after 2003.

Whatever we achieved, we achieved

together as partners. The progress
belongs first and last to Iraq and the
people of Iraq.

Let us remember today the twenty -two

who gave their lives in service and the
brave survivors and colleagues who still
serve in t he
places, and to the Iragi people who
sacrificed dearly for their country.

To their families, who carry the
heaviest burden, we stand with you.

May their memory guide our service.

Let our work be worthy of their
sacrifice until the last day of our
mandate.

Thank you. 6
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HC | saczai oOn Worl d Humanitarian Da\)
courage, dedication, and sacrifice of humanitarian workers

7

everywhere. o

Baghdad,
Statement by

19 August 2025 -
the United Nations

Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, in IDP camps, informal settlements,
Ghulam Isaczai on the World and in urban areas across the country,
Humanitarian Day: still waiting for solutions that will
00n Wor | d Humani t ar aleaw thenb éioyrebuildwleeir lives in
pause to honour the courage, dignity and security.

dedication, and sacrifice of
humanitarian workers everywhere, and
to stand in solidarity with the people
we serve.

| dedicate my statement
commemorating the World
Humanitarian Day to all those who
remain in displacement in Irag. Today,
Irag has made significant strides. More
than five million internally displaced
Iragis have found pathways to return,
relocate, or integrate into new
communities. This has been made
possible through the resilience of the
Iragi people, and the collective work of
the Government of Iraq, the United

Nations, and humanitarian partners.
Yet, thousands remain in displacement

Solutions to Internal displacement
continue to be at the heart of United
Nations Humanitarian and

developmental priorities in Iraq. We

recognise that rebuilding lives requires
more than physical return; it demands

stability, dignity, and empowerment.

The United Nations continues to work
with the Government and people of
Irag to ensure families have safe and
adequate housing, a pathway to
property restitution, or fair we lost, recognizing those who we
compensation and access to serve, and committing to finish the

government services. work. We carry this spirit forward so

On this World Humanitarian Day, the that every displaced person can live
United Nations renews its commitment with dignity, safety, and hope.

to continue working diligently to
implement a comprehensive road map
to ending protracted displacement in
Iraqg.
We
Humanitarian Day by honouring those

commemorate the World

United Nations

Iraq, UN agree to end UNAMI mission

New York, 30 July 2025 - Iraq and
the United Nations are set to conclude
the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) by the end of 2025, the Iraqi
Foreign Ministry reported Tuesday.

In a statement, the ministry confirmed
that Iragi Foreign Minister Fuad
Hussein met UN Secretary -General
Anténio Guterres in New York to
review ongoing cooperation and the
UNds role in
stability and post -conflict recovery.
olraq is now in a
ownership of its political and
institutional
emphasi zed,
for the UN®Gs
we believe the time is right to shift to a

adding

Ambassador Lukman Al
Nations Secretary

New York, 24 July 2025 - Today,
Ambassador Lukman Al -Faily
presented his credentials to H.E. Mr.
Antonio Guterres, Secretary -General of
the United Nations, as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and
Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
in New York.

support

develo
0
support

new phase of <cooper ataiero expanded to
Created in 2003 under Resolution 1500 mediation, electoral support, and
after the US -led invasion, UNAMI was humanitarian coordination. Its
initially tasked wi trandstegngsindateR02y | raqds
Its mission Source: MOFA Iraq.

include political

transitional government.

-Faily presents his credentials to the United
-General

The Secretary -General welcomed ‘ / !
Ambassador Al -Faily and wished him »
success in his mission, affirming the i ' %
UNO&s continued
pursuit of stability and sustainable
development.
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UNAMI meets with key official and staff of the IHEC Kirkuk
Electoral Office

Kirkuk, 02 July 2025 o A UNAMI
team, led by the Principal Electoral
Adviser, Dr. Aamir Arain, met today

with key official and staff of the IHEC

Kirkuk Electoral Office. They discussed
the status and progress of ongoing
electoral preparations. UNAMI also
raised issues brought up by various
electoral stakeholders in Kirkuk, with a

view to ensuring the success of the
upcoming Council of Representatives
elections.

UNAMI meets with | eaders and member s

Kirkuk, 02 July 2025 d A UNAMI
team, led by the Principal Electoral
Adviser, Dr. Aamir Arain, met on
separate occasions with leaders and
me mber s of Kirkukos
representing the Arab, Turkmen and
Kurdish communities.

They discussed electoral -related topics
and shared views for addressing issues
crucial for the successful conduct of the
elections in the Kirkuk Governorate
and for the rest of Iraq.

They agreed to maintain regular
contact as the country moves forward
with preparations for the upcoming
Council of Representatives elections
scheduled for 11 November 2025.

UNAMI discuss importance of ensuring women's safe participation
in elections

Erbil, 03 July 2025 - Deputy Special participation in elections and good coordination with federal institutions."
Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq for Political
Affairs and Electoral Assistance, Mr.
Claudio Cordone: "Meeting in Erbil
with Dr. Khanzad Ahmad, Secretary
Gener al of Kurdistandi
Women and Development, together
with the Special Representative of the

United Nations Secretary -General for
Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr.

Mohamed Al Hassan. Discussed
importance of ensuring women's safe

UNAMI discusses electoral -related topics with Iragi Turkmen Front
Baghdad, 9 July 2025 0 A team from a continuation o f UNAMI 6 s 4
UNAMI, led by the Principal Electoral engagements with representatives of ’
Adviser, Dr. Aamir Arain, met today Kirkuk communities and the

with officials of the Iragi Turkmen Independent High Electoral

Front, led by its Head, Mr. Mehmet Commission as the country moves

Seman Aka. They di-s davead ewith @lepamatiorsr farl the

related topics and shared views for upcoming Council of Representatives

addressing pressing issues concerning elections, scheduled for 11 November
the elections in Kirkuk. The meeting is 2025.

0]
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Emphasis on free, fair and transparent elections as UNAMI and
IHEC discuss electoral preparations

Baghdad, 07 July 2025 9 In line with IHEC Chair and the Board of parties to commit to a code of conduct
its mandate to provide technical Commissioners, underlining the that promotes peaceful, orderly, well -
assistance and advic€ommi bsaqddselcentt orad Imanagddeand credible elestians, iamlgo
institutions, the United Nations an Iraqi -led and lIragi -owned process refrain from the use of money for
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI) that is free, fair and transparent. political purposes, to ensure the
hosted today the Independent High The Special Representative stressed integrity, independence, and
Electoral Commission (IHEC) to that maintaining the independence of transparency of the elections. He
discuss the ongoing preparations for the Commission and bolstering the further stressed that the process must
the Council of Representatives (CoR) trust of Iraqis are key to successful be inclusive and serve all Iragis,
elections scheduled for 11 November elections, emphasizing the significance regardless of sectarian, ethnic, or
2025. of this CoR elections in consolidating religious affiliation, while emphasizing
The Special Representative of the Il ragds stability a n dthe snpartancegof thee paitiaipation ioft s
United Nations Secretary -General for democratic institutions and women and minorities.

Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr. mechanisms of good governance.

Mohamed Al Hassan, welcomed the In this context, he called on political

Digital protection for women candidates ahead of the 2025
parliamentary elections on the agenda

Mohsen, Director General of the
T | ‘ National Directorate for Iragi Women

- | ¥ and Head of the Permanent Committee
i I A on Support for Wo me r
Participation. Other committee
members included Judge Anwar
Hassan Nimat from the Supreme
Judicial Council, Ms. Asmaa Khear
Allah from the Office of the National
Security Advisor. Also present were
representatives from UN Women,
UNDP and UNAMI.

Baghdad, 21 July 2025 - Today, commitment to supporting the full,
UNAMI convened a meeting in equal, meaningful and safe
Baghdad with representatives from the participation of women as required by
Government of Iraq, and various UN Security Council resolution 2732
agencies to agree on mechanisms to (2024).

ensure digital protection for women The meeting was co-chaired by Claudio
candidates ahead of the 2025 Cordone, Deputy Special
parliamentary elections. Participants Representative of the United Nations
discussed concrete measures to counter Secretary -General for Political and
online violence, harassment, and hate Electoral Affairs in Irag, and Ms. Hind
speech targeting women candidates, Jalal, UNFPA Country Representative,

reaffirming t he Unand aténdedN layt Dr.oYossra Karim
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UNAMI holds training in Baghdad on human rights in the context of
elections

Baghdad, 07 August 2025 - UNAMI
held training in Baghdad on human
rights in the context of elections. The
two-day event, organized by the
Human Rights Office with support from
the electoral assistance office, brought
together 24 young human rights
defenders and NGO representatives to
enhance their skills and deepen their
knowledge on following and responding
to election-related human rights
violations. Participants also engaged in
interactive sessions with the Iragi High
Commission for Human Rights, which
presented its role in the electoral
process, and with the INSM Network

, 6 fwhicYl deliyésiy la briefing on
digital safety and online security for
human rights defenders.

UNFPA supports launch of cooperation mechanism on cyber
protection for Iragi female candidates

Baghdad, 24 August 2025 dlna OEnsuring t he protedémoar acfy ifremarlaeq. 6
significant step to caddidaes §dmhoaline brackmeal risdas UNFPA reaffirms its commitment to

participation in political life, Baghdad fundamental step toward safe and supporting national efforts to protect
today witnessed the signing of a equal political participation. and empower Iragi women and to
cooperation mechanism to provide Supporting women in this area not only ensure their full and equal
cyber protection for female candidates safeguards their rights but also participation in all spheres of public
between the High Committee to strengthens a more inclusive and just life, including the electoral process.
Support Wo me n d s Pol i

Participation in Elections, represented
by the National Directorate for Iraqi
Women, General Secretariat of the
Council of Ministers. and Technology
Organization for Peace.

The mechanism aims to provide
specialized services to protect female
candidates from cyber harassment and
online threats, ensuring that the
electoral process proceeds smoothly,
safely, and systematically.

Dr. Hind Jalal, UNFPA Representative
in Iraq, stated:

Social Cohesion

Inaugural meeting of the Steering Committee for the project aimed
at strengthening peacebuilding in Sinjar held in Baghdad

Baghdad, 09 July 2025 - The
Resident Coordinator, Mr. Ghulam
|l saczai, together Wi

Advisor Dr. Zidan Khalaf and Deputy
Minister of Planning Dr. Maher Johan,

co-chaired the inaugural meeting of the
Steering Committee for the project
aimed at strengthening peacebuilding
in Sinjar, funded by the UN
Peacebuilding Fund. The Committee
approved bot h the pr
and its terms of reference.
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UN Special Representative for Irag and Head of UNAMI, Dr.
Mohamed Al Hassan, visits Karbala Governorate

development in the governorate and the
potential contribution of the United
Nations through its specialized
agencies. The Special Representative
commended the progress achieved in
the governorate and its importance at
the national level.

In a press conference, the Special
Representative expressed the United
Nati ons?d interest i
development and service improvement
throughout Irag, including in the
promising governorate of Karbala. He
emphasized the importance of
continued cooperation between the
Government of Irag and the United

Nations.
Karbala, 05 July 2025 & The Special  Karbala Governorate, which included a The Special Representative also
Representative of the United Nations meeting with H.E. the Governor, Mr. expressed hi's conf i de
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of Nsayif Jassim Al -Khatabi. ability to advance to new stages of
the United Nations Assistance Mission During the meeting with the Governor development, noting the human and
for Iraqg (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al of Karbala, discussions focused on scientific potential o
Hassan, conducted a visit today to several matters, including topics of inside and outside the country.

UN SRSG for Irag meets with representative of the Supreme
Religious Authority

UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met
. - today with the representative of the
( Supreme Religious Authority in the
city, His Eminence Sheikh Abdul -
: } Mahdi Al -Karbalai.

' j The meeting included a discussion on
the situation in Irag and a number of
issues of mutual interest, with
emphasis on the historical role played
by the religious authority in fostering
nati onal har mony, saf ¢
social fabric, and promoting a culture of
peace and tolerance among the lIraqi
people in all their diversity.

The UN Representative was also
briefed on a number of humanitarian
and charitable projects implemented by
the religious authority to serve the
people of Karbala Governorate across
several sectors, including education,
healthcare, and social services. The
Special Representative commended
these projects and community -based
initiatives, noting their tangible impact
Karbala, 05 July 2025 & As part of his Representative of the United Nations on the lives and well -being of the
visit to Karbala, the Special Secretary -General for Irag and Head of governorateds resident

United Nations in Iraq condemns attack in IDP camp in Duhok

Baghdad, 01 July 2025 & The United protection of, and refraining from urgent measures to prevent the
Nations in Irag strongly condemns an targeting, displacement camps - recurrence of such attacks, repair the
explosion which targeted a camp for the including the Darkar camp for Yazidi damage, and to hold accountable those
Internally Displaced Persons in Duhok IDPs. It calls on the relevant responsible for the attack, which is in
Governorate early today. authorities in Iraq to investigate the clear violation of international law and

The United Nations in Iraq calls for the incident and to take the necessary and human rights.
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Baghdad, 01 July 2025 8 The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with Major General
Christophe Hintzy ~, Commander of NATO Mission Iraq. They discussed
activities to support Iraq and ways to cooperate in this area.

Baghdad, 01 July 2025 8 The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission

for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met today with His Excellency
the Governor of the Central Bank of Iragq,  Mr. Ali Mohsen Al -Allaq . Topics of
mutual interest were discussed as part of efforts to reform and develop the
financial and banking systems in Iraq.

Erbil, 03 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met today with the President of
the Kurdistan Region of Irag, ~Mr. Nechirvan Barzani.

The meeting included discussions on the situation in Iraq, including in the
Kurdistan Region. They also touched on the situation in the region and the
need to maintain security and stability in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region. They
emphasized that dialogue and understanding, within the framework of the
Iragi Constitution, are the most appropriate and ideal means to resolve and
settle disputes, and that everyone must work diligently and sincerely to
preserve the rights and capabilities of the Iraqgi people, regardless of their
affiliations or regions.

Photo courtesy of the KR Presidency Media Office.

Salah al -Din, 03 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the Secretary -
General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq

(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with the President of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), Mr. Masoud Barzani.

During the meeting, several issues of mutual interest were discussed, most
notably the situation in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, and ways to
maintain security and stability in the Middle East in general.

The Special Representative expressed his deep appreciation for Mr. Barzani's
patriotic stances, commending his efforts in supporting security and stability
and protecting Iraq and the region from negative tensions.

Both sides emphasized that dialogue is the best means to resolve and settle
outstanding issues, and that no one should jeopardize the capabilities of the
Iragi people, including their legitimate right to a dignified life.

Erbil, 03 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
met with the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Mr. Masrour
Barzani.

During the meeting, the situation in Irag, including the Kurdistan Region, was
discussed. Both sides emphasized the importance of maintaining security and
stability in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region, and emphasized the importance of
adopting dialogue and working within the provisions of the Iragi Constitution

to resolve and settle disputes in a manner that does not conflict with the
interests of all Iraqgis.

Photo courtesy of the KRG Media Office.
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Baghdad, 6 July 2025 8 The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
received today in his office the Head of the Iragi Turkmen Front, Mr. Mehmet
Seman Aka.

The meeting addressed issues of common interest, including the parliamentary
elections in Kirkuk and the human rights file, in the context of the
constitutional entitlement scheduled to take place across Iraq in November of
this year.

In this regard, Dr. Al Hassan emphasized that the Governorate of Kirkuk,
with its various components, is a microcosm of the unique diversity that
enriches Iraq. He added that his visit to the governorate and the meetings he
held there contributed to a deep understanding of the situation and reflected
the Iragqi
resolving issues within the framework of the Iragi Constitution.

Baghdad, 07 July 2025 8 The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan
met today with the Head of Al -Nasr Coalition, Dr. Haider Al -Abadi. The
meeting included a discussion on the situation in lIraq, including the
parliamentary elections. Regional developments were also addressed, with an
emphasis on the importance of shielding Iraq from conflicts.

peopl eds commitment to prioritizing dialogue and

Erbil, 08 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met with the Minister of
Interior of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,  Mr. Ré&ber Ahmed . They discussed
matters of mutual interest, including the situation in the region and the issues
related to internally displaced persons and refugees in the Kurdistan Region,
and the ongoing cooperation with the United Nations on this file.

Photo courtesy of the KR Mol.

& The President of the Republic, H.E. Dr. Abdul
received today the Special Representative of the United
Dr. Mohamed Al

Baghdad, 9 July 2025
Latif Jamal Rashid,
Nations Secretary -General for Irag and Head of UNAMI,
Hassan. The meeting included discussions on the situation in Irag and the
region. They also addressed the upcoming parliamentary elections in Iraq,
emphasizing the need to uphold the principles and standards of free, fair,
transparent, and credible elections that earn the trust of the people and
strengthen Iraq's democracy. The Special Representative warned against the
use of political money in the electoral process and called for mechanisms to
hold accountable any legal violations in order to safeguard the integrity of the
elections and preserve the achievements made.

Photo courtesy of the Presidency Media Office.

Baghdad, 09 July 2025 - Today, the Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraqg (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Fuad Hussein

The meeting focused on a number of issues of mutual interest, including the
situation in Iraq, particularly the ongoing preparations for the upcoming
parliamentary elections, the challenges that may face the electoral process,
and ways to overcome any obstacles to ensure free, independent, fair, and
transparent elections that reflect the will of the Iraqi people.

Both sides agreed on the importance of dialogue to resolve all outstanding
issues in order to preserve stability and national unity. His Excellency the
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs stressed the need to
reach sustainable solutions to the outstanding issues.

The meeting also touched upon the ongoing cooperation between the United
Nations and Iraq in various fields and ways to further strengthen it.

They also discussed the situation in the region, underlining the importance of
resolving issues through peaceful means to spare the Middle East further
conflict.
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Baghdad, 17 July 2025 - His Excellency the President of the Republic of Iraq,
Dr. Abdul Latif Jamal Rashid , received today the Special Representative of
the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan. The
meeting focused on the latest developments in Irag and the region. The Special
Representative reaffirmed the United
support for Iraq in promoting dialogue and diplomacy as a means to resolve
disputes peacefully and maintain security and stability.

Political Consultations
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Erbil, 29 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary -
General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag
(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with the President of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq, Mr. Nechirvan Barzani.

The meeting included discussions on the situation in Iraq, including in the Kurdistan
Region. They emphasized that dialogue and understanding, within the framework of

N a the leagi opstituion, are thenidgad means tareselve anchsgfte wugstanding gssues,

and that everyone must work diligently and sincerely to preserve the rights and
capabilities of the Iraqgi people, regardless of their affiliations or regions.
Photo courtesy of the KR Presidency Media Office.

Erbil, 29 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq
and Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq, Mr. Masrour Barzani

During the meeting, the situation in Iraqg, including the Kurdistan Region, was discussed, including
the recent drone attacks targeting the area and their negative impact on stability, with emphasis on
preventing their recurrence and the need to prosecute their perpetrators.

Both sides emphasized the importance of adopting dialogue and working within the provisions of the
Iragi Constitution to resolve differences in a manner that ensures the preservation of the supreme
interests of Iraq and all Iragis.

The meeting also addressed the work of the United Nations in the Kurdistan Region and ways to
enhance it. Photo courtesy of the KRG Media Office.

Erbil, 29 July 2025 - The Special Representative of the UN Secretary -
General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , metin Erbil
with Mr. Qubad Talabani, Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of the
Kurdistan Region of Irag. They discussed the situation in the region and Iraq,

as well as matters of mutual interest.

Photo courtesy of the KRG Media Office.

Salah al -Din Summer Resort, 30 July 2025
for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iragq (UNAMI),
Hassan, met today with the President of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), Mr. Masoud
Barzani.

During the meeting, several issues of mutual interest were discussed, most notably the situation in
Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

The two sides stressed the importance of adopting dialogue and working in accordance with the
provisions of the Iragi constitution to resolve outstanding issues and preserve the supreme interests of
Iraq and all Iraqis.

& The Special Representative of the Secretary -General
Dr. Mohamed Al

Duhok, 30 July 2025 - During a visit to Duhok, the Special Representative of
the Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with Duhok
Governor Dr. Ali Tatar . They discussed the situation in the governorate and
issues of mutual interest.
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Sulaymaniyah, 31 July 2025 & The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI),  Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, met today with Mr.
Bafel Jalal Talabani , President of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.

The meeting included a review of the situation in Iraqg, including in the
Kurdistan Region, and discussions on the recent drone attacks that targeted
the area. Both sides emphasized the need to pursue and hold accountable those
responsible for these attacks.

They also underlined the importance of dialogue and working within the
framework of the Iragi Constitution to resolve all outstanding issues.

Photo courtesy of PUK.
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Baghdad, 10 August 2025 - The Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , met with a number of
representatives of | raq6és mi nor ity . The disnussiong dovered
the situation in Iraq, including files related to human rights, with an emphasis

on the importance of social diversity that enriches this ancient country.

Sulaymaniyah, 11 August 2025 3 The Special Reporesentative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of UNAMI,  Dr. Mohamed Al

Hassan met with Bafel Jalal Talabani , President of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK)

The discussions covered political, security, and economic developments in the
Kurdistan Region, Iraq, and the wider region.

& H.E. President Abdul Latif Jamal Rashid
received today the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary -

Baghdad, 18 August 2025

General for Irag, Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan . They discussed ways to
strengthen cooperation between Iraq and the United Nations, as well as the
situation in Iraq and the region.

The Special Representative reaffirmed the continued commitment of the
United Nations to supporting lraqds

Photo courtesy of the Presidency's Media Office.

Erbil, 20 August 2025 - Deputy Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary-General for Iraq for Political Affairs and Electoral Assistance,
Claudio Cordone OAppreciated the
today in Erbil, including on the
More to come. 6
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Riyad, KSA, 22 July 2025 - His Excellency Mr. Jasem Mohamed
Albudaiwi , Secretary -General of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States
Kuwait City, Kuwait, 20 July 2025 - His Excellency Abdullah Ali of the Gulf (GCC), received Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , Special Representative
Abdullah Al -Yahya , Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs, received Dr. of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United
Mohamed Al Hassan , the Special Representative of the United Nations Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), at the GCC Secretariat
Secretary -General for Irag and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission headquarters in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
for Irag (UNAMI), on the occasion of his visit to the State of Kuwait, at noon The meeting featured discussions on a range of issues of mutual interest
today, Sunday, 20 July 2025. between the United Nations and the Gulf Cooperation Council, as well as other
regional and international matters. The Special Representative expressed his
Photo courtesy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs - State of Kuwait. deep appreciation for the continued support provided by the GCC to the United
Nations.

Photo courtesy of GCC.

Moscow, Russian Federation, 15 August 2025 - As part of efforts to
support stability in Irag, the Special Representative of the Secretary -General
for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI),

Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan , paid a visit to the Russian Federation on 15
August, where he met with H.E. Sergey Vershinin , Special Representative of

Ankara, Turkiye, 07 August 2025 - Today, the Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al -Hassan , visited the

Republic of Turkiye where he met with Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Hakan the President of the Russian Federation for the Middle East and First Deputy
Fidan . They discussed the situation in Iraq and issues of mutual interest in Minister of Foreign Affairs.
support of Ilraqés security and stabil ity .Thevisitto Moscow comes withinthe framework of consultations being held by

members of the UN Security Council on the mechanism for ending the work of
the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) on 31 December
2025, in line with the mandate defined by the relevant Security Council
resolutions.

Kuwait, 31 August 2025 - His Highness the Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al -Hamad Al -Sabah received today the Special
Representative of the United Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iragq (UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan. They discussed issues of interest relating to the work of UNAMI
within its mandate from the UN Security Council.
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UNAMI expresses its strong solidarity with the people of Wasit

Governorate

Baghdad, 17 July 2025 9 Statement
by Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan, Special
Representative of the United Nations

Secretary -General for Iraq and Head of
UNAMI:

oWith deep sorrow

received the news of the tragic incident

that struck the city of Kut as a result of

a devastating fire, claiming the lives of

UNICEF on X

many innocent people.

We express our strong solidarity with
the people of Wasit Governorate in this
profound loss, and we extend our
sincere condolences and heartfelt

a symhpathy to dha farsilies of the eictims.

We pray to Almighty God to have
mercy on those who lost their lives,
grant the injured a speedy recovery,

and bestow patience and solace upon
their families.

As we share in the grief of the Iraqi
people, we stand ready to provide all
possible humanitarian support and
assistance to help mitigate the impact
of this tragedy, while reaffirming the
utmost importance of protecting human
life.

Baghdad, 17 July 2025 - UNICEF extends its deepest condolences to the families affected by the tragic fire in Kut, that took
the lives of many people, including children.

We are profoundly saddened by this loss of life and we stand in full solidarity with the affected families. We extend our sin
wishes for a swift recovery to all who were injured.

cere

s =

— s

UNAMI statement on the developments in Sulaymaniyah

Baghdad, 22 August 2025 - The
United Nations Assistance Mission for
Irag (UNAMI) expresses its concern
over the ongoing developments in
Sulaymaniyah Governorate and regrets

the loss of life and injuries resulting
from the recent clashes.

UNAMI calls on all parties to exercise
restraint, refrain from any actions that

could endanger the lives of civilians,

Wo men & s

respect human rights, and ensure a fair
and impartial judicial process in line
with the provisions of the Constitution.

Empower ment

Strengthening advocacy and networking skills of activists

& =

v S F AT
Baghdad, 01 July 2025 - As part of
the "Women, Peace and Security
Agenda" project in Salahaddin

Governorate (Tecret), in partnership
with the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) and with support
from the Government of Canada, on
Thursday, June 26, 2025, the third
training workshop focused on
strengthening advocacy and
networking skills of activists, civil
society
government al
The wor kshop
di scussions of:

representa'i
entitie
inclu

t he

Determining
-

priorities

o — =
in the light of the |
and Security Council r
Formul ati on of pract
joint work between all
Formati on of commi
wor king t eams from
government al entities

Create an interactive, dialogue

environment that fosters trust and
mutual understanding

The workshop has been characterized
by a high level of organisation,
participation and positive interaction,
collecting participant ratings and
updating data to ensure improved
performance in upcoming workshops.
of support




Volume 12, Issue 4

Womenaos
drives recovery
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FRIVATE ST 1WAy

PADVANCING WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP IN IRAQS
{
I

Baghdad, 01 July 2025
Enterprise Development Fund,

- Through the
IOM

Strengthening

conflictin Al  -Anbar

Anbar, 13 July 2025 - As part of the
"Empowerment and Partnership"
project aimed at supporting women's

leadership in decision -making and
humanitarian response, funded by
Wo mends Peace and

Fund (WPHF) in partnership with UN

Women, Shagofiyan Organization for
Development and Culture organized a
series of interactive focus group
sessions in various areas across Anbar

Wo men 0 s

omi C

supports women entrepreneurs with
access to financing, mentorship and

womenos

Governorate (Ramadi, Fallujah, and

Hit) during April and May 2025.

The sessions brought together activists
and feminist leaders from government
institutions, civil society, the media,

and returnee women from vulnerable

tteupsaDiscussmns ceatared on the key
challenges and opportunities facing
women in post-conflict planning and
decision-making, with a particular

focus on economic empowerment,

community recovery, and the

Empower ment

empower ment
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transf ol

tools to grow their businesses and lead
lasting change.

0The private sector of
avenue to create fair economic
opportunities for women, given their
potential, capabilities, and ambitions, -
says Dr. Yusra Al -Alag, Director
General of the National Department for

Iragi Women, General Secretariat of

the Council of Ministers.

OEconomic support i s
towards comprehensive empowerment

of w o me Bags, Mashael Ismail,
founding director of FYAY flower shop.
60Since 2020, the EDF
women entrepreneurs to access finance,
mentorship, and business development

s er vi & sags.Eisa Molena, Senior
Program Coordinator, IOM Iraq.

| e a d-enaksdh in pposta n d

importance of ensuring equitable
representation of women in local
policymaking.

Participants also addressed the need to
eliminate stereotypes, highlight
women's success stories, and support
returnee women in overcoming societal
obstacles. There was a shared
consensus on the critical role of local
communities and media in supporting
women. The sessions called for
intensified awareness campaigns, the
establishment of support networks, and
the development of comprehensive
empowerment programs to ensure
meaningful representation of women in
decision-making positions.

These sessions are part of a broader
series of interventions aimed at
strengthening feminist leadership and
empowering women in conflict -affected
areas. Upcoming activities will include
dialogues with decision -makers, the
development of recommendation

documents, and specialized training in
leadership and advocacy.

.ﬁ
hrrs
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Empowering women

and qgirls:

Wo men 0 s

communities in Bashiga and Ninewa

Baghdad, 16 July 2025 - During the
first quarter of 2025, Better World
Organization for Community
Development (BWOCD), funded by the
Government of Japan and in
partnership with UN Women,
implemented a series of impactful
initiatives as part
Peace and Security in the Arab States &
Phase Il & I raqo projec
initiatives were carried out across
Bashiga, Tiskhrab, and surrounding
communities to promote empowerment,

inclusion, and environmental
sustainability.
- 10 women led a Tree Planting

Initiative, enhancing local green spaces

=

=
and promoting

awareness.
- 20 women took part in Knitting &

environmental

Embroidery Vocational Training,
refining creative skills and
strengthening economic opportunities
through traditional crafts.

- 36f wontetn ecamed Wdgethernfor a
Community -Based Iftar Gathering,
fostering Tsbhotals eohesion and unity
through shared meals and meaningful
dialogue.

- A special Community -Based Initiative
supported 25 participants, including
children with special needs and their
families, through inclusive activities,
education, and counseling.

Empower ment

building peaceful,

Page 16

inclusive

- In celebration of International
Wo menads Day, 15 women
Life Skills & Civic Education session,
building self -confidence, learning stress
management, and celebrating
womanhood.

- Through the Adolescent Girls Toolkit
(AGT), 16 adolescent girls participated
in a 5-day training, focusing on self -
awareness, safe internet use,
reproductive health, and leadership.
These initiatives demonstrate the
power of community -driven action and
women-led development in creating a
more inclusive, peaceful, and

empowered society.

SHAO Organization conducts a Training of Trainers (TOT)
workshop on UN Security Council Resolution 1325

Salah Al -Din, 22 July 2025
of t he project
Leadership for Environmental Justice,
Security, and
Governorate, SHAO Organization
conducted a three-day Training of
Trainers (TOT)
Security Council Resolution 1325 and
the Women, Peace, and Security
Agendad.

The workshop targeted 20 local women
activists and community leaders from
Salah Al-Din, aiming to strengthen
their knowledge of Resolution 1325 and
equip them with tools for planning,
advocacy, and active participation in
peace processes and decisionmaking
spaces.

The sessions were highly interactive,
featuring practical training components
and open discussions on local
implementation challenges.
Participants also began developing

- As part

Pe-®dineod

wor k|

initial action

-

pl ans community teeeimo t e
0 Pr oales tini pegce #he mécurity sat the

womenads
This training was supported by UNDP.
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SRSG Al Hassan: oWe call on you, the
prioritize the iIissues and rights of
Baghdad, 26 July 2025 - Dr.

Mohamed Al Hassan, Special

Representative of the United Nations
Secretary -General for Irag and Head
of UNAMI participated today in the
17t Conference on Combating
Violence Against Women organized
by the Al Hakim Foundation.
Here is the text of his speech:
0Distinguished
Distinguished Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am pleased to participate with you
on behalf of the United Nations
Mission in Irag (UNAMI) in this
event.

I would like to start by expressing my
condolences for all the martyrs,
including the martyrs of Al Kut.

It is an honor to participate in the
seventeenth edition of this
conference. | would like to thank His
Eminence, Sayyid Ammar al -Hakim,
for his gracious and continuous
sponsorship of this conference. | also
appreciate your presence despite your
engagements.

What we are addressing today is part
of the message of eternal humanity,
the message of Islam, the message of
peace, the message of the promotion
of virtue and the prevention of vice.
Let us not forget the last
commandments of the great Prophet,
Muhammad bin Abdullah, may God
bless him, his family and
companions,
speak out of (his own) desire. It is not
but revel ation
kindly towards women). Indeed, these
are immortal words that are relevant
to this conference.

| stand before you today, and
participate in this event,
recommending and demanding the
preservation of the status of women,
the restoration of all their rights,
their empowerment, in accordance
with what is pleasing to God and His
Prophet.

Ladies and Gentlemen, women are
the basis of society.

My question to those attending and
those following this event is: Are you
satisfied with the status of women?
Do women in Islamic societies enjoy
their full rights?

In fact, what we see and hear today
regarding violence and
marginalization against women is
unfair, a deviation from the right
guidance, and a departure from
nature. If family is the foundation of
society, and women are the bulwark
of family, how can we explain

Presi

when he,

revec

domestic violence, violence against
women, and the deliberate and
systematic marginalization of women,
including digital marginalization,
underage marriage, and gender -
based discrimination?

Yes, there are women who have
reached high ranks and positions in
state and society institutions, but the
path and behavior to that end is still
rough and full of thorns and
obstacles, not to mention how few
women in positions of responsibility
are.

| call on you and myself to return to
the normal fundamentals and to work
together towards restoring the status,
consideration, respect and protection
of women in general, which can only
be achieved by facilitating and
simplifying the procedures of
women's participation not as a
"rival", but as a "partner"”.

Allow me to mention here the
persecution of a number of Iraqi
women from different sects,
especially Yazidi women, Christians
and followers of other religions, who
were subjected to the most heinous
crimes at the hands of ISIS, including
kidnapping, selling and enslavement.
These crimes and their effects are
continuing to this day. Yes, dear
brothers, we welcome the measures
you have taken, but our question is
when will the suffering of Yazidi
wo me n end? Arendt
When will they be honored like the
rest of the Iragi women? When will
they return to their homes with
honor and dignity, to Sinjar and other
places? When will this suffering end?
The justice of Islam is for all. We do
not doubt your positions, and your
ability to achieve justice and change
reality. The sublime message of Islam
came as a mercy for all.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the United Nations, we stress our

stand with Iraq, Iraq's leaders, and

Irag's pillars. We call for the standard

of equality to be based on citizenship.
Everyone has rights, and everyone has
duties and responsibilities.

We call on you, the leaders and people
of Iraq, to prioritize the issues and

rights of women in the upcoming
elections.

We call on you to involve women in
decision-making positions, not as a
courtesy, but as a consideration of
women as partners in positions of
responsibility, not as a symbolic matter,

but as a real and broad partnership.

We at the United Nations are with you

in this endeavor, in order to put women

at the forefront in these upcoming
parliamentary elections. What prevents

women from being in the top positions
in this country? They are among the
most honorable women, in the past,
present and future.

Let us work together to change the
reality of the women in lIraq to the

better.

This is not the place to condemn
violence against women, but rather to
take practical and concrete decisions
and steps to end violence against Iraqi
women, spread justice, equality, and
review | aws. 6
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KRG Prime Minister endorses 2025

in Kurdistan Region

Erbil, 28 July 2025 & In a landmark
step for womenos
inclusive peacebuilding, the Prime
Minister of the Kurdistan Region, Mr.
Masrour Barzani, has formally
endorsed the Kurdistan Regional
Action Plan (KRI -RAP) 202582030 for
the implementation of United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace, and Security (WPS). As
a complementary
broader National Action Plan on WPS,
the KRI -RAP is tailored to the specific
needs, challenges, and priorities of
women and girls across the Kurdistan

Wo men 0 s

commitment of the High Council for

e m\yamereandbewelbpmeat (HCWD). The

Regional Action Plan reflects the
regionds contii

promoting justice between women and

men, enhancing
in peace and security processes, and
ensuring their protection and

leadership in
development.

recovery and

¢ 0 mpWith gaensuppod 6f UN Woanenpasd in

strong partnership with HCWD and
local stakeholders, additional key
achievements have been realized.
These include the development of the

Empower ment

nued
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02030 WPS Regional Action Plan

shaping evidence -based, locally owned
strategies for sustainable peace and
inclusive governance.

Alldcewinents & tincludimg the KRl -RAP
202562030, the Localized Duhok Plan,

wo me ndnd theplMAP tlliAssespneent iRepart o

ar e now publicly
of ficial website of
Women and Devel opme

https://gov.krd/hcwa -
en/publications/plans/
This achievement would not have been
possible without the dedication of
government institutions, civil society
partners, and international actors who

Region. Localized Duhok Plan (2024) as well as continue to champion the Women,
This endorsement marks a major the Assessment Report of the Second Peace, and Security agenda in the
milestone in advancing the WPS Iraqi National Action Plan (2021 &  region.

agenda in the Kurdistan Region and is 2024). Together, these documents

a testament to the leadership and represent critical building blocks in

Women lead the way in preventing conflict and promoting peace in
Iraq

Ramadi, 02 August 2025 - As part of

ongoing efforts to s
roles in conflict prevention and
community stability, Al Haq

Foundation For Human Rights, funded
by Womends Peace
Fund (WPHF), and supported by UN
Women conducted a two-day training
on Early Warning and Early Response
for Women Survivors of Violence. The
training brought together 20 women
from conflict -affected communities to
enhance their capacities to recognize
the root causes of conflict and take
proactive roles in promoting peace at
the local level.

The training aimed to empower women
by equipping them with practical tools
and knowledge on early warning
indicators, emergency response
planning, and community -based
conflict prevention mechanisms. It also

and

transformative training experience for
women on early response. The sessions
were well -structured, engaging, and
inspiring. Honestly, it's the first time

approach, the training created a safe
for participants to reflect on their own
roles in fostering social cohesion. It also
forms part of a broader capacity -

emphasized the critical role women |l 6ve witnessed s u ¢ h building nitiagive targedng 6d wonerh
play not only as survivors but as key participation and interaction in a across Iraqg.
agents of change in peacebuilding training setting." Stated Sarah Saad, "The training provided valuable

processes.
"This was a truly empowering and

training participant
Through a dynamic and participatory

== e

insights into early warning
mechanisms, including how to gather
e essential information to address the
B root causes of conflict and prevent

recurrence. It also explored ways to
o identify key individuals who can play a

role in resolving issues within the
: community." Maryam Mustafa Dawood,

| training participant

O This initiative contributes to broader
| commitment to advancing Women,
¥ T | Peace and Security agenda in Iraq by
Laaad

placing women at the heart of early
warning and response systems.
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t

nt:

h



Volume 12, Issue 4

Womenos

Empower ment

A path forward: sustaining momentum for equality and peace

Baghdad, 21 August 2025 - Over
the past four decades, generations of
Iragi women have endured difficult
and exhausting periods, marked by
continuous transitions through war,
crisis, and post -war recovery. Most of
their lives have been spent either in
the midst of conflict, under the threat
of it, or grappling with its
devastating consequences. Women's
memories carry the pain of losing
husbands, brothers, and sons,
alongside fleeting moments of joy.
The trauma of what occurred in
Sinjar still lingers vividly in the
collective memory.

As of 2024, nearly 11 percent of Iraqi
households are headed by women,
many of whom struggle with the daily

challenges of life. Despite this,
women have made significant
progress in political participation.

Women now hold 29 percent of
parliamentary seats, and
approximately 12,000 women serve in
the security sector. Iraq is also among
the few countries that developed a
NAP [II for UNSCR 1325. However,
the rate of women's involvement in
peacebuilding remains limited.

| often ask myself, why is this the
case? Are lIragi women unable or
unqualified to play an active role? Or
is the system itself designed to
exclude them? Could it be a lack of
interest, or something deeper? Each
of these questions leads to a series of
sub-questions | continue to explore.
The pursuit of lasting peace in Iraq is
inextricably linked to the
empowerment of women and their
full participation in peacebuilding,
not simply because women oppose
war, but because the past 40 years
have equipped them with deep
resilience and a wunique
understanding of peace. Since 2014,

Iragi women have demonstrated a
renewed belief in their capacity to
lead, protect their families, and
contribute meaningfully to society.

The UNDP Irag Country Office has
made considerable progress in
promoting womends
sustainable peace and security.
Guided by principles of inclusivity
and equality,
approach emphasizes the critical
roles women play as community

peace mediators, young
peacebuilders, and advocates for
justice. From developing inclusive

security institutions to advancing the
Women, Peace, and Security (WPS)
agenda, UNDP continues to reframe
t he narrative
contributions to peace and stability.
Moving forward requires sustained
collaboration with government
agencies, international partners, and
civil society. These combined efforts
wi |1 ensure that
not only heard but also central to
decision-making processes that shape
Il ragds future.
belief that sustainable peace can only

r

-plongEdP &

ar o
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be achieved when women are
empowered to lead, mediate, and build
a resilient and just society.

Establishing Women Mediators for

Page 19

Conflict Resolution

Recognizing the power of dialogue and
mediation, UNDP Iraq has prioritized
the establishment of women mediators
across the country. In partnership with
UN Women and the National
Directorate of Iragi Women (NDIW),
this initiative aims to build a national
network of skiled women mediators
capable of navigating complex disputes
at both community and national levels.
This groundbreaking, nationally led
initiative follows a phased approach to
ensure thorough capacity -building.
Initial online sessions engaged 150
women from diverse regions, ensuring
inclusivity. A competitive selection
process identified 75 participants for
advanced training, culminating in
specialized mediation training for 24
outstanding women in collaboration
with the Clingendael Institute for

U N D F Mediation in December 2024 , followed

by another session in April 2025.

These women were equipped with both
theoretical understanding and practical

tools for effective conflict resolution.
They are now prepared to take active
roles within their communities,

championing social cohesion and
strengthening the social fabric. The
initiative has been officially launched

during the I nternation
2025, marking a significant milestone

in Il raqds journey
peace.

With continued support from UNDP
and UN Women, these mediators will
implement action plans to tackle root
causes of conflict and promote
sustainable peace. Their contributions
will be essential in promoting dialogue,

t
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A path forward: sustaining momentum for equality and peace
(continued)

The revised NAP wi ||
- commi t ment to advanci
roles in peace and security, reinforcing
5 national ownership and international
accountability.

Supporting  Women -Led Climate
A e e

Justice Initiatives

UNDP Iraq acknowledges the
intersection of equality, climate justice,

and peacebuilding. Women -led
organizations are essential in
addressing climate -related
vulnerabilities that often contribute to

— conflict.

By offering technical support, UNDP
fostering reconciliation, and addressing Through capacity -building, policy empowers these organizations to lead
disputes from a women -centered advocacy, and the development of initiatives that reduce climate risks,
perspective. inclusive protocols, UNDP supports build resilience, and promote equitable

increased representation and resource management. This integrated
Establishing Women Peace Teams leadership of women in security approach connects climate justice with
In parallel, UNDP Iraq is spearheading institutions. sustainable peace, underlining the
the formation of Women Peace Teams, By fostering inclusive and accountable essential role of women in achieving

a platform to ampl i f gecutitymetracsuses,v UNDPe Belps n  the Sustainable Development Goals.
local and national peace processes. ensure that these institutions both

These teams aim to institutionalize protect and empower women and girls. I n conclusion, UN-DP
womenos rol es in di al ogue, conflict faceted, ongoing efforts reflect not only
prevention, and post -conflict recovery. Reviewing I ragds Nataonal mAritti me nRI ant o W
By integrating inclusive strategies into (NAP) I empowerment, but it is also about
peacebuilding frameworks, the Women At the core of UNDP treating0 a sWiPathabdef finzlusive

Peace Teams ensure that proposed is t he review and rfervainseiwoonr k o fwh ér aq o me n i
solutions are effective, sustainable, and National Action Plan (NAP) II, a integral t o Il raqds j
representative of all segments of roadmap for implementing UNSCR stability, resilience, and prosperity.

society. 1325. In collaboration with government

So, why do womends anliigleosietynitistprocess integrates

peacebuilding? lessons learned, addresses emerging By Sundus Abbas, Women
Because women offer unique challenges, and aligns with global best Empowerment Specialist, UNDP Iraq

perspectives, often grounded in practices.
reconciliation, community cohesion,
and long-term healing. This initiative
recognizes and harnesses that

potential, making Irri-q(”)s i " —_—
- ——

]

e ammm——

efforts more holistic and sustainable.

Supporting  Women and the WPS
Agenda in Security Sector Institutions

UNDP 1 raqgqos commi t me|
extends to the security sector, a vital
arena for advancing the WPS agenda.

Baghdad, 25 August 2025 - Hind Jalal, UNFPA
Resident Representative in Iraq:

OHonor ed t oDrmsghahbaavAi tAzzawi , PM's
Advi sor on Womenodos Affairs, t
discussion on enhancing collaboration to advance the

rights and choices of women and girls across Iraq. The

future is brighter when we invest in their potential.
@UNFPA_lraqgb
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UNAMI 6s HRO delivers a presentation fo
challenges faced by armed forces

Baghdad, 20 424 July 2025 & UNAMI
Human Rights Office participated in a
training course on International
Humanitarian Law for personnel from
the Iraqi Ministry of Defense. The
training was organized by the Iraqi
High Commission for Human Rights
(IHCHR) and the Iragi Red Crescent
Society, in cooperation with the Legal ) .
Department and the Human Rights ol 5 )
Directorate of the Ministry of Defense. “‘!V * ‘-f’\q’
UNAMI &8s Hu man Ri \ 4 '_\_;
delivered a presentation focused on key 4 N i g
human rights challenges faced by o= ! 1. ¥, ! T3 =&l
armed forces, including the applicable X | ' : 2 o =
international standards on arrest and - -
detention and the use of force.

-

Empowering women environmental defenders in Iraq!
Baghdad, 21 July 2025 - UNDP held =
a workshop to train 32 women -led
organizations from across Irag on
environmental rights and Human
Rights Council Resolution 40/11 (2019).
The workshop focused on strengthening
capacities and equipping Women
Environmental Human Rights
Defenders (WEHRDs) with the tools
and knowledge to counter
misinformation related to
environmental rights.

This effort provides a solid foundation
to enhance environmental advocacy,
improve national legislation, and
support the voices driving change.

UNAMI Human Rights Office Organizes a three -day training on

OProtecting Human Rights anReldkd S8axuwmint i

Violence during Military Operationsao
conducted a three-day training on
OProtecting Human R
Preventing Conflict -Related Sexual
Viol ence during Milita

The training, held from 18 to 20 August
2025 was attended by 42 participants,
and covered a range of themes,
including the protection of civilians,
particularly women, children,
minorities and internally displaced
persons. Other topics included
preventing harm to civilian
infrastructure, the treatment of
prisoners, and accountability for
human rights violations and abuses.
Additionally, participants also acquired
knowledge of promoting a human
rights -based approach to military
Erbil, 20 August 2025 - The Human jointly with the Office of the operations and decision -making
Rights Office of the United Nations Coordinator for International Advocacy processes in situations of armed conflict
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI), and the Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs, and insecurity.
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Inclusion is the way forward: youth with disabilities ask for a seat at

the table

Erbil, 14 August 2025
capable & not invisible!
0See us as
change-makers. We have ideas,
energy, and ability just like anyone
else. We only need the chance and
support. o

These are the words of Nabaa
Abdulsatar Abdullah, a young Iraqi
multi -talented artist, photographer,
and content creator who is using her
skills to change the way society views
disability. Through drawing and
photography, she tells stories that
transcend language and resonate
especially within the deaf
community.

Nabaa Abdulsatar
Anbar .

She spoke to UNAMI through Samer,
her sign language interpreter.

Abdullah |

- See us as

capabl e

Bashdar Mustafa | Erbil

"One of my main challenges has been
finding job opportunities, as people
often underestimate my capabilities,"

OMy work helps ot her said Bashdar, who is currently
seen and heard. | contribute visuals teaching private Arabic lessons. "My
to awareness campaigns for dream is to become an entrepreneur

International Day of Persons with
Disabilities and Sign Language Day.
Art gives me the confidence | need to
create a change in the way people
view disabilityéo
Nabaa dreams of opening an art and
learning center for youth with
disabilities & a space to build skills,
explore creativity, and access real
employment opportunities.

Fighting barriers, not just disability
Nabaa is one of three siblings born
with hearing impairments. As
challenging as this can be, the real
obstacles have come not just from her
physical loss but also society. Her
experiences mirror those of many
others across lIraq, including Bana
and Bashdar, who are volunteers at
the Sheyaw organization.

Bana Yassen Mustafa| Erbil
0Growing up, I
teacher," Bana said, noting that her
disability proved to be an obstacle to
getting a job. However, her resilience
has been stronger in pursuing her
dream. "Now | teach English online.
Il dve al so devel
communication and collaboration
skills which give me the skills set to
work in a diverse team."

Until recently, neither Bana nor
Bashdar had platforms to share their
talents. But that changed especially
for Bashdar , when
we Canbé
skills training in Erbil designed to be
inclusive and accessible supported by
Sheyaw organization.

he
i & a yoitte-fodused

and start a car company that
provides jobs for people with
disabilities. | also aspire to join

parliament to help reform disability
laws in Iraqg and the Kurdistan
Region," he added.

Challenges and opportunities

Although the Iragi law provides for
equality of opportunities for people
with disabilities, they continue to
face many challenges, including
inaccessibility and access to
employment remain extremely
limited for them.

Ahmed Saleh Ali who works at the
Hassarost Foundation in Kirkuk, an
organization supporting people with
disabilities, reflects on the broader
structural barriers:

0Ol naccessibility is
I once met a young |

wa n tattend school for years because the

building had no ramp. Exclusion like
this is far too comn
True inclusion, he added, requires
investment in infrastructure,
accessible education, inclusive hiring,
0 [ and early involvement of people with
disabilities in every stage of decision -
making.
OPeople with
the table from the beginning. They
should be given equal opportunity to
design projects, lead events, and help
drive change, Saleh Ali says.

UN Irag supporting an inclusive
agenda

In recent years, Iraq has taken

di sabi |

tangible steps to support people with
disabilities. In 2024, it held its first
National Forum for Empowering People
with Disabilities, with support from the
United Nations and the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs. The forum
focused on helping people learn job

skills and become financially
independent. The UN in Iraq has also
been actively engaged with the
implementation of the United Nations
Disability Inclusion Strategy to
strengthen partnerships with disability
groups, and in promoting equal access
to services and opportunities for people
with disabilities.

Nabaa is a beneficiary of such UN
trainings, one about leadership and
advocacy done in partnership with the
Anbar Women for Peace team as part of
an ongoing social cohesion program.

I n l'ine wi t h this
theme focusing on global cooperation
through technology and partnerships,
young Iragis like Nabaa, are advocating
for inclusion in leadership and decision -

making.

0 We bring differenttyp_
hel p buil d better SO
Nabaa. OWe are part of
should be partners in

Written by Celia Thompson Dadson|
UNAMI SCPIO
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Il r ag
journalists

Paris, France,
UNESCO has launched a new global
platform highlighting national
mechanisms for the protection of
journalists and the fight against
impunity. Iraq is among 37 countries
recognized for establishing an official
national mechanism under the UN

Plan of Action (2012 62022 and 20220

2032).

National Safety Mechanisms
National Safety Context
According to the Observatory of Killed
Journalists there have been over 200
killings recorded in Iraq since 1993.
Approximately 1% of these cases have
been judicially resolved according to
the latest Director -General's Report on
the Safety of Journalists and the
Danger of Impunity. Irag has

- Iraq

UNESCO advances protection for women journalists

year platform review

Baghdad, 09 July 2025 -
support from
Communication and Information
Sector, the Digital Reporting Platform
for Women Journalists continues its
work to protect women journalists and
document violations committed against
them. As part of its ongoing efforts, the
platform is currently preparing its mid
year report, which helps assess

With

featur ed

25 June 2025 -

Freedom of Expression

on

responded 6 times to the Director -
General's requests for information on
the judicial status of the cases of these
killed journalists since 2009.

There is 1 national safety mechanism
being implemented in Iraq to prevent,
protect and prosecute crimes committed
against journalists. More information
on this initiative is summarised below
including relevant links.

The National Committee on the Safety
of Journalists and the Issue of
Impunity has been active since 2016.
What activities are carried out?

The Committee implements several
prevention measures concerning the
safety of journalists, such as
monitoring of attacks on journalists,
assistance on reporting for Voluntary
National Reviews, publication of
handbooks providing advice for media
professionals, specific training and
support for women journalists,
including a dedicated hotline and
digital complaints platform for women
journalist.

As a protection measure for journalists,
the Committee houses a special
investigation unit for communication
with journalists to advise on possible
threats in all 14 governorates.

The Committee implements measures
to ensure the prosecution of cases, by
training police officers on investigating
journalist cases, with a special
investigation unit, and by dedicating a

challenges and monitor progress. In
doing so, a one-day review workshop
brought together key stakeholders and
partners to reflect on the achievements
made during the first half of the year
and to identify recommendations for
the way forward. The workshop is part
of the final phase of the Breaking the
Silence project, funded by the Kingdom
of the Netherlands, which aims to
empower journalists fi particularly
womenf and promote a safe and free
media environment in Irag.

This initiative is also aligned with the
Social Media for Peace project, funded

U N E S By @he EdropeandUdion, which seeks to

foster social cohesion through digital
media and counter the spread of

harmful and hateful content,
particularly in conflict -affected and
fragile contexts.

The Digital Reporting Platform is

considered one of the first of its kind
globally, providing a secure and reliable

UNESCOOGs
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new

Field Team within the Committee to
follow up on the cases, compiling the
data and working with the Ministry of
Justice on ensuring access to redress
for victims.

How is it implemented?

The Committeeds
prevention, protection and prosecution
are implemented mainly by the
Government and its Ministries,
working with organisations and unions
such as Free Press Unlimited, the Iraqi
Journalists Syndicate and UNESCO.
Who are the stakeholders?

The Committeeds mai
the Ministry of Interior, alongside with
other Ministries from the Government,
such as the Ministry of Justice and the
Ministry of Defense. The Committee
also works with the Special Adviser of
PM for Media and Culture, the High
Judiciary Council, the National
Security, Communication and Media
Commission, and the High Independent
Commission of Human Rights.

https://www.unesco.org/en/safety -
journalists/un -plan-action/national -
S a f e t y -
mechanisms/iraq?fbclid=IwY2xjawL9fP
pleHRUA2FIbQIXMABicmIKETF1aldG
aTZNamkwazJCMIIFAR5NnzJIgBviG4A
JgnvtsMLtpMBaiQB0o7hXJF1C3atfCd
Q_eZP1RTzIXpl7WFA_aem_Wg9uqte5
G8bBORMS8ZNf6dg

through mid -

mechanism for receiving and
documenting violations against women
journalists. It benefits from strong
institutional and technical support
from UNESCO and its partners,
contributing to the protection of
freedom of expression and the rights of
media professionals.

The International Association of
Women in Radio and Television
(IAWRT) has expressed interest in
adapting Il ragds
Reporting Platform in five pilot
countries i Kenya, Uganda, Zambia,
Nigeria, and Cameroon. Over the past
year , UNESCO©Gs
Information Sector has been working
closely to support this transfer of
experience to the African continent,
marking an important step in
enhancing international collaboration
to protect women journalists and
promote press freedom around the
world.

pl atf

model

Commun
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Iraqi Prime Minister receives the United Nations Deputy High
Commissioner for Human Rights

Baghdad, 28 July 2025 0 Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al -Sudani
received today the United Nations
Deputy High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Ms. Nada Al -Nashif, in the
presence of the Special Representative
of the United Nations Secretary -
General in Irag and Head of the United
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan.
They discussed cooperation between
the United Nations and Iragq on human
rights issues and ways to enhance this
cooperation in various fields in the
interest of Iraq and the Iraqi people.

UNA MI HRO organizes a training OPr om
of expression and the protection of journalists and media workers in

t he Kurdistan Region of I raqgo

Erbil, 30 July 2025 - The Human enhancing their capacity to undertake Irag and international standards of

Rights Office of the United Nations their professional responsibilities in freedom of expression and the
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI) accordance with the Constitution of protection of journalists.

organized a one-day training
OPromoting respect
expression and the protection of
journalists and media workers in the
Kurdi stan Regi on of
eight participants (7 female, 21 male),
representing media organizations,
journalists, and representatives of
NGOs, benefited from the training.
Participants were briefed on the
national and international legal
framework for the protection of freedom
of expression, with the aim of

"Social Media, Al, and Their Impact on Public Opinion" OUNESCOOD s
key discussion in Baghdad

checking tools.

Experts, content creators, and social
media influencers, together with the
UNESCO -established Community
Media team to discuss positive Al uses
08 boosting freedom of expression and
information quality; and risks o)
misleading content, disinformation, &
privacy concerns.

UNESCO stressed the need for:
upskilling journalists & creators to
combat digital challenges; ethical Al
use @ protecting user rights & privacy;
safer spaces for women online o
fighting gender -based discrimination &
violence.

Baghdad, 17 August 2025 - UNESCO regional project.

hosted a dynamic one -day workshop on The workshop focused on: enhancing Thi s initiative s p a
0Soci al Medi a Pl at fnoediansliferacya r&t digitialc skalls; broader mission to promote peace &
Intelligence (Al) Applications, and exploring Al &8s r o | etability by stiengtbemingtcivilnsgciety
Their Il mpact on P u b freedom ab pxprassi@ntackling snedia and fostering responsible digital

part of its #SocialMedia4Peace (SM4P) disinformation and fake news with fact -  dialogue in Irag and the region.
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UNAMI expresses concerns relating to the conviction of journalist
Shirwan Shirwani in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Baghdad, 21 August 2025 - The
United Nations Assistance Mission to
Irag (UNAMI) is concerned by the
decision of the Bnaslawa
Misdemeanour Court in Erbil on 19
August 2025 to sentence journalist Mr.
Shirwan Shirwani to four and a half
years imprisonment on a charge that
he denies.

UNAMI 6s concern is

UNAMI on X

Baghdad, 25 August 2025

that the sentence handed down to Mr.
Shirwani may be disproportionate and
its application arbitrary. UNAMI is of
the view that the Bnaslawa
Misdemeanour Court did not provide
convincing reasoning as to what
daggravating ci
taken into account.

The sentence is subject to appeal and

d UNAMle @ whigh attended thea cotirt

session on 19 August & will continue to
follow the case.

UNAMI notes the commitments by the
Kurdistan Regional Government to
uphold the rule of law and human
rights and encourages the KRI

r ¢ u mauthoditiescte endure thvateatl eriminal

proceedings are transparent and fair in
accordance with national and
international standards.

- Disturbing footage of detainees being mistreated after their arrest following the recent clashes

in Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan Region of Irag. We reiterate our call for the respect of human rights and due process, including
for those taken in custody during these events.

e

Yazidi Genocide

UNAMI joins Yazda NGO in commemorating 11th year Anniversary

of the Yazidi Genocide

Erbil, 28 July 2025
solemn event held by Yazidi
Yazda in Erbil, Kurdistan Region
the Deputy Special Representative of
the UN Secretary -General for Iraq for

0 Today, at a
NGO
-Iraq,

Political Affairs and Electoral
Assistance, Claudio Cordone, noted
that the struggle for the Yazidi
community to recover from their
genocide in 2014 by Da'esh is still
ongoing. The trauma, the pain and the
suffering inflicted is still felt in deep
wounds by survivors and their families,
with  many displaced in camps and
some 2,600 still missing. The DSRSG
outlined the need for continuing efforts
to ensure reparations and voluntary,
safe and dignified returns of the
displaced, as well as efforts hold
perpetrators accountable for the crimes
committed. The DSRSG congratulated
the graduates of
Ri ght s o
empowering survivors and reaffirmed

#
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the continued commitment by the
United Nations to working with the
Iragi government, state institutions
and civil society to build on the work
carried out by UNAMI, in addition to
UNITAD, on behalf of justice for the
Yazidis.

inflicted is still felt in deep wounds by
survivors and their families.

At the same time, survivors have
shown extraordinary resilience and
strength, also by leading important
initiatives. | wish to congratulate here
Yazda on their
program, which empowers participants
8 not only from the Yazidi community &
with knowledge and training so that
they can better be their own human
rights advocates. Congratulations to
the graduates of this program who are
here among us today.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today the struggle for the Yazidi
community to recover from their latest
genocide is still ongoing. More than
200,000 Yazidis remain displaced,
many still living in camps. Others have
returned, but without sufficient
services and other support they need to
live normal lives. And there are still

Here is the text 0 f soRA&SFHB0Gnissng Yadidisn e 6 s
r‘emarks: | welcome the efforts of Baghdad and
oDear Yazda col | eagu &g®iin this regard, but | call for more

Distinguished participants,

Thank you for the invitation to speak at
this event. | present you at the outset
with the greetings of Special
Representative of the Secretary -
General Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan.

Let me begin by expressing the United
Nati ons?d full
victims of Daesh, one of the most
brutal, ignorant and perverse ideologies
in modern history.

Y a zZY@zdgss with K pagtigulary degoeity,
programme committipgeUigspeakahbie atrocities. The

trauma, the pain and the suffering

s ol i d &ifsi, dephratioMd. tTRese ark éssentiah

efforts, and at a faster pace, to make
progress towards restoring the rights of
the Yazidis. The recovery of the Yazidi
community will mark in fact the
ultimate defeat of Daesh.

Let me indicate three key areas for
specific action.

to acknowledge the immense harm
endured by survivors and assist them

D Gedisilding ttieR aie8.d In ttHise

context, | welcome the fact that more
than 2,200 survivors are benefitting
from the Yazi di

OKnow

Survi
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UNAMI joins Yazda NGO in commemorating 11th year Anniversary

of the Yazidi Genocide

years after its adoption. Yazda today is
publishing a very detailed report
assessing the impact of the law. And |
agree that, while the law has
significantly improved the lives of
many, providing official recognition of
the crimes they endured as well as
practical support, more needs to be
done, specifically by removing the
many obstacles hindering the
application of the law. Also, the
principle of reparations requires that

women forced to marry Daesh
members, and children born of rape,
are not ostracized, but instead receive
proper support, including by their
community.

Second, returns. These must take place
in a voluntary, safe, and dignified way.

To ensure this, the proper political,
administrative and security conditions

must be in place. An important effort in

this regard was the 2020 Sinjar
Agreement.  Yet, its implementation
has stalled. Sinjar is still without a

Mayor, the security force that was
meant to be established to gain the
trust of the community has not been

deployed, and Sinjar still lacks
sufficient services and livelihood
opportunities. | acknowledge, and

welcome, the conversion of occupancy

Through the

(continued)

certificates into official land titles that
took place last April, granting many
Yazidis formal recognition as
landowners for the first time in
generations. But many more Yazidis
still await the formalization of their
land rights.

Let me stress that without stability and
security people cannot be expected to
return. Also, the ambitious
reconstruction projects announced by
the government risk remaining on
paper, and donors will remain reluctant
to invest in Sinjar. So this is an appeal
to Baghdad and Erbil, and Yazidi
leaders, to resume cooperation and
address the needs of the community, so
that those Yazidis wishing to return
can do so with real prospects of
rebuilding their lives.

Third, justice. Efforts must continue to
hold accountable those responsible for
t he cri mes commi tt
holding fair trials in Iraq or in other
countries through cooperation with the
Iragi judiciary. Trials are important to
help survivors to heal. By identifying
the individual perpetrators, trials also

Sinjar, 31 July 2025

- Every year on
August 3rd, the Yazidi community
gathers not only to mourn the lives that
were lost, but also to reaffirm their call
for accountability and justice. In Sinjar
and beyond, the scars of the 2014
genocide remain etched into memory &
from the rubble of destroyed villages to
the strength of families still searching
for their loved ones.

Eleven years have passed since the
atrocities of 2014, yet the pain remains
raw. More than 2,560 Yazidis & mostly

women and children 9 are still missing,
and nearly 200,000 remain in
displacement settings. Though 150,000
Yazidis have returned to Sinjar, the
absence of so many more continues to
echo through homes, villages, and the
collective memory of the community.
0Each 3rd of
flood back, 6 shares
four brothers and two uncles still
missing since the genocide. She carries
the pain and uncertainty into every
new year.

August

account, we should recognize those who
took risks to protect their Yazidi
neighbours.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me say one word on the role of the
United Nations and its continuing
support for all survivors. While
UNAMI moves into its final months,
the United Nations represented by the
UN country team will stay on, working
with the Iragi government, state
institutions and civil society to build on
the work carried out by UNAMI, in
addition to UNITAD, on behalf of
justice for the Yazidis.

Today we are renewing our
commitment to healing the wounds of
the 2014 genocide. This
commemoration is not only a solemn
act of remembrance, it is a call to
action.

Let us confront the past by building a

e dust layd inBlasiiee sotiety, i yvhich

diversity is a source of richness, not a
threat.

The future of the Yazidi community in

Iraq is at stake. And so is the future of
Iraq as a pluralistic country in which

avoid an entire community from being the human rights of everyone are

blamed. There must be justice, not respected.

revenge. And while we wish to see

those responsible for atrocities held to Thank you. 6

survivorsodo voices el even
OWe imagine their f
My mother still waits. She has never
given upo6.
Jawaher acknowledges the progress

made in providing psychosocial support
and reparations to the community but
believes more is still needed to fully
recover. 0These
adds . 0 We need
heal th care. ¢
Across town, Muna continues to seek
answer s. 0Thousands
she grieves. 0We
ar e. Thereds no i
want to know what
Amid her grief, she holds onto a dream.
" |l ove painting,©6
always wanted to open an art studio.
With the right support, | can provide
for my family and find healing through
arto.

Sufyan, originally from the village of
Solagh, returned to Sinjar in 2018. "I
left school to support myself. | still
dreant df éinishinge mMyo educatien,” he
sdysw dMenta] headlftlo sbhppsrt,
community initiatives, and the Yazidi
Survivors® Law have
mass graves remain sealed, and many
people are still missing".
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(continued)

Years later, Sufyan continues to
advocate for education, housing, and
recognition for those still unaccounted
for.

Azhar, 25, also calls for rebuilding.

"l was released from Daesh captivity in
2018. We want to return and rebuild
our homes in peace. | also want to
study law, to defend Yazidi rights and
ensure justice for
Azhar.

Similarly, Azad, 23, recalls the grief,
trauma and pain of loss that haunt the
community each commemoration. "The
3rd of August is not just a date,” he
shares. "It is a grim memory we relive
every year". He calls for efforts to locate
those still missing and to return the
remains of the deceased so families can
lay them to rest with dignity.

Firyal was only 14 years old when
Daesh captured her in August 2014.
Rescued eight months later, she spent
the next eight years displaced from her
home.

oCamp 1|ife

sur vi

Yezidi Genocide

vor so

winters, unbearable summers. | still
think of my friends
she shares. The

helped her start again 8 with housing,
healthcare, and hope.

ol want to become a
our struggles. My biggest wish is to
return home, and for those still being
held captive to be

V O
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ces e |

than 2,300 women and girls now
redeive mmoethmyastipends threugte thed

Y a z i Yazidi Sunvivorsi haw,r andd ovér 260

Yazidi and Turkmen families have
secured residential land titles.
Ipstitutionaé rrefdrms powr allow y
survivors abroad to apply for
reparations remotely, while medical

f rcagds dprodide afbel siccdss toy @ublic

Bince 2019, vtiansformative 6 progrhsa r e Bealthcare.

has been made with support from the
Government of Iraq and the
international community. In September
2024, ten years after the Kocho
massacre of August 2014, the Kocho
Martyrsd Cemetery
hold space for the 518 Yazidis that
were executed by Daesh. Though only
153 remains have been returned and
buried at the cemetery, efforts to
recover and honour the remaining are
ongoing.

Sixty -eight of 93 identified mass graves
have been exhumed, and their remains
have been returned to surviving family

dwfiees, frdezng s hmembers for a dignified burial. More

w a expandn throughu ra anat®rmhl

A centralized platform is helping collect
data on missing persons from Yazidi,
Shabak, Turkmen, and Christian
communities. Meanwhile, psychosocial
and mental health support continues to
teferral
system supported by the International

Organization for Migration (IOM) in

Iraqg.

Still, many challenges persist. Many of
mass graves remain unexhumed, and
hundreds of remains are yet to be
identified and returned to families.

Mu c h of
including schools and clinics & is still in
need of desperate repair.

SRSG Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan visits Sharya Yazidi IDP camp in

Duhok Governorate

Sharya Camp, Duhok Governorate,

02 August 2025 - Highlighting the
plight of displaced Yazidis on the 11th
anniversary of the ISIL/Daesh
onslaught on the community and eight
year s after t he t
defeat, the Special Representative of
the United Nations Secretary -General
for Iraq and Head of the United
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI), Dr. Mohamed Al Hassan,
visited a camp of Yazidi IDPs in Duhok
Governorate.

Decrying the living conditions of the
IDPs, the Special Representative called
for action to end the plight of the Yazidi
community so that they resume their
normal life.

0This is not a stable
said. ONo Iraqi
t hat this

e K

.\TOTI,SESO‘- mllltllary

Dr . Al

i fed,
an d enmpbasizedf dftér @ itoairl of theccanepp t
situat i oncaling oont then augherified

to hleok

a1 1

Hassan

positively at improving conditions.
Yazidis were among the communities
t hat suffered t he
atrocities. Today, more than 200,000
Yazidis remain displaced, many still
living in camps. Others have returned,
but without sufficient services and
additional support they need to return
to normal lives. And there are still
some 2,600 missing Yazidis.

The ultimate goal, he added, is for the
dignified, voluntary and safe return of
the IDPs home to the Sinjar district,
Ninewa Governorate.

even
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SRSG Al Has s an OThe United Nations wi
defender of the rights of the Yazidis

Baghdad, 03 August 2025 - The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and
Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan, attended today 11 -Year
Commemoration of the Genocide
against the Yazidis and other
components.

Here is the text of his remarks at this
event:
oYour
Your Excellency, Speaker of the
Council of Representatives,

Your Excellency, Minister of Foreign
Affairs,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| start my remarks by praying for the
souls of the martyrs who fell victims to
Daesh terrorist organization. Their
souls will be immortal in the memory of
Irag and the Iraqgis for years to come.
We hope that concerted efforts will be
made to prevent the recurrence of these
massacres, and to eliminate the
extremist ideas that we hope will not
have a foothold in the Iraq of today,
tomorrow and the future.

In the name of the United Nations, |
pay tribute to and stand in solidarity
with the families of the victims,
especially our Yazidi sons and
daughters. | call on the international
community, organizations and Iraqi
officials to work together, with all their
power, to help the Yazidi victims and

IOM on X

Baghdad, 02 August 2025 &80 E I

Excell ency, Pr

even

survivors of Daesh to overcome the

remnants of the painful past, the
effects of which continue to plague the
lives and livelihoods of many of them,
who, after all these years, are still
living in difficult conditions. They are
living in camps that lack the most basic
elements of a dignified and safe life.
Such situation is neither permissible
nor befitting of Iraq. It should not
icangnueM i Thea dlignéty ,of Iraq is
embodied in the dignity and pride of
the Iraqi citizen in every part of the
country. Unfortunately, there are those
who, to this day, promote the
exclusionary extremist ideas of Daesh
and hate speech.

Distinguished leaders and people of
Iraq,

We have a duty to lift the injustice off
our partners in this country, our sons
and daughters, regardless of their
affiliation. | stress here, in the name of
the UN, the necessity of the voluntary
return of the Yazidis to their homes
and villages in Sinjar and other areas
in Iraq, as well as lifting the injustice
off other groups in Irag that have been
and are still affected.

| say it publicly that after all these
years, not a single Iraqi should remain
in displacement camps. Years have
passed since the elimination of Daesh,
but the consequences and wounds of
Daesh are still deep. There are Iraqis

years after the

Yazi di

who are still far from their rights.

Your excellency the Prime Minister,
you have made great efforts, which are
highly appreciated and welcomed.
However, they did not entirely address
the injustice on the Yazidis.

My question is: when will the Yazidis
return to their normal life that was
devastated by Daesh and others? When
will they return to Sinjar?

More than 2,600 Iragi Yazidis remain
missing, including those in captivity
and forced detention to this day in Iraq
and beyond. The search for them and
their recovery should not be through
personal efforts. It should be a joint
governmental Iragi and international
effort. We should not forget the
suffering of the Yazidis, more than
200,000 of whom are still homeless.
The United Nations, the Iraqi
government, and other unknown
soldiers worked on the drafting of the
Sinjar Agreement in 2020.
Unfortunately, for reasons known to
some of wus, it has not been
implemented to this day due to political
one-upmanship and tensions between
internal and external forces. When can
this agreement be implemented in word
and action? We call on Iraqi officials in
Erbil and Baghdad to put aside
differences and work together to unite
and put the best interests of Iraq and
Iraqis first.

Allow me here to mention that we
should not forget to work towards Iraq
that is free of extremism, Iraq where
human rights are respected and
protected for all. Let us turn this
occasion into a commitment supported
by practical and concrete steps rather
than slogans.

In conclusion, | take the opportunity to
emphasize that the United Nations will

remain the protector and defender of
the rights of the Yazidis and all Iraqis.

It will remain a loyal partner to the

country in service of the country and
the I raqis. o

genoci de on

IOM #StandWithYazidis to ensure their return is safe, dignified, and supported as they rebuild their lives and communities.

Sinjar, 03 August 2025

e

- Today marks 11 years since the Yazidi genocide.

The community gathered in Solagh, Sinjar to honour those who never came home.
Remembrance is a step toward healing, and a call for justice.

, —

Augus
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Iraqi leaders and security officials are working together with IOM
for stronger, fairer compensation mechanisms for survivors and
victims of terrorism

Baghdad, 05 August 2025 - lraqi
leaders and security officials are
working together with IOM for
stronger, fairer compensation
mechanisms for survivors and victims
of terrorism. Together, we can support
families on their path to recovery.
Healing requires fair and efficient
transitional justice mechanisms that
uphold justice and dignity.

0Si mplifying proc
coordinated support can ensure the
dignified return of survivors to their
h o me 8 sags Mr. Malik Muhammad,
Director of Regulatory Affairs for

(nagaiyjSasbi

wnilguiiy g giSajlsi)
Kiaaloaa § {
(nagailjal difilgiay

wailxiaogsil

Arcauw daoana Sullo jjal
Displaced Persons, Salah Al -Din (ruoglyasiy unligyls cibajaiogiyel
Governorate. lsoylgli
o0Compensation i s no
assistance; it is about restoring 0Creating a nati onalMahhrmtida Haned t ldemd wfi the

reduce the hardship endured by Investigation Department at the CIGE
victims, providing quick and accurate 8 Judicial Council of Kurdistan.
information to expedThiseprajeotmip esnppatedi byn thé
0 says Lieutenant Colonel Shaker governments of Norway and Sweden.

stability to families devastated by
vi ol edsays ProMazen Khalid Abo
Risha, Advisor to the Government of
Anbar for Compensation Affairs.

Working to improve access to compensation for Iragi victims of war
and terrorism

and efficiency of processing
compensation claims. These steps
represent a qualitative leap in
improving services and ensuring
transparency and justice for citizens.
These steps represent a qualitative
leap in improving services and
ensuring transparency and justice for
citizens", shared Ms. Basma
Mohammed Baseem - Deputy Chair of
the Parliamentary Displacement

Committee.
The roundtable built on previous
workshops with judges from

compensation committees in Ninewa,
Salaheddin, Kirkuk, Diyala, Anbar,

:_ 1" -~

Baghdad, 13 August 2025

i Noone registered returnee households have and Baghdad. These activities,
should be excluded from rebuilding received their financial entitlements, including the present roundtable, were
their life due to missing documentation often due to data -related challenges held as part of the project
or inefficient mechanism. and procedural delays. 0Strengthening Dat a
This principle guided a high -level The current framework, governed by Improve the Management of Internally
roundtable held in Baghdad with the Law No. 20 of 2009, has supported Di splaced Persons Ref

participation of members of the Iraqi
Parliament, including representatives
from the Legal, Finance, and
Displacement Committees, alongside
the judiciary and the General
Secretariat of the Council of Ministers.
The roundtable focused on practical
measur es t o i
compensation mechanism for conflict -
affected individuals. With an estimated
one million people still displaced within
the country, the need for reform is
imperative. Since 2019, only 27% of

many but continues to face significant
issues, including a backlog of cases,
complex procedures, and inconsistent
implementation.

Stakeholders emphasised the need for
updated data systems and referral
mechanisms to ensure timely and

mp r cequitable atcessaoqcdmpensation.

"The General Secretariat of the Council
of Ministers, in cooperation with UN -
Habitat and the Internally Durable
Solutions Fund, has developed a 12 -
month action plan to enhance the speed

jointly implemented by the
International Organization for
Migration (IOM) and UN -Habitat in
Irag, with support from the Internal

Displacement Solutions Fund.

Key priorities recommended for
implementation over the next six
months include:

A A draft amendment to Law
No. 20 (2009), developed with input
from the judiciary, the Council of
Ministers Secretariat (COMSEC) and
Parliament to reflect current realities.
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Working to improve access to compensation for Iraqgi victims of war

and terrorism (continued)

A Development and piloting of a
digital platform for compensation

applications in Anbar, Salah al -Din,
and Mosul to streamline case
management.

A A COMSEC directive to clarify
and streamline the institutional

framework of compensation

committees.

A Training 50 compensation
committee staff to improve service
delivery.

A A national communication

campaign to engage civil society and
promote transparency.

ORef orm requires

SRSG Al Hassan

statement on

perseverance, 0
Head of UN-Habi t at
with IOM and our partners, we remain
committed to supporting this process fi
through technical design, capacity
building, and ensuring that the voices
of affected Iragis shape the system that
serves them.

Our aim is to help build a
compensation process that reflects
justice, efficiency, and the aspirations
of a country striving for a more
equitable future. o
With anticipated improvements in data
systems and governance, displaced
individuatsewill gaim faster and more

the

Remembrance of and Tribute to Victims of Terrorism

Baghdad, 21 August 2025 & The
Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary -General for Iraq and

Head of UNAMI, Dr. Mohamed Al
Hassan:
ol ragqis have l ong

scourge of terrorism. Only two days
ago, the UN and the Government of

Irag marked the anniversaries of
terrorist attacks that targeted the UN
Headquarters and the Iragi Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Baghdad in 2003 and
2009. Today, Iraq has overcome its

s darfk pastrared & enjbying peacet timaeks

to the efforts and sacrifices of all Iraqgis.
On the International Day of

said
Il raq.

International

relidbies boce®ss tdQ @ampemndation for
damagedgdestrdyed property. This
means a family struggling to rebuild

their home can finally move forward; a

widow waiting for recognition of her

loss may find closure; a young person
seeking the means to continue their
education after tragedy may regain

hope.

For those affected, efficiency is not a
luxury A it is a lifeline. These reforms
will help people return to their homes
and rebuild their lives, contributing to

Il raqgds broader
durable solutions to displacement and
advancing sustainable development.

Day of

Remembrance of and Tribute to
Victims of Terrorism, observed on 21
August, we remember the sacrifices of
all components of this people, and we
salute the courage and resilience of the
survivors, reaffirming that justice has
no time limit and human rights have no
boundary. 6

UNAMI stands in solidarity with the families of the disappeared

Baghdad, 30 August 2025 - On the
International Day of the Victims of
Enforced Disappearances, UNAMI

Iraq launches its National Reintegration Strategy 2025

Baghdad, 16 July 2025 - Today marks
t he |l aunch of I
Reintegration Strategy 2025 -2027 by
the Ministry of Migration and
Displacement (MoMD), alongside the
Governmentos new
Strategy for reintegration.

Together, these strategies set a
comprehensive, all -of-government
framework to support the safe,
voluntary, and sustainable return of
Iragi nationals from northeast Syria  fi
focusing on rehabilitation, livelihoods,
housing, education, mental health and
psychosocial support and community
reconciliation.

With strong partnerships between
MoMD, UNDP, and international
partners, this is a major step toward
lasting peace and social cohesion in
return communities.

Reintegration is complex, beyond

stands in solidarity with the families of
the disappeared. The search for the
disappeared is also a search for truth

Migrations

Nat.i

onal

strategies, it needs continuous
commitment to social cohesion,
preventing violent extremism, and

and justice. All families have a right to
know the fate and whereabouts of their
loved ones.

inclusive decision -making.
UNDP and the Ministry of Migration
and Displacement (MOMD) are already

goal s
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Irag launches its National Reintegration Strategy 2025 -2027 (continued)
developing monitoring plans to ensure partnership between the Government Iragis.

these strategies translate into real of Irag, UNDP, and donors like Sweden Thank you to all local actors and
impact on the ground. and Italy showing what we can achieve communities opening their doors to
Sustainable peace and prosperity when we work as one. welcome returnees home.

depend on all of us working together. Together, wedbre pavi

This milestone is the result of a strong peaceful, sustainable returns for all

IOM on X

Baghdad, 30 July 2025 - Iraq is launching its first Higher Diploma in Migration Management.
With support from the Netherlands Embassy in Baghdad and IOM, this programme will equip professionals to lead migration
policy and solutions in line with global standards.

e

Irag launches its first National Plan to promote safe, orderly and
regular migration

Baghdad, 27 August 2025 & Iraq has
taken a historic step by launching its

first national plan on migration, a five -
year strategy designed to promote safe,
orderly and regular migration
pathways for Iragis. The plan creates
opportunities for work, education and
family reunification, while also
strengthening | raqds
governance and positioning migration

as a driver of stability and
development.

olrag i s setting an
region and beyond, showing how
national leadership and genuine
partnership can turn migration into an
engine for dignity, opportunity, and
devel opment,h o said dgtochis Dawiglidn forCohpaca g s r 4 g d sir ee xtpreati e

IOM Deputy Director General for upholds human dignity, serves the contribute to global discussions,
Operations, welcoming the launch. national interest, and aligns with our demonstrating how migration, when
0This national pl an istenationalsdomnatinegts undegr ahe well -managed, can be a choice rather
when policies are grounded in evidence Gl obal Compact for Mthap a reetessiyn ( GCM) , 6

and shaped by p e 0 gaid eE0ap Fady eGattos Minister of Here is the text of the remarks by
migration can benefit migrants, Migration and Displaced. Claudio Cordone, Deputy Special
communities, and the country as a Developed under the leadership of the Representative of the UN Secretary -
whol e. 6 Ministry of Migration and Displaced General for Iraq for Political Affairs

Iraq is both a country of origin and with the support of the International and Electoral Assistance on this event:
destination. Around two million Iragis Organization for Migration (IOM) and OHer Excellency Evan
live abroad, and thousands more are the Government of the Netherlands, of Migration and Displaced,

considering migration for various t he pl an transl at e Distinguisted duests, gl obal
reasons. More than 58,000 Iragis have commitments into national action. It is a privilege to join you today to
returned in the past seven years, o0Today, we are herleaunoh dommids First N
rebuilding their lives at home, while ourselves to ensuring that migration is Promote Safe, Orderly, and Regular

the country also hosts over 370,000 about dignity, safety, and opportunity Migration (2025 82030). The plan is a
migrant workers, mainly engaged in for migrants, their families, and the milestone that reflects both national
semi-skilled sectors such as communities they | oileadershipddne dtheC Istaemgthi oof
construction and domestic work. Cordone, Deputy Special partnership between the Government

The National Plan to Promote Safe, Representative of the Secretary - of Iraq, civil society, the international
Orderly and Regular Migration, General for Iraq. community, and those that this plan is
covering 202582030, responds to these  The launch comes as the international designed to serve.

realities, envisions stronger community prepares for the Migration has always been part of
institutional coordination and International Migration Review Forum Il raqds history. Today
engagement of the private sector, (IMRF) in 2026, where governments commit ourselves to ensure that
emphasizes data-driven decision -  will assess progress on the GCM. As a migration is about dignity, safety, and
making, and recognizes migration as a GCM Champion Country & one of the  opportunity for migrants, for their

tool for national development and states recognized for voluntarily taking families, and for the communities they

stability. a leadership role in advancing the join.Through its First National Plan,
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Irag launches its first National Plan to promote safe, orderly and

regular migration

Iraqg commits itself to manage
migration in a way that protects
human rights and contributes to

national development and stability.

This National Plan embodies the vision
and principles of the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration, adopted by the UN General
Assembly i n 2018,
comprehensive international
framework to address all dimensions of
migration in a cooperative and rights -

Cash grants distributed to 7,000 vulnerable families in Al

Baghdad, 03 July 2025 - Cash grants
distributed to 7,000 vulnerable families
in Al -Muthanna through Cash Plus
program, launched by the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs, in
coordination with the Ministry of
Health with UNICEF support.

Funded by the European Union, this
initiative will expand to reach more
women and children to strengthen
social protection in Irag.

The Minister of Labour and Social
Affairs, Mr. Ahmed Al -Asadi met with
UNICEF to announce the launch of the
program.

(continued)

based manner.

The United Nations Network on
Migration in Irag has been proud to
accompany this process. The Network
is coordinated by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) and
you will hear more about its work
shortly from my colleague Giorgi
t Gigauri, KO (Chied df Blissidn in fras).t
On behalf of the United Nations in
Irag, | commend the Government of
Iraq, especially the Minister of

I

Humanitarian

Migration and Displacement, for its
leadership, and | thank our partners,

including the Kingdom of the
Netherlands for their continuing
support.

The UN stands ready to work with all
of you to turn the ambitions of this plan
into tangible results that will benefit

not only Irag, but also the broader
global effort to make migration safe,
orderly, and regular for all.

Thank you. 6

-Muthanna

Why is UNHCR registration important for refugees and asylum

seekers in Iraq?

Baghdad, 10 July 2025
UNHCR certificate, refugees can get

- With a

government -issued residency
documents - key to moving freely and
accessing healthcare, education and
public services.

Registration _and Documentation _of
Refugees and Asylum -seekers

UNHCR in Iraq registers asylum
seekers seeking international
protection. Once refugees and asylum
seekers are registered with UNHCR,
they are in principle issued with a
UNHCR registration certification and
can approach the government

authorities for further steps leading to
the issuance of their residency
documents, namely a card issued by the
Permanent Committee on Asylum
Matters (PC -MOI) and the Personal
Identification Card (PIC) issued in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. UNHCR also

provides technical support for the
issuance of this documentation.
UNHCROG s

protection intervention for refugees and
asylum seekers as it mitigates the risk
of detention, restrictions on movement,
and prevents the risk of refoulement.
Registration and the issuance of

residency documentation also enables
access to public services.

Support with Civil Documentation for
Iragi Nationals

Having a civil identity document
birth certificate, national identity card
or housing card 0 is the first step for
any individual to be recognised as a
citizen in their country. These
documents serve as official proof of
identity, enhancing access to public
services provided by the state. UNHCR
works with the Government of Irag to
help internally displaced people (IDPs)
and other vulnerable Iragis obtain core
civil documents.

Legal Assistance

Working with partners, UNHCR
provides refugees and asylum seekers
in Irag with legal aid, including
counselling and representation. In

0 a

regi strat i 02024, over 17800 tefagges received

these services, helping them resolve
different legal challenges. UNHCR also
assists detained refugees and asylum
seekers, often arrested due to their
status or lack of documentation.
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IOM on X

Baghdad, 05 August 2025 & IOM and the Netherlands Embassy in Baghdad
are recommitting their joint efforts to support the Government of Iraq on:
continuous, dignified returns; livelihoods support for returnees; and efficient
reintegration services. Together we can support displaced communities and
start a new chapter.

Baghdad, 06 August 2025 - IOM and the Netherlands Embassy in Iraq
support national partners to improve recruitment processes in Iraq for every
migrant worker to reduce exploitation.

Working on: stronger legal framework; bilateral labour agreements; better
data on migrant workers; more trainings for recruiters on human rights.

UNHCR on X

Baghdad, 11 August 2025 - UNHCR regularly meets with refugees to hear their concerns and plans for the future.

In Dohuk, a focus group discussion with Syrian refugees on return took place to help us tailor our protection response,
ensuring decisions to return are voluntary and informed.

To support informed choices, UNHCR created Syria is Home fi a platform with information on legal steps, documents,
housing, healthcare, and education in Syria.

Explore it here: https://help.unhcr.org/irag/en/returning -home-in -syria/

Baghdad, 18 August 2025 - The Refugee Education Integration Policy was launched in 2022 in the Kurdistan Region of Irag.
It has helped enrolment rates of Syrian refugee children in public schools increase from 52% to 75%
Learn more about its impact: https://bit.ly/4Amg540ON

L ==
IOM on X

Baghdad, 25 August 2025 - IOM Iraqg and its partners are assisting displaced families obtain civil documentation & including
national IDs, birth, marriage certificates, and more  fi restoring their legal identity and hope for a better future.

UNHCR hands over a new community centre to the Iraqi authorities
in Kawargosk

Kawargosk, 25 August 2025 -
UNHCR has handed over a new
community centre to the Iraqi
authorities in Kawargosk.

Located outside of camps, this centre is
accessible to all and will provide a
space for the Government to deliver
services like child protection to both
refugee and Iraqgi families.

This handover is a key part of our
transition toward long -term solutions,
ensuring communities can continue to - et "
benefit for years to come. A e Y, w7 SR

4
»
2

W
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Erbil, 25 August 2025 d Ms. Katharina Lumpp
UNHCR Representative in Irag, met in Erbil with Mr.
Réber Ahmed, Minister of Interior - Kurdistan Regional
Government. They discussed the humanitarian situation
of IDPs and refugees in the Kurdistan Region. They
reaffirmed their commitment to protecting their rights,
addressing ongoing challenges, and working with
refugees and partners toward durable solutions until
their voluntary and dignified return home.
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UNDP Iraq 2024 Annual Report
action.

UNITED NATIONS

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
IRAQ ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Baghdad, 03 July 2025 - Behind
every project, every statistic, and every
policy, there are people @ families
returning home, women rebuilding
their communities, young people
driving change, and communities
finding hope after years of hardship.
UNDP | raqds 2024
their stories. It showcases how,
together with the people of Iraq and our

Stabilization and Development

partners, we are helping rebuild lives,
restore trust, and create new
opportunities. From supporting
displaced families and building peace,
to driving economic inclusion and
climate action, this report reflects the
human side of development f the
challenges, the hope, and the progress
made.

Discover how, together, we are helping
shape a more resilient, inclusive, and
hopeful Irag.
0AS Ilraqgq continues
stability, peace, and sustauinable
growth, UNDP stands proudly
alongside its people, committed to
empowering communities, fostering
resilience, and shaping a brighter
future together. Reflecting on our
journey from November 2022 to today,
we have seen powerful
trabnsformation, inspiring progress,
and significant achievements made
possible through collaborative
partnerships.

Our social cohesion programme has
played a critical role in reintegration
and reconciliation efforts across the
nation. In 2024 alone. With invaluable
support from our partrners o the
European Union, Denmark, Japan.
USAID, and SIDA - we finalized

A n n goeetnoraReelgva rPtandt o |Adtien to

Prevent Violente Extremism across
seven governorates, empowering

Page 34

- stories of resilience. Progress in

communities through localized
interventions. These initiatives directly
contributed to establishing 12 new
Peace Groups and facilitated the return
and reintegration of 173 displaced
families in Anbar Giovernorate.
We have also witnessed
economic resilience and
entrepreneurship among Iraqis.
Through targeted economic
reintegration
over 6.600 individuals, nearly half
women; oQffemngy casho-foa-wark
opportubnities, vocational training, and
fostering the creation of over 2,200
small businesses 9 critical steps toward
sustainable livelihoods and community
stability.

The Funding Facility for Stabilization
(FFS) continues to be a cornerstone of
our efforts, completing 3.797 essential
infrastructure projects with an
investment of US$1.05 billion. These
initiatives significantly improved
access to basic services and public
utilities across Anbar. Nineveh,
Salahuddin, Kirkuk and Diyala,
enabling thousands of displaced
families to return safely and
sustaionably to
Resident Representative for Iraq, Auke
Lootsma.

Full report is available at:
https://www.undp.org/irag/publications/
undp -iraq -2024-annual -report

incredible

In Basra, a powerful initiative is turning waste into opportunity

Basra, 30 June 2025
solutions come from the most
unexpected places i even from what
we discard.

In Basra, a powerful initiative is
turning waste into opportunity. To
tackle public health challenges,
improve urban cleanliness, and create

- Sometimes,

jobs for unemployed youth, UN -Habitat
and the European Union, in
partnership with The Aid Gate

Organization, are transforming Solid

Waste Management into a sustainable
enterprise.

44 young people and informal waste
collectors have been trained in solid

waste management and are now
preparing to: launch sustainable
businesses; establish a functional waste
cooperative;
waste system; promote a culture of
responsible waste disposal.

This initiative goes beyond cleaning the
city, itodos about
creating livelihoods, and building a
greener future.

In a related activity, for one full month,
The Aid Gate Organization led an
i mpactful i
informal settlements to unite the
community around long -term solutions
for solid waste management.

The activities included: door -to-door
awareness campaigns on best practices
for household waste segregation;
community clean -up drives;
distribution of trash bins to support
proper waste disposal.

projects

their

support

cha

nterventic

Toget her, wedr e not
streets i wedre building a
sustainability and shared

responsibility.
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Cooling homes, strengthening resilience!

Mosul, 07 July 2025 - UN-Habitat
Irag, in partnership with Sumitomo
Corporation, one of the largest
Japanese worldwide general trading
companies, has successfully completed
the application of Miracool paint on the
48 water tanks of the social housing
units in Rajm Hadeed neighbourhood,
Mosul.

As part of the Japan Village Project,
funded by the Government of Japan,
this initiative marks another step
forward in promoting climate -adaptive
infrastructure for returnee
communities.

Miracool paint, an innovative Japanese
paint technology, reduces heat
absorption by reflecting sunlight,
keeping water tanks cooler and
reducing energy needs. With its high
solar reflectivity and eco -friendly
composition, the application helps
enhance energy efficiency and climate

From crisis to

Baghdad, 08 July 2025 - The Arab
region is grappling with a complex web

of crises i from political instability

and economic hardship to escalating
humanitarian emergencies. These
challenges are deepened by ongoing
conflicts, resource scarcity, and
governance gaps, placing immense
strain on communities and slowing

progress for millions.

In the face of these challenges, UNDP
is present before, during, and after

crisis strikes. We work hand in hand

with governments, civil society, and the

private sector to prevent and reduce

risks, respond to emergencies, and
support long -term recovery and
resilience.

As one of UNDPOGs
plays a vital role in these efforts. From
crisis recovery and climate action to
poverty reduction and inclusive
governance, flexible 'core' funding from
Denmark ensures that resources are
swiftly directed where they are most
urgently needed. In countries like
Syria, I ragq
support to UNDP is saving lives,
protecting livelihoods, and supporting
peace across the Arab region.

Supporting _Stabilization and Social

resilience

top

and Ye

Cohesion in Iraq
I n Il ragqg, wi t h

funding for the Funding Facility for
Stabilization (FFS), over 160 projects
have been completed, improving the

t hank

resilience in one
vulnerable areas. Iraq is ranked as the
fifth most vulnerable country to the
effects of climate change by the UN.
Together with the earlier
implementation of Miracool paint on
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tifefwated tanRsda Bab SWjarsSbcial
Housing Complex, this achievement,
with a total of 100 painted water tanks,
highlights the powerful role of Public -
Private Partnership (PPP) in building a
more sustainable urban future for Iraq.

0 UNDP partners with Denmark to
empower peace and sustainable futures in the Arab Region

lives of nearly 1,5 million people.
Denmar kds support
clearance of thousands of tonnes of
debris through emergency employment,
helping UNDP and the Government of
Irag rebuild infrastructure and
housingfi and allowing 5 million Iragis
to return home.

The Al Qadisiyah Substation in Ramadi
was severely damaged during the
conflict, cutting off reliable electricity
for thousands of people. Its restoration
has since brought power back to
150,000 people, marking a critical step
toward recovery. In Kirkuk, the
rehabilitation of a key irrigation
regulator now delivers water to 235
villages, enabling daily life to resume:
oOdodays, f Bemeaskin
to the vital water resources they need
for agricultural
Ibrahim, a UNDP civil engineer on the
project.

Emergency jobs, vocational training

pro

and start -up grants have provided

h pepple ewitla lihe etabls toh revitalize

businesses and restore livelihoods.
Through the programme over 1,5
million people found work through
activities like cash -for-work
programmes, and thousands of small
businessesfi many led by women fi
received grants, vocational training,
and a new lease.

After years of conflict, strengthening
social cohesion is essential to fostering
inclusive citizen engagement and
laying the groundwork for a peaceful
future. Through its support to the Iraq
Social Cohesion Programme, the
Government of Denmark is helping
build the foundations of a peaceful and

t Ineusigeriraca The aregeamraec fosers s

trust within communities and between
ditizeng and imstithitiorss,acyeatingDtlaen a
conditions for sustainable development,
return, and reintegration.

In partnership with the Office of the
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From crisis to resilience 0 UNDP partners with Denmark to

empower peace and sustainable futures in the Arab Region (continued)

National Security Advisor (ONSA), the
programme has led the development

Committees, bringing together tribal,
religious, government, and community

misinformation, and engaged over 400
religious and tribal leaders in dialogue

and rollout of local action plans to actors, have been established, trained, to support-tetntpaageds | ong
prevent violent extremism in 15 and supported. Their efforts have More than the sum of its parts,
governorates. enabled 5,954 displaced families to Denmar kds support to

As a result, 38 million Iragis are now
covered by strategies that confront the
root causes of violent extremism, while
respecting Il raqgds
Notably, the rollout of these plans has
sparked remarkable local ownership:
for every initiative funded by UNDP,
communities have stepped up to
implement 13 more on their own.

The programme has also supported
robust and locally -owned
infrastructures for peace to emerge as
the driving actors in ensuring social
cohesion in Iraq. Across five liberated
governorates, 26 Local Peace

return home and led to local peace
agreements rooted in community
dialogue.

i Toh ensueenthose dften deft soutt are

leading peacebuilding efforts, 20 Youth
and Women Peace Groups have been
formed. Carrying out over 200
community -driven initiatives and
reaching more than 30,000 people, the
groups have created safe spaces for
marginalized voices across the country.
The programme has also strengthened
over 200 local organizations, trained
more than 400 media professionals and
citizen journalists to counter

Cohesion Programme has contributed
to increasing stability across Iraq that

has allowed other UNDP Iraq
programmes to reintegrate 2,197 Iragis
returning from the Al Hol camp in

northeast Syria into their communities.

This investment in social cohesion
continues to
from humanitarian response to
sustainable development, renewing

prospects for a peaceful and inclusive

future.

By UNDP Arabic.

Construction of the 3rd residential building at the Japan Village
Project site in Mosul has officially started

Mosul, 16 July 2025 - Construction of
the 3rd Residential Building at the
Japan Village Project Site in Mosul Has
Officially Started!

The new residential building will add
24 social housing units, increasing the
vill agebds capacity
than 500 returnees.

This expansion is made possible
through the continued support of the
Government of Japan, a long -standing

UNHCR on X

Domiz Camp, 20 July 2025

partner of UN -Habitat Iraq, as well as
solid relationships with the
Government of Iraq and Japanese
Partners under the Public -Private
Partnership (PPP).

Together, we are supporting Irag in
advancitgo durebié a sokutionso rfoe
displaced families in Ninewa and
setting a model for inclusive urban
recovery and sustainable development
across the country.

- UNHCR is powering its operations with sustainable, low

e —

UN Sustainable Development Group: from care work to climate jobs:
how local action is powering global progress on decent work

Mosul, 26 July 2025 - In Mosul, a
construction site hums with activity.
The process moves beyond bricks and
mortar to rebuilding lives and an
economy after years of crisis.

Iraq faces a housing shortage of over 3

With coordination led by the Resident
Coordinator, BEIT is delivering
climate -smart vocational training,
launching green innovation hubs, and
supporting SMEs in the construction
sector. Irag now has its first modular

-cost energy solutions. A new solar
system now powers the registration centre in Domiz refugee camp, cutting pollution, lowering costs, and keeping services
running for thousands of refugees.

under pin

million units. But with the EU  -funded  training curriculum for green
Building Equitable and Inclusive construction. And t he
Transformation (BEIT) programme, National Housing Policy places job

jointly led by UN -Habitat, ILO, and
International Trade Centre (ITC), the
country is turning that gap into a
springboard for jobs, sustainability, and
social inclusion.

creation at its core.

In just one year, BEIT is showing that

housing can do more than shelter; it
can power recovery, climate action and
decent work.
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Climate -smart constructi on l raqds future

Baghdad, 24 July 2025 (ITC News) -
lragds $21 billion
drive green jobs and climate action,
with strong EU support and key
reforms.

Irag is facing a deepening housing
crisis, but also a transformative
opportunity. A recent study presented
in Baghdad shows that while the
overall construction market was valued
at $21 billion in 2023, housing
construction is emerging as a critical
driver for job creation and climate
resilience.

The research, presented during a
business breakfast titled "Building the
Future: Market Opportunities and
Chall enges in I r
Construction Sector”, is based on
surveys with over 900 households and
250 firms across six cities. It highlights
that Iragi households spent an
estimated $2.7 billion annually on
home improvements alone, an activity
that could generate between 116,000
and 490,000 jobs per year if harnessed
through targeted investment and policy
reform.
The event

brought together key

A policy dialogue held in

legal reform

POLICY DIALOGUE

national and regional consultations
to strengthen Housing, Land, and
Property rights

2

Erbil, 28 July 2025 - Today, UN -

ministries, private sector actors, and
htlee [EBgIN@EGNg Wniorete axplore padicy | d
and market solutions.

Organized under the BEIT project, co -
implemented by the International
Trade Centre and funded by the
European Union, the event highlighted
urgent needs and promising paths
forward.

0OAccording to our
around 28% of the population lives in
overcrowded
Mohammed Muhsen from the Ministry
of Construction
bottlenecks remain: land availability
and access to

or re W n g

Iragi households spend an estimated
$2.7 billion annually on home
improvements, reflecting not only
demand for better living conditions but

also growing concerns about extreme
heat, water scarcity, and flooding.

This demand could create hundreds of
thousands of jobs annually. However,
most small firms are not equipped to
meet market requirements. One in
three small firms lists skills shortages,

and

lack of access to finance, or weak
coordination as the main challenges to

meeting market demand.

Although 65% of households are
interested in energy -efficient upgrades
and 60% are willing to pay more, fewer

than half of the firms offer green

construction services.

Building climate -smart solutions

The ITC study shows that many Iraqis
are already taking steps to improve
their homes in response to extreme
weather and energy challenges
improving insulation, upgrading
windows, and embracing solar energy.
But gaps remain in financing,
awareness, and firm readiness.
Participants called for improved
training, green incentives, and
increased trust among households,
firms, and institutions.

|l attddterledssiangneadyvdy,r

and consistent application of building

condi triegonbkatéi orssa,iéd emphasi z

from the lIraqi Engineers Syndicate.
tiBes mnygs
technical

finance. 06

About the project

O0Buil ding Equitabl e

Transformati ono-fupdBcE! T)

initiative, is a joint effort by UN -
Habitat, the International Labour
Organization, and the International
Trade Centre. The programme aims to
drive economic growth by creating
decent job opportunities through
advancing lIraq's affordable and
sustainable housing initiatives, and by
strengthening the construction sector.

Erbil to advance land registration and

Habitat, in collaboration with 13 Iraqi
civil society organizations, held a policy
dialogue in Erbil to advance land
registration and legal reform under the
Netherlands -funded project Policy
Dialogue for Legislative Reform. This
was the first of four planned national
and regional consultations to
strengthen Housing, Land, and
Property (HLP) rights.

The session demonstrated strong
engagement and awareness, with
proposals to include public sector and
other sectors.

Participants stressed and appreciated
to UN -Habitat the importance of
inclusive dialogue and recommended
forming working groups to bridge civil

society and government institutions in
reviewing outdated land laws.
Discussions highlighted key priorities:
the digitization of property records
not only as a logical step but as a
means to enhance transparency and
inclusiveness; the provision of gender -
responsive legal aid; and the
development of governorate -level legal
action plans that can serve both public
institutions and private stakeholders.
Participants also acknowledged that,
while inclusive laws may exist, certain
forms of discrimination persist. These
must be identified and addressed as
part of the legal review process to
ensure meaningful reform before new
legislation is introduced.

shwal deyonl y
review and
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Need to strengthen and effectively enforce building safety standards

and enhance urban resilience across Iraq

Baghdad, 29 July 2025 - During a
meeting today with the Minister of

Construction, Housing, and Public
Municipalities, Bankin Rikani, the

Deputy Special Representative of the
UN Secretary -General and Resident
Coordinator for Iraq, Ghulam lIsaczai,

and Head of UN Habitat, Muslim

Qazimi, reiterated the condolences of
the United Nations and its offer of

assistance over the recent tragic fire in
Wasit Governorate, which claimed the
lives of more than 60 people. They
underscored the urgent need to
strengthen and effectively enforce
building safety standards and enhance
urban resilience across lIrag. Mr. >
|l saczai reaffirmed the UNG6s continued
commit ment to suppor tMinisty il firelgidgs the Nationalt s
toward safer, more inclusive, and more Housing Policy (NHP) - a key
resilient urban development. component of the broader housing
The meeting also focused on UN - reform agenda aimed at establishing

Habitatés techni cal clearuang cenfarceabte o stantards to

Iraq launches Multidimensional Poverty Index Report

Baghdad, 30 July 2025 - The
Government of Irag, in partnership
with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford
Poverty and Human Development
Initiative (OPHI), has officially
launched the Irag Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) analytical report fi
marking a major step forward in the
countryads under st a
response to poverty. The launch also
includes a presentation of the
methodology for developing the
Womends Poverty | ndeXH
one of the few countries in the region to :
establish a dedicated women -specific
poverty measurement tool.

The 2024 MPI reveals that poor
populations experience 10.8% of total
deprivations, particularly in education,
housing, and access to digital services.
However, the report also notes
significant progress, including a nearly
50% reduction in the national MPI
since 2011, along with a continued

in 2024, we are determined to adopt

policies and plans
reduce the
H.E. Dr. Muhammed Tamim, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Planning of Iraq.

The Multidimensional Poverty Index

to continuously

decline in income poverty, which also uncovers key disparities often
currently stands at 17.5%. overlooked in traditional poverty
0This report i s mor e statiftiesn prgvidisgt detailedmdyigence ;

it is a policy tool that informs us about
vulnerable groups and ways to support
them. This report will directly

of deprivation at the governorate and
sector levels, especially across
education, health, and living standards.

contribute to identifying basic needs ol raq has made
and improving the conditions of citizens these data also show us where we need
in the governorates, in light of the t o focus our

priorities it reflects, spatially and
sectorally. Although the value of the
multidimensional poverty index
decreased from 11.4% in 2018 to 10.8%

Sascha Graumann,
Resi dent
some governorates, such as Kirkuk and
Baghdad, have shown encouraging

UNDP Deputy

ol pjg - djoll gulas gugd) (il spudl glles dalcy

@iilagll alesdl saeis jaall Juls pidi Gibl

val ue of

ensure safety and dignity in homes,

workplaces, and public spaces. The
launch of NHP is expected to take place
in August, as agreed with the Minister
during the meeting.

ﬁ@ ===l J

ariasll a1ad @le 2aas jgisall SLiwdl

results, others i such as Muthanna,
Missan, and Salah al -Din, still face
relatiiely shigh teweble xof depriwaton d
across several dimensions. Now that
material poverty is beginning to
decline, it is time to ensure that no
region, woman, or community in Iraq is

|l eft behind. o

ol am delighted t o
launch of the national
Multidimensional Poverty Index for

Iraq. From the University of Oxford, it
has been an honour to collaborate on

i mp o rthis a pidneerigga imeasyre \ith t the

Ministry of Planning, the Commission

col | ecdfi Statistiesf farmdr tGsagaphisad i d

Information Systems, and the

Repr esent at iKurdistan Regidnal Statistics®ifide,iall e

supported by UNDP. We deeply admire
the skilled, competent, innovative, and
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Iraq launches Multidimensional Poverty Index Report

dedicated teams that made this
possible, 6 said
Director of the Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative (OPHI).

The MPI report is based on the Iraq

Household Socio-Economic Survey
(202362024) and includes five
dimensions: education, health, living

standards, employment, and exposure
to shocks. The inclusion of employment

Prof

Stabilization and Development

and household shocksfi such as climate
ehange or i®anie i imstabilith 1A kmakese , MPI to better target resources, guide
t h mcalmmasning, coednmoeitort puogresk y

Il ragds

MP I

one of

relevant tools in the region.
The findings of this report support the

Iraqi

National

Development
(202402028) and are aligned with

Plan

global commitments to the Sustainable
Development Goals, particularly Goal

1: No Poverty. Policymakers and

UN -Habitat, in partnership with Janaeen Al

Development is proud to advance sustainable, climate

affordable housing solutions in Iraq

Baghdad, 31 July 2025 - UN -Habitat,
in partnership with Janaeen Al -Iraq for
Sustainable Development & Official
member of World Green Building
Council, is proud to advance
sustainable, climate -resilient, and
affordable housing solutions in Irag.

The collaboration will support the
integration of green building measures
into the construction of housing units
in Mosul and Ramadi, while also
strengthening institutional capacities
and promoting long -term
environmental impact.

Key components of the partnership
include:

1) Incorporation of green design
solutions in housing construction

2) Development of a localized toolbox
for energy -efficient materials and
technologies suited to the Iraqgi context
3) Delivery of capacity -building
training modules for government
housing practitioners on green building
practices

4) Drafting of a comprehensive
sustainability plan for the
establishment and operation of Green
Technology Centres.

These contributions are being

United Nations on X

Beirut, Lebanon, 02 August 2025 -
Deputy Secretary -General of the
United Nations, Amina J Mohammed:
"Committed to the #SDGs and building
a better world for all.

UN Resident Coordinators in the Arab
States are working with communities
to respond to regional crises, tackle
water stress, and support young people
as agents of change.

Their efforts are helping unlock the
regionds potential

progress for people and planet.”

established
Equitable

Page 39

(continued)

development partners can now use the

over time. UNDP will continue to
support the Government of Irag in
translating this data into impactful
action, ensuring that every lIraqi has
the opportunity to live a sustainable
and dignified life.
N

-lraq for Sustainable
-resilient, and

# @

IRAQ GBC  UN-HABITAT

Teaming Up to
Advance Green

Housing in Iraq

under
and

the Building
Inclusive

Transformation (BEIT) programme, an
EU -funded initiative jointly led by UN

Habitat, the

Organization,

International

and the

Labour
International

Trade Centre, that aims to drive
economic growth by creating decent job
opportunities through advancing Iraq's

affordable and sustainable housing
initiatives and strengthening the

construction sector.
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Iraq moves closer to a National SME Policy: validation workshop

held in Baghdad

Baghdad, 06 August 2025 - Today,
the Ministry of Planning (MOP), with
support from the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and funding from
Italy through the Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation (AICS),
hosted a national validation workshop
in Baghdad to review and endorse the
first draft of
Small and Medium Enterprise (SME)
Development.

The event convened key government
institutions  including MOLSA, MOT,
MOHE, MOA, CBI, IFl, and the
Private Sector Development Council
alongside private sector stakeholders
and international partners, fostering
national dialogue on SME development
priorities.

I n her opening
Asady, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Planning and Administrative Affairs,
emphasi zed: O0Thi s
foundation for economic resilience,
supporting innovation and job creation
across lraq. 66

Maha Kattaa, ILO Country

commi t ment, stati
support Il ragds
inclusive SME ecosystem that promotes
decent work, green transformation and
sustainabl e
The workshop featured two interactive
sessions:

- Policy Alternatives Discussion
Participants reviewed legislative and
institutional options, including

rema

ng:
ef f obyt the

reforming Law No. 10 of 2012 and
establishing a national SME authority.

- Implementation Planning
Groups validated strategic tracks such
as regulatory reform, access to finance,
skills development, market
development and diversification, and
innovation, identifying priorities and
timelines for implementation.

Feedback gathered during the group
sessions and plenary discussions
provided valuable insights and
practical recommendations, which will
bekirstegratet énto ahé &inal ¥eksion of
the policy document to ensure it is
responsive, feasible, and inclusive,
preparhtiondoy its official appeoval and
launch.

Thi s milestone f al
project: 0OTowards
employment through enhanced support

I raqo6Go oNradii mantad r ,P o Iriecayf ffi aonpevdte sdctbre in sbuth€d baqg o
artopusudntg@reen

wbd Wh
Itdlian Mibistry |ofl Foreigm
Affairs and International Cooperation
through the Italian Agency for

devel op m®&eavelopdent Cooperation (AICS).

The workshop affirmed a strong
national commitment to an enabling
policy environment for SME growth,
inclusive entrepreneurship, and green
transition.

United Nations and Government of Iraq deliver transformative
results for sustainable development in 2024

0Ny 4
A.NNU%‘ q"
RESULTS
REPORT

rans

Baghdad, 14 August 2025 0 The
United Nations Country Team (UNCT)
in lraq, working closely with the
Government of Iraq, has launched the
2024 UN Annual Results Report,
highlighting transformative

achievements that have accelerated
Il ragds progress
Development Goals (SDGSs)
national development priorities.
The report marks the conclusion of the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Cooperation Framework
(UNSDCF) 2020 62024 and reflects the
collective impact of 23 UN agencies
partnering with national institutions,
civil society, the private sector, and
international
most urgent challenges while laying the
foundation for long -term stability and
prosperity.

In 2024, joint UN &8Government efforts
delivered impactful results across five
priority areas:

1. Social Cohesion, Protection
and Inclusion: Nearly 285,000 children,
women, and families accessed child
protection and domestic violence
response services. Housing
rehabilitation supported 2,695 returnee
families, while 209 community policing
initiatives -built trust between law
enforcement and residents.

and

Peacebuilding advanced through the

t o w a endageméneof 436veem and golbith ia

Local Peace Committees, driving
reconciliation and promoting peaceful
coexistence in conflict -affected areas.

2. Economic Growth for All: The
UN boosted inclusive economic
opportunities by creating 1,300 jobs
and 62,000 worker days in Nineveh and
Duhok. Livelihood support packages
strengthened resilience for 8,209

29% women - were linked to
employment through service centres.
To stimulate local economies, $7
million in grants helped 540 SMEs
expand, while the renovation of 50
dairy centres created 730 jobs.
Additionally, 465 entrepreneurs were
trained by UN -certified trainers to
start or grow businesses.

3. Effective, Inclusive and
Efficient Institutions and Services: The
UN supported
census in over three decades, a
milestone for data -driven policy and
equitable resource allocation.

| s
mo r

par t ne hasehols, shilel 7,238 fob -beekarg 6 s

Il raqgds
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United Nations and Government of Iraq deliver transformative

results for sustainable development in 2024

Education services improved for 1.5
million children - 53% girls - through
the school-based management model,
while 47% of 290,418 identified out -of-
school children re -enrolled through the
Back-to-Learning Campaign. In the
Kurdistan Region, 158,000 displaced
children gained access to sustainable
education. In health, seven national
information systems strengthened
planning, and 200 facilities adopted the
WASHFIT framework to improve
water, sanitation, and hygiene services.
4. Natural Resource
Management and Climate Resilience:
Efforts to safeguard resources and
address climate change included
installing over 548,000 smart water
meters in 15 governorates and
reclaiming 2,700 dunums of drought -
affected farmland, boosting crop yields

by 20%. Training reached 1,812
farmers and officials, while 2,500
farmers adopted conservation

agriculture and agroecology practices.
Youth engagement saw 1,000 young
people contribute to climate research

and local solutions to water scarcity.
Improved sanitation and eco -friendly
wastewater treatment benefitted
56,000 health workers and patients in
11 facilities.

5. Durable Solutions to
Displacement: Over 40,000 displaced
Iragis obtained civil documentation,
securing access to public services. Land
tenure was provided to 6,110 minority
community members - 48% women -
while 1.4 million m? of land was cleared
of explosive ordnance for farming,
housing, and infrastructure. Livelihood
assistance supported 39,231 returnees,
including women, youth, and persons
with disabilities, and 2,364 households
voluntarily returned, relocated, or
reintegrated in areas such as Mosul,
Sinjar, Bab6aj, and
The report also highlights the critical
role of the Federal Government, the
Kurdistan Regional Government, local

authorities, and civil society
organizations in implementing
initiatives that

needs and priorities.

(continued)

The UNCT expressed deep appreciation
to all donors whose generous support
made these results possible, enabling
the UN to mobilize over US$ 424
million in 2024, channeling resources
into high -impact programs that
improve lives and strengthen
communities across Irag.

As Iraqg and the UNCT prepare to
launch the new UNSDCF for 2025 &
2029, the focus will remain on
accelerating progress toward the SDGs
through six key transitions: equality,
investment, urbanization, energy, food
systems, and digital transformation.
0The results in
end point - they are a platform for
deeper, faster acti
Isaczai, the Deputy Special

A Represegtative Adf th& &N |Sacjetrly .-

General for Irag, Humanitarian and

Resident Coordinator for Iraq.
0Together with the
our partners, and the people we serve,
we are committed to building a future

all lraqis. o

Building livelihoods: a small shop contributes to the local economy

in Gawilan refugee camp

Dohuk, 20 August 2025 - Every
morning in Gawilan Refugee Camp,
located in Dohuk Governorate in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, as the
narrow lanes fill with voices greeting
the day, Hawas walks to his small shop
that allows him to provide for himself
and his family.
opened the shop last year, selling
household goods, sweets, and small
supplies.. The shop, like others, has
now become an important part of the
camp economy, with customers from all
parts of the camp, which currently
hosts more than 11,000 refugees. And
at an individual level, it has assured
the self-reliance of Hawas and his
family.

Hawas fled his hometown in northeast
Syria in 2019 because of ongoing
fighting. He brought with him a strong
entrepreneurial spirit and a wide range
of skills gained from running a food
shop back home in Syria.

When Hawas arrived in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq with his wife and four
children, they first lived in Bardarash
camp. Even in that temporary setting,
he used his experience to open a small
shop beside his tent. Three years later,
Hawas and his family moved to
Gawilan camp in Duhok Governorate.

Wi t h

Established in 2013, Gawilan is home
to over 11,000 Syrian refugees.

To help vulnerable refugee -households
earn a living, in 2024, UNHCR built 45
new shops in Gawilan and gave them to
those who needed additional support to

find livelihood opportunities. Today,
these shops cover many different
businesses, including phone shops, food
stores, bicycle repair shops, vegetable
stands, pastry and sweets shops,
electricity tool and maintenance
services, tailoring, and clothing stores,
depending on the skills and experience

of the refugees managing them, and the
demands of the camp economy.

When Hawas received his shop, he
stocked it and started his business.
0They gave me this
worked before and had experience with
running with a
kitchen supplies, perfumes, hygiene
products, toys, and other household
items."

0The small i ncome
support my family and cover my
childrenfés needs. 0
Inside the neatly arranged shop,

this

on,

Gov

r e fofl setility, opportumity,tasd dighity foe r s e

s hc

shop, 6

| r

Ha w
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Building livelihoods: a small shop contributes to the local economy

in Gawilan refugee camp

colourful goods brought from outside
the camp line the shelves. Prices are
kept low. Hawas also allows neighbours
to buy on credit when they cannot pay
immediately. Sometimes, he even gives

items for free. ol
be poor, 6 he says.
ot her s, and now |

Hawas explains that life in the camp
can be difficult. Humanitarian aid has
been reduced in recent years, making it
harder for many families to get by.
Prices for basic goods continue to rise.
ol n t he past,
Hawas says.
on ourselves. The shop is my only
source of income. 0

In Iraq, refugees and asylum -seekers

registered with UNHCR have access to

k

o
h e 1By for Hawsas, dving im Gawikare campd

peopl
ONow we

(continued)

government issued documentation and
work permits, enabling them to move
between cities, run businesses, and join
the workforce. These policies facilitate
the self-reliance of refugees, allowing

themnto gemirdute to the logaé econgmy t o
by

and {pstes thetr inclusion inte sopiatyd

which is in a remote location far from
other towns and cities, his health
condition limits his ability to travel and
work outside the camp. His shop has
therefore been vital in providing for
@aily incenejtaesgppors lis family. &or 6
Hawsag, ethe tshop dneanse mare than
money. It is a symbol of stability in
uncertain times. 0l
shop for luxury, o
to provide for my family. I want my

Joint Coordination Forums

h ethissstry.s .

children to finish school and build a
better Iife. That
dream. 6

As global funding for humanitarian aid
faces cuts, the investments in livelihood
projects like this are bearing fruit.
Helping refugees earn their own living
reduces dependency on aid, brings back
dignity and hope, and contributes to
the local economy.

ol rely on
organi zations t hat
Hawas says. 0 We al
home one day. But until then, | will
keep wor king har d
future. o

dillp Carlislie canttibotedi repgrting i s
ol just want
By Rasheed Hussein Rasheed, UNHCR

God

Ninewa, 30 July 2025

smart agriculture in Ninewa.

- The 13th Ninewa Joint Coordination Forum brought
together local authorities, UN agencies, and NGOs to discuss the challenges,
explore ways to better align the work with government's priorities, and

exchange experiences on modern irrigation, water management, and climate

priorities.

Kirkuk, 21 August 2025
(JCF) brought together local authorities, UN agencies, and NGOs to discuss
key challenges and explore ways to better align their work with government

- Today, the 10th Kirkuk Joint Coordination Forum

The meeting highlighted major challenges, including those related to reverse

migration from villages to cities, driven by water scarcity and climate change.

Agriculture

A recent scientific study from the University of Baghdad confirmed

the effectiveness of using molasses in buffalo feeding

Baghdad, 02 July 2025 - A recent
scientific study from the University of
Baghdad confirmed the effectiveness of
using molasses in buffalo feeding,
based on findings from a Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) project "Restoration and

Strengthening of Agri -Food Systems

Resilience in Southern Iraq"
implemented with the Ministry of
Agriculture and funded by the

European Union.

The study advocated expanding FAO
techniques in buffalo breeding, proven
effective in boosting productivity and
cutting costs in southern Iraq's
marshlands and other Iraqi
governorates. It is worth noting that
the Iragi Ministry of Agriculture has

supported buffalo breeders by using
this technique in several governorates,
as one of the key elements in buffalo
feeding and milk production
improvement, which the study

recommended to continue.

and
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Cooperatives initiated under the project continue to empower rural
women, create job opportunities, and boost food security

Nineweh, 02 July 2025

the follow -up on the exit strategy of
completed EU funded project
implemented by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations in cooperation with the Iraqi
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), the
deputy Minister of Agriculture, Dr.
Mithag Al Khafaji and FAO Iraq
Representative, Salah El Hajj Hassan,
and local officials spend a day in Al -
Hamdiyah in Nineveh.

Though the project ended, its impact is
still visible, thanks to strong
community ownership, continuous
capacity development and institutional
collaboration with MoA.

Cooperatives initiated under the project
continue to empower rural women,
create job opportunities, and boost food
security. Local officials visited
Qaraqosh district in Nineveh to assess
sustainability and long -term impact.
Officials met with farmers, members of

- As part of AR A A 2Ry Y
3 8 bl s

HadlagLl

engagement fosters inclusive growth
and strengthens rural livelihoods.

During the visit, interviews were
conducted with cooperative members as
part of a regional initiative led by the
FAO Office in Near East and North

9%\-3&‘4\_;‘
et TE W

2025 UN
Cooperatives.
As we mark this week the International
Day of Cooperatives, we celebrate how
cooperatives like Ashour Dairy
Cooperative drive long -lasting

International Year of

Ashour Cooperative, who have Africa to document cooperative success development, improve resilience, and
expanded their businesses fi stories across the region, in celebration build a better
demonstrating how sustained local of FAObBs 80t h anni vemnsuaities and t he
FAO and partners review progress on Sustainable Development

Goal i ndicators under FAOO0s custodi
Erbil, 09 July 2025 - Food and FAO Representative in Irag, Dr. Diaa I

Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in collaboration with the
Commision of Statistics and GIS,
Ministry of Planning and Ministry of
Agriculture and Water Resources,
Kurdistan Region, held a 3 day
workshop to review progress on
Sustainable Development Goal
indicators wunder

Kazim, Head of the Commision of
Statistics & GIS, MoP, and Dr. Zaida

Karim, DG of Planning at the MOAWR

in the Kurdistan Region, and attended

by senior officials from relevant
authorities.

The workshop reviewed methodologies
and reporting mechanisms for 22 SDG

F A Odndicamns s fi o drnihanairgyh acpuracy,

future

ans

The workshop focused on key themes transparency and data systems in Iraqg.
including: food security & nutrition; El-Haj Hassan thanked participants 3 ¢
wat er use efficiencgnd woereefnfdisr mednd AOD ¢
ownership rights; and, income of small -  supporting national efforts to monitor
scale producers. SDG progress.

It was opened by Salah ElHaj Hassan,

Enhancing beekeeping in the Kurdistan Region

Erbil, 02 July 2025 - Teams from testing, marketing, standards, quality
FAO, MoAWR in KRI, beekeeping certifications and traceability to protect
associations and key stakeholders "3

di scussed Il ragds be
focusing on: establishing an electronic
farm registry and database; beekeeping
challenges and honey production;
applying models for producing local
seedlings to sustain bee pastures.

During the meeting, an electronic
registration form was presented to
collect data on beekeepers and their
production practices.

The discussion focused also on honey

consumers
livelihoods

and support

beekeepers'
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First Gene/Seed Bank in Kurdistan Region to preserve lIrag's

agricultural heritage

Sulaymaniyah, 07 July 2025 - Under
the auspices of H.E. Mr. Qubad
Talabani, Deputy Prime Minister of the
Kurdistan Regional Government, Iraq
marked a major step toward
safeguarding its agricultural heritage
and enhancing its food security with
the laying of the foundation stone for
the first -ever Gene/Seed Bank in the
Region. The facility, located in Hawari
Shar Park in Sulaymaniyah, is funded
by the European Union (EU) and
implemented by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), in collaboration with
the Federal and Regional Governments
as part of t he

Strengthening the Resilience of Agri -

Food Systems in
facility will enable the preservation of
plant genetic diversity, enhance food
security, and build resilience against
climate change.

The event was inaugurated by H.E.
Deputy Prime Minister of the
Kurdistan Regional Government, Mr.
Qubad Talabani; H.E. Minister of
Agriculture and Water Resources, Ms.
Begard Talabani; the Governor of
Sulaymaniyah, Dr. Haval Abubakir;
the Mayor of Sulaymaniyah, Ms. Leyla
Omar Ali; the FAO Representative in

Iraq, Mr. Salah El Hajj Hassan; along

number of senior
academic and

with a
representatives from
agricultural institutions.
H.E. Mr Qubad Talabani, Deputy
Prime Minister, emphasised the
importance of this initiative, saying:
060The gene bank is
future; it protects our past and secures
our future. 0

The Gene/Seed bank is a strategic
facility for
genetic diversity, which includes over
3,500 plant species originating from the
ancient civilizations that once
flourished in Iraq fi the cradle of

0 Rudligation. aTthese n speaiésd hold

scientific, historical, and human value

| r aagréss the cegiancand globakye The

facility will enable the conservation of
rare plant genetic resources, including
wild varieties of grains, vegetables, and
indigenous crops. It will also
strengthen Il raqds
seeds and make use of valuable genetic
traits fi such as drought tolerance i
from wild species to support the
development of more climate -resilient

crops.
In her remarks, H.E. Minister Begard
Tal abani stated:

represents a strategic milestone in the

an

consery

0 dohskersationi

journey of developing the agricultural

sector by protecting plant diversity and
supporting scientific research. It will

enable farmers to benefit from our
historical plant heritage and will allow

us to preserve our agricultural legacy

for future generations
FAO Representative in Irag, Mr. Salah

El Hajj Hassan, expressed his sincere
appreciation to FAOO®s
in the federal government and the
Kurdistan Regional Government for
their close collaboration and support.
He also acknowledged and thanked the
European Union for funding this
initiative under the scope of the
ORestoration and
Resilience of Agri-Food Systems in
lraqg, 6 project, whi c|
follow-up to the recommendations
resulting from the FAO Director -
General visit to Iraq and his meetings

with senier officrale. he added that thih e

facility represents a center for scientific
innovation in research and resilience -
building. It enables the preservation of

i nggdgs adhdstwoirélcapl anan
agricultural heritage, ensures that

future generations can benefit from it,

and stands as a test a
commi t ment t o transf c
agricultural legacy into a powerful tool

for sustainable develo
The gene bank will house modern

storage vaults, laboratories, research

and training facilities, and seed data
documentation and conservation areas.

Future expansion is anticipated to

Stre

c aipcludei & fjeld tgene baokn s etissuee

culture laboratory, and a cryobank.

The initiative directly contributes to
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly SDG 2: Zero
Hunger and SDG 13: Climate Action,
by investing in biodiversity
ardt dlirmatei -reglient
agriculture.

Progress continues on establishing and equipping the first seedbank

Sulaymaniyah, 21 August 2025
Progress continues on establishing and
equipping the first Seedbank in the
Kurdistan Region, in Sulaymaniyah
Governorate!

Alongside the rapid pace of
construction, FAO has launched a
training workshop to equip newly
assigned technical staff from the
Agricultural Research Directorate with
skills in seed conservation, workflow
management, and the application of
relevant international standards.

This initiative is part of the European
Union in Iraq -funded project
ORestoration and
Resilience of Agri-Fo o d
supporting |l raqds
and resilience.

The workshop was officially opened
today in the presence of Head of Suly
Research Center, Sulaymaniyah
Agricultural Directorate Director, and
FAO Iraq Representative Salah El Hajj
Hassan. Their participation
underscores strong support for

safeguardi
heritage.

ng Il ragos

St Owern two hdays, i theg workshop will
Sy st enalsled ,the Seedbank
a g strengtlieh theirskdldin: r ecovery

team to

A Seed conservation a
techniques

A Prioritization and
germplasm collection & processing

A Genetic materi al e

international treaties
A Daily operations
internal coordination of the Seedbank.

ma
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-smart farming

healthier crops, better yields, and lower
costs. The solar-powered pump system
not only cuts energy bills but also
makes irrigation more efficient and
reliable. But the greatest breakthrough
came when Abu Omar started
cultivating industrial potatoes based on
the seeds provided by Aghsan
Foundation, which opened the door to
new markets and increased
opportunities for higher income.

Even before the harvest, Abu Omar
began training other farmers, sharing
the new practices he had learned, while
his crops were still growing.

His success caught the attention of

Baghdad, 28 July 2025 (ITCNews) - |Implemented by Al -Aghsan neighbours. Word quickly spread, and
0This project gave mgousdatiog tdnd nige Agidulturah soon farmers began visiting Abu
way to modernize my farm Extension Office through the Omardés farm to |learn
sustainably, o saysinfAdunabdBmaenal Tr ad e replicatehis sucedass EU

agricultural engineer and farmer in Funded SAAVI , the initiative What started as a pilot became a model

Irag who is piloting solar energy and introduced hands -on learning and  for change.

smart farming. climate -smart solutions that are

In the sun -scorched fields of changing the way farmers work. Rippling impact across the community
Radwaniyah, south of Baghdad, Iraq, Solar-powered irrigation meets Abu Omar 0s success

lives Omar, whose full name is
Agricultural Engineer Hassan

Khesbak, a 42-year-old farmer with a
degree in agricultural engineering and

decades of experience growing strategic
crops.

In 2024, his farm took a bold leap

forward when it was selected as a
demonstration site for group -based

agricultural training. It was more than
just a training; it was a chance for
farmers like Omar to participate in a
new way of farming.

industrial potato farming

Like many potato farmers, Abu Omar
struggled with high costs and resource
waste when irrigating his crops with
traditional methods. Thanks to this
training, Abu Omar became the first
farmer in his region to adopt
subsurface drip irrigation powered by
solar energy.

Aghsan Foundation provided a solar
powered irrigation system, and Abu
Omar was trained in how to operate the
system. Additionally, he was
accompanied by a Ph.D.-level
agricultural expert from the
Foundation who supported the
scientific application of farming
practices. Lastly, he also received
implementation support and technical
guidance from trained agricultural
extension workers.

Clean energy, clear results
This brought clear improvements:

Safety Day,

Quality Control

Baghdad, 30 July 2025
Dr. Salah El Hajj Hassan,
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Representative in Irag, met with the
of Central Organization for Standardization and

quality and safety standards in Iraq.
General presented a recognition shield to FAO in
appreciation of its efforts in this field.

attention of local agricultural offices

and development agencies, who are
now exploring how to scale the model
across other water -scarce farming
areas.

What 6s more? Abu
take on a new role as a trainer for
fellow farmers. With his expertise,
leadership, and newfound confidence,

he6s ready to helop
smart, sustainable farming.

0ol dm planning to
to greenhouses and
says. OAnd |1 dm
what | 6ve | earned. 6

Growing a replicable model for water -
wise farming

Abu Omards journey
practical training and innovative
solutions, such as solar -powered
irrigation, can transform farming in
water -scarce areas. His success is not
only improving his farm but planting a
seed for wider change.

- On the occasion of World Food
Food and

Director General

, to discuss ways to strengthen food
The Director

Omar

expar

ready
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A training workshop on using WaPOR portal data to estimate field
crop yield begins in Baghdad

Baghdad, 03 August 2025 - A
training workshop on using WaPOR
portal data to estimate field crop yield
began today in Baghdad. Jointly
organized by FAO and the Commission
of Statistics and GIS, it equips
technical staff with skills in land and
water productivity using WaPOR and
spatial analysis.

In the opening session, Salah EIHaj
Hassan, FAO Representative in Iraq
highlighted: "Leveraging WaPOR data
and geospatial tools is essential to
advancing agriculture in lIrag. This
training mar ks a mi
collaboration with the Iraqi
Government."

Dr. Diaa Kazem, Head of the
Commission of Statistics and GIS,
added: "This workshop strengthens
national capacities in using agri -data
for planning, policymaking, and
sustainable development.”

FAO conducts a field visit to Al -Muthanna and Thi Qar governorates

Baghdad, 07 August 2025 - Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) conducted a field visit to
Al-Muthanna and Thi Qar
governorates, distributing sorghum,
millet, and mung bean seeds to farmers
in Farmer Field Schools for the 2025
summer season.

The visit was conducted under the
Sustainable Land Management (SLM)
Project, implemented in collaboration
with the Ministries of Environment,
Agriculture, and Water Resources, and

funded by Global Environment Facility. residue utilization. barley, and alfalfa grown using
FFS trainings in AlDaraji, Rumaitha, These practices promote sustainable conservation agriculture techniques
AlRifai, AlShatra, and AlGharraf farming systems through conservation outperformed conventional methods,
focused on: minimum soil tillage; crop agriculture and agroecology. bringing tangible benefits to farmers in
rotation; soil cover cropping and crop Harvest results showed that wheat, Al-Muthanna and Thi Qar.

Farmers in Karbala report improved fodder quality and higher

positively impacting livestock health.
This achievement comes thanks to the
introduction of new fodder seed
varieties and the use of climate -smart
farming techniques, under the
Norwegian Government ofunded project
implemented by FAO in cooperation
with the Ministry of Agriculture.

From higher -quality feed to premium
dairy products fi as a result of these
interventions, farmers in Karbala are
now producing high -quality dairy for
the first time, thanks to modern
equipment and hands -on training
Karbala, 10 August 2025 - For the farmers in Karbala report improved provided by FAO experts and Ministry
first time in the Middle Euphrates, fodder quality and higher yields of Agriculture extension officers.
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FAO on X

Baghdad, 17 August 2025 -From | raqds diverse | andscapes, bees
On World Honeybee Day we celebrate the vital role of Iraqgi beekeepers in sustaining biodiversity and livelihoods.
N

feed on wil

ITC continues support to sustainable agriculture in Iraq

Baghdad, 18 August 2025
the okra harvest season International

- During

Trade Centerds
family of Abu Yasser Ahmed (53 years

old) in the Hammam al -Alil area. It's a
distinguished family whose entire

family works in agriculture # the
father, mother, and six children. He

says, "One of the biggest problems we
face is low prices. Last season, | had to
destroy a quantity of tomatoes because
the cost of harvesting and

transportation was higher than the

selling price."

Mr. Yasser is a member of the Farmers'
Alliance in Hammam al -Alil and
believes that collective solutions and
real support can make a real difference
in the future of agriculture.

In Nimrud, young people participating

in the potato harvest say, "Our land

produces excellent quality potatoes, but
the low price directly impacts farmers

and makes agriculture unstable."
Despite the challenges we face in
agriculture, such as drought and pests,
low prices remain the most significant

obstacle. Despite these difficult
circumstances, there remains hope for
real support that will enhance the

stability of agriculture, especially for

(1 T C Xhe ybuth vevkingrinetis sedto. e

The Al-Hamidat Distribution Center,

established by the International Trade

Centre (ITC) with generous financial
support from the European Union,
provides important services to farmers
in the region, such as refrigerated
storage and sorting of crops, reducing
spoilage and helping market produce at
better prices.

Labour Issues

The center not only provides technical
support but also contributes to
coordinating farmers' efforts by
supporting the local farmers' alliance,
with the aim of strengthening collective

action, improving marketing
opportunities, and accessing new
markets.

More than 500 farmers belong to an
alliance in the vicinity of Mosul. Uncle
Ali confidently says, "Our region's
production is enough to cover Mosul's
entire needs, if the right conditions are
met."

They grow various types of summer
and winter vegetables, but they face
significant challenges, most notably
weak support, high fuel prices, water
rationing, and low market prices. These
pressures place pressure on farmers
and threaten the stability of
agriculture.

With support from the European
Union, the International Trade Centre
(ITC) is working to empower farmers in
Nineveh and improve the marketing of
their products to wider markets,
ensuring a better future for this vital
sector.

ILO organizes training to enhance institutional oversight and
improve the enforcement of labour and social security laws

Erbil, 03 July 2025 - From 28 June to
3 July 2025, the International Labour

Organization (ILO), in collaboration

with the Ministry of Labour and Social

Affairs (MoLSA) in the Kurdistan

Region,
comprehensive training for 20 social
security inspectors. The training

gathered inspectors from all
governorates and autonomous
administrations across the region to
enhance institutional oversight and

improve the enforcement of labour and
social security laws.

The training offered a mix of

theoretical instruction and hands -on

practice. Participants were introduced
to the foundational principles of

inspection, including how to draft
inspection reports, address legal
violations, and apply labour and

pension laws. The training also covered
social security provisions for workers
and introduced participants to the most

recent guidelines and procedures

successfully held a six -day

relevant to their duties.

This important initiative brought
together key representatives from
various government bodies, including
the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the General
Directorate of Companies, Erbil
Directorate of Tourism, the Ministry of
Interior, and the Ministry of Justice,
represented by a labour court judge and
justice executive. Their participation
underscored the intersectoral
commitment to promoting decent work,
ensuring legal compliance, and

protecting
Kurdistan Region.
Upon completing the course, the newly
trained inspectors received certificates
and were officially sworn in, granting
them the authority to conduct
inspection work within their respective
departments. According to the General
Directorate of Labor and Social
Security, this training reflects a
strategic step toward creating a more
responsive, informed, and capable
inspection system that benefits both
employers and workers alike.

wor ker s o
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Study Visit for knowledge exchange on public works programmes

and labour

Erbil, 23 July 2025  (ILO news) - As
part of its ongoing efforts to promote
decent employment and support
sustainable local development, the
International Labour Organization
(ILO) organized a study visit to Erbil
and Duhok governorates from 19 to
23 July 2025. The visit brought
together representatives from the
Iragi government and local partners
with the aim of exchanging
knowledge and experience on the
design and implementation of public
works programmes and exploring
labour -intensive investment
approaches implemented by the ILO
in Irag and other countries.

The visit organized jointly by the
Building Equitable and Inclusive
Transformation (BEIT) and
PROSPECTS projects aimed to

empower national stakeholders to
examine practical models of labour -
intensive investment programmes

and explore how these models could
be adapt ed t o
priorities. The agenda covered
multiple aspects, beginning with the
conceptual framework of the labour -
intensive approach, including its
principles, objectives, and its role in
creating sustainable jobs and
stimulating the economy particularly
in areas with high levels of poverty
and unemployment through practical
experiences implemented by
government partners.

Participants discussed technical
considerations in the design of public
works programmes, such as setting
objectives, identifying priority
sectors, and targeting mechanisms.
The sessions also highlighted the core
pillars of the approach: context,
governance, capacity building,
coordination, and sustainability all
essential for developing effective and
integrated programmes. Special
attention was given to decent
working conditions, emphasizing the
need to incorporate fair wages, social
protection, occupational safety and
health, and social dialogue
throughout all planning and
implementation stages.

Discussions also addressed the
importance of enhancing governance
and institutional coordination
through effective partnerships
between national and local actors at
both the geographical and sectoral
levels, as well as the need to establish
robust monitoring, evaluation, and
learning systems to ensure the
sustainability and impact of these

I r aq €afforestation

-intensive investment approaches in Iraq

programmes in achieving inclusive
development.

The visit also featured a strong
practical component, including
several field visits to ongoing projects
such as the restoration of cultural
heritage at Erbil Citadel,
projects at the
University of Duhok and Aloka, and
irrigation canal rehabilitation. These
visits provided participants with
first -hand insight into how
employment generation can be
combined with the improvement of
environmental and urban services.
During the study tour the
PROSPECTS project presented a
showcase of the Employment
Intensive Investment Programme
(EIIP) model implemented in several
sectors, with a focus on green works
interventions. This model was
applied in northern Iraq through
close coordination and leadership of
local governments. It linked green
works and infrastructure
improvement with local development,
creating more than 155,000 working
days. This represents a successful
employment generation approach
that promotes decent work principles
and institutional capacity building.
The model is now being considered
for upscaling at the national level
through the Public Works
Programme at both the federal
government and Kurdistan Region
levels.

The programme concluded with
interactive working sessions in which
participants developed pilot designs
for public works projects focusing on
the construction sector, afforestation,
the green economy, eco-tourism, and
the care economy. The study visit
witnessed broad participation from
representatives of various Iraqi

ministries at the national
including members of the Technical

level,

Committee of the Public Works
Programme in Iraq, as well as
representatives of
organizations,
organizations from the Kurdistan
Region of Irag reflecting a strong
national commitment to expanding
public works programmes as a strategic
tool for achieving decent employment
and sustainable development in Iraq.
This initiative
broader commitment to supporting
decent work and sustainable
development in Irag through the social
solidarity economy, within the
framework of two key programmes:

A PROSPECTS Partnership: A
global initiative supported by the
Government of the Netherlands aimed
at improving access to education, social
protection, and decent employment for
host communities and forcibly displaced
persons.

A Building Equitable and
Inclusive Transformation (BEIT) an
EU -funded initiative is a joint effort by
UN -Habitat, the International Labour
Organization, and the International
Trade Centre. The programme aims to
drive economic growth by creating
decent job opportunities through
advancing Iraqg's affordable and
sustainable housing initiatives and

strengthening the construction sector.

mi

and

f or ms
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Employment Policy for the

Kurdistan Region Government under PROSPECTS Partnership

Erbil, 12 August 2025 - The
International Labour Organization
(ILO), under the PROSPECTS

Partnership funded by the Government

of the Netherlands, has launched Today
a three-day training on the
development and implementation of
National Employment Policies (NEPs).

The training, based on ILO Convention

122 and standard technical processes,
is taking place in Erbil from 11 to 13

August 2025.

The KRI labour market has faced
mounting challenges in recent years,

wi t h overlapping
political tensions, fiscal shortfalls,
declining oil revenues, regional

instability, migration pressures, and
reduced international aid, worsening
unemployment, underemployment, and
barriers to workforce participation,
particularly for youth and women.
Against this backdrop, the Kurdistan
Regional Government is moving
forward with the development of its
NEP, aiming to promote job creation,
decent work, and social protection for
all, including host communities,
internally displaced persons (IDPs),
and refugees. The NEP process is
rooted in tripartite social dialogue,
engaging representatives from
government, empl oy
organizations, and other relevant
institutions to ensure national
ownership and sustainable results.

H.E. Ms Kwestan Mohammed
Abdullah, Minister of Labour and
Social Affairs of the Kurdistan Region,
underscored the importance of building
the technical capacity of the Steering
Committee:
influx of displaced persons and refugees
have increased unemployment and
strained the labour market. Supporting
the National Employment Policy is

Annual Progress Report 2024

0ORegional

essential to create jobs, revitalise the
economy, and reach vulnerable groups.
With the backing of the International
Labour Organization, we can align with
global standards and promote decent

work for all.®é

Dr. Maha Katta, ILO Country
Coordinator for Iraq, highlighted the
significance of
wor kshop refl
commitment to supporting the
Kurdistan Region in developing
evidence-based employment policies in
line with the overall national strategies
and policies throughcsacil elialogde. By
working closely with the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs and social
partners, we aim to advance decent
work, promote inclusive growth, and
ensure that employment policies
address the needs of all, especially
youth and women, 6
ILO Iraq Country Coordinator.
Pacticiparitd iincludes representativese
from key ministries, employers and
wor ker so
from all four governorates of the KRI.
The programme is designed to be

er

dILO in Iraq

Baghdad 10 July 2025

- The 2024 market. Developed under the Decent
annual progress report highlights Work Country Programme (2019 o
Il raqds continued ef 2Q2A)X, s thet gepqrt ocraptures

decent work amid a fragile labour

achievements across job creation,

s aNadion$ aHigh Goantnissaocaer

participatory and learner -centred,
fostering peer exchange and
collaborative problem -solving.

The NEP for the Kurdistan Region is
expected to become a cornerstone for
strengthening the labour market,
reducing unemployment, addressing
skills gaps, and promoting gender

t h e equality in empkytmient, eontributn to i s
e ¢ t s a morénresilientlaid @d@usive economy

for all.

About PROSPECTS

PROSPECTS is a global partnership
that aims to improve access to
education, social protection, and decent
work for host communities and forcibly

displaced people. Spearheaded by the
Government of the Netherlands, it
brings together the International

Finance Corporation, the International

Labour Organization, the United

for
Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the

World Bank to help transform how

organi zat i ogovwernments redd otleex ptakeholders,

including the private sector, respond to
forced displacement crises.

vocational training, social protection,
labour law reform, and social dialogue.
It reflects strong collaboration between
the Government of Il ra
empl oyer sd organi zat.i
ILO fi demonstrating tangible impact in
employment, policy development, and
inclusion of youth, women, IDPs, and
persons with disabilities. The report
also outlines strategic priorities for
2025 as Iraq and the ILO move forward

under a renewed cooperation
framework.
The Report is available at

https://tinyurl.com/4zatcr6c
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Empowering youth in Erbil: The ILO and GIZ partnership for

entrepreneurship

Erbil, 12 August 2025 d On the
occasion of International Youth Day,
the International Labour Organization
(ILO), in partnership with the
Deutsche Gesellschaft far
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ),
visited two ongoing intensive
entrepreneurship training programs in
Erbil Governorate. These programs
"Start and Improve Your Business
(SIYB) and Improve Your Business"
were implemented under the ILO
project "Promoting Employment and
Employability among Refugees, IDPs
and Host Communities focusing on
Women, PWDs, and Youths in
Northern Ilragq, 6
German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
and support from GIZ GmbH.

Held from July 30 to August 15, the
SIYB training brought together 232
participants from diverse backgrounds,
including refugees, internally displaced
persons (IDPs), returnees, persons with
disabilities, and individuals from host
communities. The program was
designed to equip aspiring
entrepreneurs with the skills to develop
viable business plans and navigate the
key steps of launching a business. It
also helped existing business owners
explore innovative models and
overcome operational challenges to
improve their performance.

To commemorate International Youth
Day on August 12, Maha Kattaa, ILO
Irag Country Coordinator, visited the
training venue at the Directorate of

wi t h

Academy of Training of Trainers in
Erbil. She met with participants and
spoke about the ILO's commitment to
supporting youth -led business
initiatives, commending the
enthusiasm and active participation of
all attendees, especially the young and
female entrepreneurs.

"This program is more than just a
training; it is a launchpad for the next
generation of entrepreneurs in Iraq,"
said Kattaa. "By equipping young
people with the tools, knowledge, and
confidence to enter the business world,
we are making a significant investment

in the countryds fut
Luigina Blaich, head of GIZ's
Employment Prospects for Socio -

economic Integration of Refugees, IDPs
and Host Communities in Iraq (EPSI),
also joined the session. She highlighted

A high -level dialogue on protection held in Erbil

Erbil, 24 August 2025 - Today in
Erbil, UNICEF, ILO, UNHCR and
PROSPECTS partners, with support
from the Netherlands, held a High -
Level Dialogue on Protection. The
dialogue reinforced government
commitments, promoted refugee
children6s i
and outlined practical steps to a
sustainable, government -led child
protection system.

"As the Ministry of Planning, together
with our colleagues from other
ministries, we are committed to making
the most of the remaining two years of
PROSPECTS Phase Il by maximizing
impact and ensuring sustainability,
particularly in education, social
protection and employment," said
Sirwan Mohammed, Deputy Minister of

nclusion

Planning for the Kurdistan Region of
Irag, emphasizing the need to embed

the SIYB program's role in fostering
sustainable livelihoods and economic
resilience. Mrs. Blaich emphasized the
importance of social cohesion fostered
by the training, which brought together
businesses, including some led by
refugees and IDPs. She expressed hope
that these new networks would support
a collaborative spirit among young
entrepreneurs.

As one o f t he
entrepreneurship development tools,
the SIYB program promotes economic
resilience, self -reliance, and innovation.
Through this collaborative initiative,
the éLO"and GIZ are continuing to
strengthen the foundations for
inclusive economic growth in Iraq,

ensuring that entrepreneurship
opportunities are accessible to
everyone.
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Strengthening social dialogue in the Republic of Iraq

| -

Erbil, 25 &27 August 2025 - On 25
August 2025, a training workshop
dedicated to strengthening social
dialogue in Irag was launched in Erbil,
with the participation of
representatives from the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs at the federal
level, the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
al ongsi de
organizations.
This initiative falls under the
framework of ILO programmes and
projects in lIrag, in particular the
project on Promoting Employment and
Employability among Refugees, IDPs
and Host Communities, with a focus on

wor ker s@o

women, persons with disabilities and
youth in Northern Iraq, funded by the

German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

and supported by the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ); and the the
Building Equitable and Inclusive
Transformation (BEIT) project funded
byt theoEuropeanpgJniany e r s 6

This workshop marked a practical step
towards reinforcing the frameworks of
social dialogue in the Republic of Iraq.
The International Labour Organization
ensured the provision of a space for
learning and peer exchange among the
tripartite constituents. The event

Strategic meeting to promote decent work in Iraq

Baghdad, 27 August 2025 - Today,
the International Labour Organization
(ILO) participated in a joint strategic
meeting that brought together the
Ministries of Labour and Social Affairs
of the Federal Government and the
Kurdistan Regional Government of
Irag. This meeting reaffirmed the
importance of coordination between the
central and regional authorities in
addressing labour issues, strengthening
social dialogue, and consolidating the
principles of decent work in the
Republic of Iraq.

The meeting witnessed high -level

participation from deputy ministers

and directors -general of labour and

vocational training departments, giving

the discussions a practical dimension
that reflected the expertise of national
institutions and their aspirations for

labour market reform in lIraq.

Deliberations focused on exploring new
avenues for joint cooperation through
the development of employment
policies,
enhancement of occupational safety
and health standards, promotion of

Three -day PROSPECTS dialogue in Baghdad

Baghdad, 28 August 2025 6 Onday 1
in Baghdad, Iragi ministries and
PROSPECTS partners met at the
Netherlands Embassy for the first in a
series of high-level dialogues.
Discussions focused on strengthening
protection and support services for
children, refugees, IDPs, and host
communities 9 highlighting joint efforts
to improve access and coordination.

Day 2 of the PROSPECTS dialogues in
Baghdad brought together Iraqi
ministries, the Central Bank,
empl oyer so
partners to explore ways to expand

inclusive and decent employment for
all, provide access to finance for
displaced persons including refugees,
and promote the formalization of the
labour market and businesses in Irag.
A step toward inclusive growth and
shared opportunities.

The final dialogue in Baghdad focused
on education and skills. Iraqi
counterparts and PROSPECTS
partners discussed ways to support
children and youth & including those
displaced 0 through expansion of

r epr es e mtlusive i amde alternativa redlcation,

learning and skilling, Back -to-Learning

protection
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provided an important opportunity to

strengthen institutional linkages and

lay the foundations for an effective
social dialogue that contributes to
social and economic stability in the
country.

The first day of the workshop focused
on establishing both the theoretical and
practical foundations of social dialogue.
Participants were introduced to the
roles, structure and mandate of the
International Labour Organization,

with a focus on the importance of social
dialogue as a key instrument for
achieving decent work. Discussions also
covered core international labour
standards related to social dialogue,
and highlighted the role of the Bureau

for Wor kersd Activitie
the Bureau for Empl oy
(ACT/EMP) in supporting this
approach.

Sessions further included an extended
introduction to the concept of social
dialogue, encompassing its definition,
various forms, related activities, and
the enabling conditions for its success.
The final session of the day focused on
analysing the state of social dialogue in
Irag from a legal and institutional
perspective.

strategies to combat child labour, as
well as the regulation of foreign labour
and the expansion of social security
services.

The meeting did not only highlight
challenges but also served as a
platform for exchanging successful
experiences between the central and
regional authorities, particularly with
regard to the initiative to establish the
Social Dialogue Forum, which was

launched iw brag lore 27 $~ébruaryi2@26 t s ,

with technical support from the ILO.

pathways, bridges to certified learning,
the TVET framework, and market -
relevant short courses. The
PROSPECTS Partnership, supported
by the Netherlands, continues to
deliver sust ai
most vulnerable populations.
Dialogues brought together Iraqi
Government and Central Bank
officials, and representatives of
UNHCR, UNICEF, ILO, World Bank,
International Financial Institution and
UNAMI, and were hosted and
supported by the Netherlands Embassy
in Baghdad.

nabl e
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Building safer communities, together

Baghdad, 29 June 2025 - IOM Iraq
and the Iragi Community Police co -
hosted the National Advisory Forum,
bringing together government partners
from across sectors to strengthen
collaboration, bridge trust, and ensure
community -centered policing.
0The Ministry of
with governmental and non -
governmental partners reflects a shift
toward
Razayej, Undersecretary of
Ministry of Interior for Police Affairs.
oONational Advisory
ensuring security and stability, and to
improving public health in the
communi td says ®uba Falah,
Director of Public Relations at the
Ministry of Health.

the

Promoting

I nt

i ncl usad says Halie c

human

IC RECANION S AT THE MINISTRY OF H {
National Advisory Forums are key to ensuking
security and stability, and to improving publi€
health in the communities

This project is supported by the
Netherland Embassy in Iraq, KOICA,
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Eowy
S
OF INTERIORFOR POBIC
The Ministry of Interior’s collaboration with =~ ¥
governmental and non-governmental partners.

reflects a shift toward inclusive security

Py

KfW Development Bank (KfW Group)
and Finish Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

ri ght s -terrorisml effoatsg GNOCT o u n t

and NSA host a workshop for security entities in Diyala Governorate

Erbil, 01 July 2025 - The United

Nations Office of Counter -Ter r or i

(UNOCT) Human Rights Unit, in
coll aboration wi t h
Security Advisory (NSA), concluded a
two-d a 'y
Rights -Compliant Investigation
Techniques in the Context of Counter -
Terrorism for the Iragi Law
Enforcement and Intelligence Services

in Diyala Governor at d
As part of the UNOCT
Rights and Counter -Terrorism:

Capacity -building Support to Law
Enforcement and Intelligence Services
in Il rag, O t he wor
strengthen the capacity of Iraqi
counter -terrorism professionals
working in the Diyala governorate to
conduct investigations that respect
international human rights. The
initiative is generously funded by the
Government of Canada.

Participants included members of the
Supreme Judicial Council (SJC),
of ficers
enforcement and intelligence agencies,
and representatives of the Iragi High
Commission for Human Rights
(IHCHR), in addition to the presence of
one CSO from Diyala. Through
interactive sessions, practical exercises,
and expert-led discussions, the
workshop addressed psychological
approaches to investigations, interview
techniques, stress management, and
the legal boundaries of interrogation.

Key objectives of the training included:
Strengthening the capacity of
participants to conduct human rights -
compliant investigations in terrorism
cases;

Introducing principles of investigative

wor kshop in Er

psychology;

Exploring the legal and ethical
challenges facing investigators;
Enhancing collaboration among
investigative security agencies, judicial
institutions, and human rights
monitors.

from Diyal aThi§mare the erntworkshep udder w

the ongoing capacity -building initiative
led by UNOCT and NSA, reinforcing
Il ragds efforts t o
accountability in counter -terrorism
operations while upholding human
rights principles.

Ms. Shurooq Fakhir / Assistant
Secretary of the National Counter -
Terrorism Committee - NSA:

0 We val ue our
UNOCT and the Government of
Canada in building the capacities of
law enforcement and intelligence
agencies in the HR
The event built the capacity of Iraqi
law enforcement and intelligence
officers from Diyala Governorate to

part

comply with international HR in their
CT work.

Participants included 32 officers from
NSA, the Supreme Judicial Council
(SJC), the Iragi High Commission for
Human Rights (IHCHR), and security
officers involved in investigating CT
cases in Diyala Governorate. These
participants have experience in
handling terrorism -related cases.
eRarsicipants erjgaged inc ieteracived
sessions covering the legal foundations
of human rights in investigations and
the role of investigative psychology.
Practical exercises focused on human
rights and the Iraqi legal framework.
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Step towards advancing community -responsive  policing and
i mproving womend6s access to justice in

female officers have successfully
completed a Training of Trainers (TOT)
e A course on womends |l ead
gLl e i b pall tie 3 Bateall dainall SSsall LY ; >
2150 The participants were selected from a
group of 80 officers who took part in
leadership trainings conducted in April
and May of this year.
The course was delivered by trainers
from the Danish police, utilizing an
internationally recognized curriculum
tailored to the Iragi context, with a
focus on facilitation techniques and
adult learning methodologies.
This initiative marks a significant step
toward advancing community -
Baghdad, 30 June 2025 - In line with and in collaboration with the United responsive policing and improving
the directives of the Minister of Interior Nations Development Programme, 20 womenf6s access to just

Sl sl sudet pe s

-

Continuing efforts, from recommendations to implementation

Baghdad, 15 July 2025 - Under close
supervision from His Excellency the
Minister of Interior, the Ministry of
Interior organized an expanded
workshop in Baghdad to follow up on
the implementation of the
recommendations of the April 2024
workshop on Irag's transition from a
military security model to a rights -
based, community -oriented policing
model.

The recent workshop brought together
police commanders from various

governorates to review progress made the Ministry of Interior for Police solutions.

and translate previous Affairs, emphasized the importance of UNDP continues its close coordination
recommendations into clear, practical the professional partnership with the with the Police Affairs Agency to
steps to be implemented within United Nations Development support national efforts, while
timetables and in accordance with the Programme (UNDP) in supporting the governorate leaders begin translating
specificities of each governorate. Ministry's capabilities, commending the the recommendations into practical
During the workshop, Lieutenant role of local communities in measures to enhance security and
General Hadi Razij, Undersecretary of participating in developing security stability across the country.

Empowering women in the lragi Security Sector

Baghdad, 17 July 2025 - Underthe A Encour age wo me n Thedinal deai of thengeneral principles

direct supervision of His Excellency the leadership positions. was completed during the workshop
Minister of Interior, and with advisory A Ensure equal 0 p p o rand will doanebs sulimitted fan éotmal
support from the United Nations and female officers. approval.

Development Programme (UNDP), the
Ministry of Interior held an expanded
workshop in Baghdad on Tuesday, July

15, to finalize the general principles for
women's empowerment in the Ministry

of Interior.

The workshop included senior officials,
including the Director of Women's
Affairs in the Minister's Office and the
Head of the Women's Police Institute.

This strategic framework aims to:

A Increase the repre
police officers from 1.4% to 5% by 2030.

A Ensure a fair and
environment.
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Inclusive and equitable budgeting in the security sector training
concludes in Baghdad

how budgeting in security institutions

must be informed by male and female
disaggregated data and grounded in
human rights -based analysis.

Key discussions addressed existing
gaps, challenges, and opportunities,
highlighting the need for more
transparent approaches that reflect the
distinct needs and priorities of both
women and men in the security space.

Participants strongly emphasized the

i mportance of increa
Baghdad, 29 July 2025 - 22 dedicated advanced training on inclusive and representation in financial decision -
women and men from | eqitpdes bulgeting dnt they seeurity making roles, an essential step toward

inclusive, accountable governance
across |lragds security
This training was supported by UNDP.

sector.
Through active and insightful
participation, the training explored

Interior, Ministry of Defense, and the
National Directorate for Iragi Women
successfully completed a four -day

Building responsive policing for returnee reintegration in lraq!

UNDP, the six -day course began on

Sulaymaniyah, 03 August 2025 -In
l'ine with the
enhance the
reintegrating returnees, the Ministry of
Interior (MOI), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), and

the United
Mi ni s Digigio/Standihg Potice Cdpaciey havet o
pol i ced sjointyra@reied & specialize@ traningi n

Nations Police

course tailored to the Iraqi context.
Delivered by three expert trainers from
the Standing Police Capacity and

August 2 in Sulaymaniyah, with 22
participating police officers - primarily
from the liberated governorates.

The course is designed to promote
human rights -based, citizen-centered
policing to support the reintegration of
returnees from Al Hol Camp. Fully
aligned wi t h
reintegration strategy, it complements
ongoing efforts to build social cohesion.
The training focuses on strengthening
police accountability and
responsiveness while enhancing
collaboration with local communities
and community -based organizations
(CBOs) involved in returnee support
services.

UN announces the near end of the first phase of the Trial Monitoring

Program in Iraq

Baghdad, 04 August 2025 - Ibtisam Al -
Sanhouri, a Trial Monitoring Program
Specialist and Team Leader at the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Iraq, announced today,
Thursday, the near end of the first phase
of the Trial Monitoring Program in Iraq.
She indicated continued support for
transparency, justice, and anti -corruption
in Irag.

Al-Sanhouri told the Iragi News Agency
(INA): "The first phase of the Trial
Monitoring Program is nearing
completion, and we are awaiting the
launch of the second phase. Meanwhile,
the UNDP Anti -Corruption and
Commercial  Arbitration Initiative
Program continues to monitor trials and
is committed to supporting transparency
and justice in Iraq through careful
monitoring and systematic analysis of
major corruption cases and related legal

proceedings.”

She added, "The first phase of the Trial
Monitoring Program is scheduled to end
at the end of August," noting that "we are
awaiting the official signing of the second
phase of the project, which comes within
the framework of a renewed partnership
between the European Union and the
United Nations Development Programme
in Iraq, and we hope this will happen very
soon."

She continued, "Some of the remaining
activities within the first phase are still
ongoing, particularly in the areas of the

Trial Follow -up Program and Commercial
Arbitration. The program continues to
monitor major corruption cases in both
Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq, with continued progress in fieldwork
and case analysis." She pointed out that
"over the past three years, the program
has achieved major milestones and
significant milestones in Irag and the
Kurdistan Region. At the federal level,
the program succeeded in preparing and
publishing the first two comprehensive
trial follow -up reports, reflecting the
accuracy of data collection and in -depth
analysis." She noted that "the program is
now preparing to complete data collection
for the third report, an important step
that paves the way for its completion
within the second phase, thus concluding
three years of continuous follow -up
efforts."

Source INA.
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UNMAS welcomes a new contribution from the Government of
Denmark in support of the Iragi mine action sector

Baghdad, 20 July 2025
Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS)

d The United

in lrag welcomes a generous
contribution of DKK 22,000,000
(approximately US$ 3,4 million) from
the Government of Denmark. This
funding will support mine action efforts
assisting the Government of Iraq (Gol)
in protecting civilians from the threat
of explosive ordnance (EO) and
enabling humanitarian, socio -economic,
and reconstruction efforts in EO -
affected areas.

Irag remains one of the most EO

contaminated countries in the world.
According to the national mine action
authorities - the Directorate for Mine
Action (DMA) and the Iragi Kurdistan
Mine Action Agency (IKMAA) - more
than 2,723 square kilometers are
contaminated with landmines, cluster
munitions, improvised explosive
devices, and other types of explosive
remnants of war across Iraq, including
the Kurdistan Region of Irag. EO poses
a major threat to public safety and
hinders access to basic services,
livelihood opportunities, and critical
infrastructure.

The new contribution from the
Government of Denmark will enable
UNMAS Iraq to continue supporting
national mine action authorities in
building a sustainable and well -
coordinated mine action sector.
UNMAS remains committed to
strengthening the nationalisation of the
mine action response by implementing
and managing survey and clearance
operations, as well as explosive
ordnance risk education (EORE)

activities, in the most heavily affected
and vulnerable areas of Iraq.
OUNMAS Iraq deeply
generous contribution from the
Government of Denmark. The
contributions enable us to continue
assisting the DMA and IKMAA, as well
as Iragi national operators, in creating
a safe environment for all Iragis. Under
Denmar kds Peace
Programme 2022 62025, Denmark has
contributed approximately US$ 11.5
million. UNMAS looks forward to
further cooperation starting from
2026, 6 said Pehr
Chief Mine Action Programme.

Since 2015, the Government of
Denmark has contributed over US$ 41
million to the UNMAS Iraq
programme, making Denmark one of
its most longstanding and committed
donor s. Denmar k0s
plays a critical role in ensuring
progress towards a safer Irag, where
affected communities can rebuild their
lives free from the threat of explosive
ordnance.

UNMAS concludes a training course on Information Management

and Survey 123

Baghdad, 20 July 2025 - In June
2025, the United Nations Mine Action
Service (UNMAS) Irag concluded a
training course on Information
Management and Survey 123,
conducted in close collaboration with
the Iragi Kurdistan Mine Action
Agency (IKMAA). The training aimed
to strengthen information management
skills to enhance efficiency and
accuracy and apply best practices for
data protection and responsible

UNMAS 2024 Annual Report

Baghdad, 09 August 2025 8 UNMAS
Office in Iraq has published its 2024
Annual Report.
Some of the key achievements in 2024:

Strengthened national capacity with
17 Mine Action management trainings
for 218 police officers (incl. 30 women)
and 244 capacity -building sessions for
national NGOs.

Supported standards review through
6 roundtables: enhanced coordination
via national meetings bringing together
authorities, donors & operators.

Cleared 1,442,810 m2 of land,
removing 3,592 explosive items,
enabling IDPs returns & access to land
for housing, agriculture, and

sharing.
Thanks to our donors!

Denmark.dk,

o Impact in Iraq

development.

Delivered EORE to 16,112 Iragis
(incl. 4,319 women & 5,198 girls) to
reduce risk from explosive ordnance.

Trained 47 humanitarian workers
(incl. 15 women) to ensure safer
humanitarian operations.

Embassy of Belgium in Amman,
Ambasciata d'ltalia a Baghdad -
Embassy of Italy in Baghdad, Italian
Agency for Development Cooperation -
Jordan and Irag - AICS Amman, New
Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Sida - Styrelsen for
Internationellt Utvecklingssamarbete.
Together, we are working toward a
safer, better -informed future for
communities impacted by explosive
ordnance threats.

Thank you to Belgium, Denmark,
Estonia, France, lItaly, New Zealand,
the Republic of Korea, and Sweden for
your support in Iraq!

Read full report at:
https://www.unmas.org/en/unmas -2024-
annual -report
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